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Lutra lutra lutra Otter >1,050 (6,600) >1,308 (>7,350) P X X X X X X X X

Pipistrellus 
pipisterllus & P. 
pygmaeus 

Pipistrelle bat 492 (550,000) >1,438 
(2,000,000)

P X

Phocoena 
phocoena

Harbour porpoise No data 350,000 in Sea 
and adjacent 
waters (Anon 
1999a)

P O

Balaena glacialis Northern right 
whale

No data Not more than 
300 in Atlantic

P O

Balaenoptera 
acutorostrata

Minke whale 8,500 in N Sea 
and adjacent 
waters

110,000 in East 
N. Atlantic in 
1995

P O

Balaenoptera 
borealis 

Sei whale No data N Atlantic - 
probably low 
thousands 
(Corbet & Harris 
1991)

P O

Balaenoptera 
musculus  

Blue whale No data N Atlantic 
population 
reduced to 300-
500 (Corbett & 
Harris  1991)

P O

Balaenoptera 
physalus 

Fin whale No data N Atlantic 
population 9,000 - 
14,000 (Corbet & 
Harris 1991)

P O

Megaptera 
novaeangilea

Humpback whale No data 10-15,000 in N 
Atlantic

P O

Tursiops truncatus Bottle-nosed 
dolphin

130 in Moray 
Firth (Anon 
1999a)

No data P O

Grampus griseus Risso's dolphin At least 142 in 
North Minches 
(Anon 1999a)

No data P O
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Lagenorhynchus 
albirostris

White-beaked 
dolphin

No data 4,000 - 13,300 in 
1994 (anon 
1999a)

P O

Lagenorhynchus 
acutus

Atlantic white-
sided dolphin

No data No data P O

Delphinus delphis Common dolphin No data P O

Stenella 
coeruleoalba

Striped dolphin No data No data P O

Hyperodoon 
ampullatus

Northern 
Bottlenose whale

No data No Data P O

Ziphius cavirostris Cuvier's beaked 
whale

No data No data P O

Mesoplodon bidens Sowerby's beaked 
whale

No data No data P O

Mesoplodon mirus True's beaked 
whale

No data no data P O

Orcinus orca Killer whale No data 3,500 - 12,500 in 
eastern N Atlantic 
(Anon 1999a)

P O

Globicephala melas Long-finned pilot 
whale

No data 700,000 in NE 
Atlantic in late 
1980s (Anon 
1999a)

P O

Physeter 
macrocephalus (P. 
catodon)

Sperm-whale No data N Atlantic 
population 
20,000 - 30,000 
(Corbet & Harris 
1991)

P O

VERTEBRATES:      MAMMALS
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Cervus elaphus 
scoticus 

Red Deer Limited to 
island 
populations - 
Outer Hebrides; 
Arran; Islay; 
Jura; Rum

Prevalence of 
'pure' animals on 
mainland 
unknown

CC X X X X X X

Lepus timidus Mountain hare 162 (350,000) 363 (350,500) CC X

Phoca vitulina Common seal 228 (42,175) 387 (45,000) CC X X X X X X X X

Halichoerus grypus Grey seal 256 553 CC X X X X X X

Number of 10 km sqs & (population 
estimate)

 VERTEBRATES:      Other Mammal Species of Conservation Concern

115



Scientific Name Common Name

Scotland GB WI Status

W
es

te
rn

 Is
le

s

St
 K

ild
a

L
ew

is

H
ar

ri
s

N
or

th
 U

is
t

M
on

ac
h 

Is
le

s

B
er

ne
ra

y 
&

 B
or

er
ay

B
en

be
cu

la

So
ut

h 
U

is
t

E
ri

sk
ay

B
ar

ra
 &

 V
at

er
sa

y

Melanitta nigra Common Scoter 16 16 6 P X X X X

Crex crex Corncrake 97 105 P X X X X X X X

Phalaropus lobatus Red-necked 
phalarope

5 5 P S

Alauda arvensis Skylark 959 2571 24 P X X X X X X X X X

Turdus philomelos Song thrush 855 2491 49 P X X X X X X X X X

Carduelis 
cannabina

Linnet 439 2002 1 P X

Emberiza 
schoeniclus

Reed bunting 553 1846 18 P X X X X X X

Miliaria calandra Corn bunting 83 686 14 P X X X X X X X

Muscicapa striata Spotted flycatcher 633 2097 CC X X X

Gavia stellata Red throated diver 246 246 19 CC X X X X X X X X X

Gavia arctica Black throated 
diver

112 112 7 CC X X X X X

Gavia immer Great northern 
diver

35 CC X X X X X X X X X X

Podiceps auritus Slavonian grebe 17 17 11 CC X X X X X X

Fulmarus glacialis Fulmar 30 LI X X X X X X X X X X

Puffinus puffinus Manx shearwater 13 22 LI X X

Hydrobates 
pelagicus 

Storm petrel 41 48 CC X X X X

Oceanodroma 
leucorhoa

Leach's storm 
petrel

10 10 CC X X

Morus bassanus Gannet 15 18 17 CC X X X

Phalacrocorax 
phalacrocorax

Shag 49 LI X X X X X

Cygnus olor Mute Swan 19 LI X X X

Phalocrorax carbo Cormorant 85 174 34 CC X X X X X X X X X

Cygnus cygnus Whooper swan 4 38 29 CC S

Anser albifrons 
flavirostris

Greenland white-
fronted goose

5 CC X X X X X

No of 10 kms sq (1988-91)
 VERTEBRATES:      BIRDS
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Anser anser Greylag goose 
(Scottish)

131 417 25 CC X X X X X X X X X

Branta leucopsis Barnacle Goose 14 CC X X X X X X X X

Tadorna tadorna Shelduck 248 669 19 CC X X X X X X X X

Anas penelope Wigeon 103 128 25 CC X X X X X X X X X

Anas strepera Gadwall 23 192 4 LI X X X

Anas crecca Teal 349 571 24 LI X X X X X X X

Anas acuta Pintail 9 17 4 CC X X X

Anas clypeata Shoveller 75 217 2 CC X X

Aythya fuligula Tufted duck 22 LI X X X X X X

Somateria 
mollissima

Eider 350 359 21 CC X X X X X X X X X X

Mergus serrator Red breasted 
merganser

28 LI X X X X X X X X X X

Clangula hyemalis Long-tailed duck 19 LI X X X X X X X X X

Circus cyaneus Hen harrier 254 286 14 LI X X X X X

Haliaeetus albicilla White tailed eagle LI S

Aquila chrysaetos Golden eagle 215 216 30 LI X X X X X X

Falco columbarius Merlin 254 386 30 CC X X X X X X X X

Falco perugrinus Peregrine 405 720 17 CC X X X X X X

Rallus Aquaticus Water rail 55 216 2 LI X X

Porzana porzana Spotted crake LI X X X X

Haematopus 
ostralegus

Oystercatcher 909 1375 44 LI X X X X X X X X X X

Charadrius 
hiaticula

Ringed plover 476 812 34 CC X X X X X X X X X

Pluvialis apricaria Golden plover 490 630 34 CC X X X X X X X X X

Pluvialis 
squatarola

Grey plover 15 CC X X X X X X X X

Vanellus vanellus Lapwing 788 2091 42 CC X X X X X X X X X X

VERTEBRATES:      BIRDS
No of 10 kms sq (1988-91)
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Calidris alba Sanderling 17 CC X X X X X X X X X

Calidris maritima Purple sandpiper 2 2 24 CC X X X X X X X X

Calidris alpina Dunlin 278 353 22 CC X X X X X X X X X

Gallinago 
gallinago

Snipe 42 LI X X X X X X X X X

Limosa lapponica Bar-tailed godwit 21 CC X X X X X X X X X

Tringa totanus Redshank 505 1046 43 CC X X X X X X X X X

Numenius 
phaeopus

Whimbrel 36 36 1 CC X

Tringa nebularia Greenshank 149 149 18 CC X X X X X X

Arenaria interpres Turnstone 41 LI X X X X

Stercorarius 
parasiticus

Arctic skua 113 113 CC X X

Stercoranius skua Great skua 97 97 LI X X X X

Larus Marinus Great black-backed 
gull

60 LI X X X X X X X X X X

Risa tridactyla Kittiwake 175 252 18 LI X X X X X X X

Sterna hirundo Common tern 234 426 CC X X X

Sterna paradisea Arctic tern 279 303 CC X X X X X X X X X X

Sterna albifrons Little tern 45 110 CC X X X X X X X X X X

Uria aalge Guilemot 151 212 16 LI X X X X X X X

Alca torda Razorbill 164 233 16 CC X X X X X X X X

Cepphus grylle Black guillemot 369 383 27 LI X X X X X X X X X

Fratercula arctica Puffin 123 151 3 LI X X X

Asio flammeus Short-eared owl 251 381 8 CC X X X X

Cinclus cinclus Dipper 556 1097 CC X

Troglodytes 
troglodytes

Wren LI X X X X X X X X X X

Prunella modularis Dunnock LI X X X X X X X X X X

Carduelis 
flavirostris

Twite 351 420 CC X X X X X X X X

Plectrophenax 
nivalis

Snow bunting 15 15 CC X X X X X X X X

No of 10 kms sq (1988-91)
VERTEBRATES:       BIRDS
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Dermochelys 
coriacea

Leatherback turtle P O

Caretta caretta Loggerhead turtle P O

Lepidochelys 
kempii

Kemp's ridley 
turtle

P O

REPTILES
Anguis fragilis Slow-worm CC X X X

 VERTEBRATES:    FISH
Scientific name Common name

Scotland GB WI Status
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Cetorhinus 
maximus

Basking shark No Data No Data P O

Raja batis Common skate No Data No Data P O
Commercial marine 
fish stocks :cod, hake, 
herring, plaice, saithe, 
sole, whiting

No Data No Data P O

Deep water fish: 
Brosme 
brosme,Coryphaenoid
es rupestris, 
Macrourus berglax, 
Hoplostethus 
atlanticus, Lophius 
spp., Sebastes spp, 
Merluccius merluccius, 
Molva dypterygia, M 
molva, Raja 
hyperborea, 
Reinharditus 
hippoglossoides

No Data No Data P O

Salmo salar Atlantic salmon 400 + 500 + CC X X X X X X

Salvelinus alpinus Arctic charr 175 + 187 + CC X X

Number of 10 km sqs

Number of populations 1970 onwards

 VERTEBRATES:   AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES  -   MARINE  TURTLES
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 INVERTEBRATES:     MOLLUSCS
Scientific name Common Name Hectads - since (1950) (1970) 1980

Scotland GB WI Status
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Maragaritifera 
margaritifera

Freshwater pearl 
mussel

96 nya P X X

 INVERTEBRATES:     BEETLES
Scientific name Common Name Hectads since (1950) (1970) 1980
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Ceutorhynchus 
insularis

A weevil 1 1 P X

Protapion ryei A weevil nya P X X X X X

Thanatophilus 
dispar

A carrion beetle 2 2 CC X X X

 INVERTEBRATES:    MOTHS
Scientific name Common name Hectads- since (1950) (1970) 1980

Scotland GB WI Status
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Lycia zonaria Belted beauty 23 26 CC X X X X X X X X X

Xestia alpicola Northern dart 8 9 P X X X X X X

 INVERTEBRATES:    BEES, WASPS , ANTS  &  SAWFLIES  
Scientific Name Common Name Hectads since (1950) (1970) 1980

Scotland GB WI Status
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Bombus 
distinguendus

Great yellow 
bumble bee

20 26 P X X

Colletes floralis Northern colletes 
bee

8 9 P X X
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Aeshna juncea Common hawker 450 950 CC

X X X X
Enallagma 
cyathigerum

Common blue 
damselfly

567 1877 CC

X X X X
Ishnura elegans Blue-tailed 

damselfly
405 1765 CC

X X X X X X X X X
Libellula 
quadrimaculata

Four-spotted 
chaser

316 881 CC

X X X
Pyrrhosoma 
nymphula

Large red 
damselfly

509 1649 CC

X X X
Sympetrum 
scoticum

Black darter 369 654 CC

X X X X X X X X X
Sympetrum 
nigrescens

Highland darter < 168 ? < 168 ? CC X X X X X X
Sympetrum 
striolatum

Common darter > 59 ? > 1198 ? CC
X X X

Scientific name Common name                               Hectads  since 1995

Scotland GB WI Status
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Argynnis agalaja Dark-green 
fritillary

247 734 LI X X X

Coenonympha 
tullia

Large heath 158 212 CC X X X X

Hectads since (1950) 1975

INVERTEBRATES:    DRAGONFLIES & DAMSELFLIES

INVERTEBRATES:       BUTTERFLIES
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No. of hectads (recorded since 1990)

Scientific Name Common Name Scotland GB WI Status
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Ajuga pyramidalis Pyramidal Bugle LI X X X

Atriplex praecox Early orache LI X X

Carex maritima Curved sedge LI X X

Cicuta virosa Cowbane LI X

Cochlearia scotica Scottish 
scurvygrass

P X

Dactylorhiza 
comosa subsp. 
Scotica

Western marsh-
orchid subspecies

LI X

Dactylorhiza 
lapponica

Lapland marsh-
orchid

15 15 CC X X

Equisetum x 
mildeanum

A hybrid horsetail LI X

Equisetum 
variegatum

Variegated 
horsetail

LI X X

Euphrasia 
campbelliae

Eyebright 8 8 P X

Euphrasia 
foulaensis 

Eyebright LI X X

Euphrasia frigida Eyebright LI X X

Euphrasia heslop- 
harrisonii

Eyebright 20 20 P X

Euphrasia 
marshallii

Eyebright 18 18 P X X

Euphrasia 
rotundifolia

Eyebright 14 14 P X

Gentianella 
amarella subsp. 
septentrionalis

Autumn Gentian 
subspecies

LI X

Hierochloe odorata Holygrass LI X X

Hammarbya 
paludosa

Bog Orchid LI O

Hieracium 
scarpicum

Hawkweed 
microspecies

LI X X

 VASCULAR PLANTS
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No. of hectads (recorded since 1990)

Scientific Name Common Name Scotland GB WI Status
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Isoetes echinospora Spring quillwort LI X X X X

Juncus balticus Baltic rush LI X X X X

Juncus filiformis Thread rush LI X

Juniperus 
communus

Dwarf Juniper P X X X X

Mertensia maritima Oysterplant LI X

Lycopodiella 
inundata

Marsh clubmoss 51 56 P X

Najas flexilis Slender naiad 20 20 P X X

Orobanche alba Thyme broomrape LI X X X

Pilularia 
globulifera

Pillwort 38 183 P X

Polygonum boreale Northern knotgrass LI X X X X X X X

Potamogeton x 
billupsii

A hybrid pondweed LI X

Potamogeton 
coloratus

Fen pondweed LI X

Potamogeton 
epihydrus 

Leafy Pondweed 2 2 CC X X X

Potamogeton 
filiformis

Slender-leaved 
pondweed

LI X X X X X X X X

Potamogeton 
rutilus

Shetland pondweed 12 12 P X X

Ranunculus reptan Slender creeping 
spearwort

7 7 CC X

Ruppia cirrhosa Spiral tasselweed LI X X X X X X X X X

Sarcocornia 
perennis

Perennial glasswort LI X

Spiranthes 
romanzoffiana 

Irish lady's tresses 19 21 P X X

Zostera marina & 
X. angustifolia

Eelgrass LI X X X X X X

 VASCULAR PLANTS
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CRYPTOGAMIC PLANTS: ALGAE
Scientific name Common Name No. of 10 km sqs (1970 onwards)

Scotland GB WI Status
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Chara baltica Baltic stonewort P X

Chara canescens Bearded stonewort P X

Lamprothamnium 
papulosum

Foxtail stonewort P X X

Chara muscosa Mossy stonewort P X

Tolypella nidifica Birds's nest 
stonewort

P X

Scientific Name Common Name Scotland GB WI Status
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Bryum dixonii 19 19 CC X
Campylopus shawii Oceanic moss LI X X X X X X X X X X

Campylopus 
setifolius

Silky Swan-neck 
Moss

44 62 P X X

Geocalyx 
graveolens

Liverwort CC X X

Glyphomitrium 
daviesii

Oceanic moss LI X X X X X X X X

Myurium 
hochstetteri

Oceanic moss LI X X X X X X X X

Sanionia 
orthothecioides

Northern oceanic 
moss

LI X

CRYPTOGAMIC PLANTS:  BYROPHYTES:  LIVERWORTS & MOSSES

124



Scientific Name Common Name Number of 10 km squs (1960 onwards)

Scotland GB WI Status
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Agaricales - 
mushroom and 
toadstools
Hygrocybe 
calyptriformis 

A wax cap 5 (post 1970) 23 (post 1970) P

Ascomycetes - 
spore shooters
Geoglossum 
elongatum

An earth tongue 1 3 CC X

Geoglossum simile An earth tongue 1 1 CC X

Geoglossum 
starbackii

An earth tongue 5 6 CC

Microglossum 
atropurpureum

12 13 CC

Urediniomycetes- 
rusts
Puccinia eriophori 2 2 CC

BASIDOMYCETES

Collybia acertvata 12 21 CC

Entoloma bloxamii (madidum) 6 14 CC

Boletales - boletes

Leccinum salicola 3 4 CC

CRYPTOGAMIC PLANTS: FUNGI
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Scientific Name Common Name Number of 10 km squs (1960 onwards)

Scotland GB WI Status
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Anaptychia ciliaris 
subsp. Mammillata

11 16 CC X X

Lecanora straminea LI X X X

Multiclavula 
vernalis

2 2 LI X X

CRYPTOGAMIC PLANTS: LICHENS
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