
  
 

 
COMHAIRLE NAN EILEAN SIAR  
TRANSPORTATION SUB-COMMITTEE 

 
  

 
 
Minute of Meeting held in the 
Council Offices, Stornoway, 
on Monday 23 June 2008 at 
2.00pm   

 
 
PRESENT Mr Donald J Macsween (Chairman)  
 Mr Donald Manford  
 Mr John A Maciver  
 Mr John Mackay  
   
APOLOGIES Mr Peter Carlin  
 Mr Martin Taylor  
 Mr Philip R Maclean  
 
 
  MINUTES 

 
Transportation 
Sub Committee 
 
 

1 The Minute of Meeting of 28 May 2008 was approved 

  TAXI/PRIVATE HIRE CAR LICENSING 
 

  It was agreed that the public including the press be excluded from the Meeting 
during consideration of the following item on the grounds that exempt information 
as defined in Paragraph 6 of Schedule 7A to the Local Government (Scotland) Act 
1973 as amended, namely, information relating the financial or business affairs of 
any particular person other than the Comhairle 
 
 

Suspension of a 
Taxi Driver’s 
License 

2 The Chief Executive submitted a Report in relation to a complaint had been 
received in relation to the Taxi Driver’s License held by Mr AB.  The Report stated 
that in addition to the complaint, representations had been received from Northern 
Constabulary in relation to Mr AB and it was therefore deemed necessary to submit 
the matter to Members.  Mrs Mairi Matheson, Chief Licensing Officer, accompanied 
by Chief Inspector Philip Macrae and Mr AB, accompanied by his representative 
Mr Iain Maciver were invited into the Meeting.  Mrs Matheson addressed the Sub 
Committee in relation to the complaint and invited Chief Inspector Philip Macrae to 
comment on the terms of his letter of 19 May 2008.  Mr Iain Maciver, representing 
Mr AB, was afforded the opportunity of asking questions of Mrs Matheson and 
Chief Inspector Macrae.  Mr Maciver submitted that the terms of the police letter 
should not be considered by the Sub-Committee as the matter had been dealt with 
by the Procurator Fiscal who had decided to take no action.  The parties were 
asked to leave the Meeting while the Sub-Committee deliberated Mr Maciver’s 
submission. 
 
The Sub-Committee, agreed to consider the police observations but would give 
sufficient weight to the fact that the Procurator Fiscal had decided to take no 
action. 
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  Both parties were invited into the Meeting and informed of the Sub-Committee’s 
decision.  Mr Iain Maciver, representing Mr AB, was afforded the opportunity of 
addressing the Sub-Committee in relation to the complaint.  Mrs Matheson was 
afforded the opportunity of asking questions of Mr Maciver.  Members of the Sub 
Committee were afforded the opportunity of asking questions of Mrs 
Matheson/Chief Inspector Macrae and Mr Maciver.  The parties left the Meeting 
while the Sub-Committee deliberated. 
 
The Sub-Committee agreed, having carefully considered the submissions 
made by both parties, that Mr AB was no longer a fit and proper person to 
hold a Taxi Driver’s License and Mr AB’s license was therefore revoked with 
immediate effect 
 
 

Fare in Respect 
of Taxi 
Licensing and 
Private Hire Car 
Licensing 

3 The Chief Executive submitted a Report seeking to review the current level of fares 
for taxi and private hire car licensing in the Outer Hebrides.  The Report stated that 
all taxi operators and taxi/private hire car associations had been written to seeking 
their comments in relation to the fare structures and details of the responses 
received were given in the Report. 
 
It was agreed that: 
 
(1) the existing level of fare would remain in terms of Section 17 of the 

Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 with an effective date of 29 
September 2008; 

 
(2) an advertisement would be placed in the Stornoway Gazette with 

details of the Comhairle’s proposals to maintain the current rate of 
maximum fares in respect of taxi and private car licensing (where the 
private hire cars were fixed with taxi meters) and invite 
representations; and 

 
(3) the matter be referred back to the Sub Committee should further 

representations be received 
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