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PURPOSE OF REPORT To seek Members’ view on the use of ‘Hopkins’ style cattle 

grids on low volume roads. 
 
 COMPETENCE 
 
1.1 There are no legal, financial or other constraints to the recommendations being 

implemented.  Ongoing maintenance costs will be funded from within the Roads 
Revenue budget. 

 
 SUMMARY 
 
2.1 Members may recall that in February 2005 the Committee agreed to trials being 

undertaken on the use of lower specification cattle grids on some of the authority’s 
lower volume roads.  Since 2005 several failed cattle grids have been replaced with 
‘Hopkins’ type cattle grids which to date have proven to be successful in coping with 
the limited volumes of traffic. 

 
2.2 Since the pilot schemes were carried out a number of organisations have requested 

the Comhairle’s authority to install the ‘Hopkins’ type grid on public roads.  As the 
grids have been performing satisfactorily it is now considered appropriate to extend 
the use of these grids to new locations where high volumes of heavy traffic are not 
envisaged for the foreseeable future. 

 
2.3 Any cattle grid installed by an external organisation will require to be constructed and 

maintained by that organisation for a period of twelve months post completion to the 
satisfaction of the Director of Technical Services.  The specification for the cattle 
grids will be as determined by the Director of Technical Services. 

 
 RECOMMENDATION 
 
3.1 It is recommended that the Comhairle approve: 
 
 (a) the use of ‘Hopkins’ type cattle grids constructed  to the satisfaction of 

the Director of Technical Services be adopted for use on low volume 
roads; and 

 
 (b) the type and construction of the cattle grids be in accordance with 

standards determined by the Director of Technical Services. 
 
 
Contact Officer: Donald MacRae, 01851 709556 
Background Papers Report 1 February 2005 – Cattle Grid Pilot Proposal 
 
 


