
 

 

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE    18 JUNE 2008 
 
WINTER MAINTENANCE COSTS 2007/08 
 
Report by Director of Technical Services 

 
PURPOSE OF REPORT To advise Members on the final outturn figure for winter 

maintenance operation for 2007/08. 
 
 COMPETENCE 
 
1.1 There are no legal, financial or other constraints to the recommendations being 

implemented. 
 
 SUMMARY 
 
2.1 Section 34 of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 imposes a duty on the Comhairle as Roads 

Authority to take such steps as they consider necessary to prevent snow or ice 
endangering the safe passage of road users.  Section 1 of the Act imposes a duty as 
Roads Authority to maintain its public roads. 

 
2.2 As Members will be aware recent winters in the Eilean an Siar have been milder in 

comparison to the late nineties with less snow fall and more wet days.  In the winter of 
2006/07 the milder weather resulted in average daily temperatures staying generally 
above zero resulting in considerable savings in the winter maintenance budget. 

 
2.3 The winter of 2007/08 although again with little snowfall and above average temperatures 

saw many days of rain with temperatures frequently dipping below zero for short periods 
of times.  As a result of these conditions the roads were frequently in a freeze/thaw cycle 
which required treatment and in some cases re-treatment to prevent ice forming.  It is 
estimated that the more marginal conditions in 20007/08 resulted in 70% more gritting 
runs than in 2006/07. 

 
2.4 The final outturn figure for gritting operations in Eileanan an Siar and in 2007/08 was 

£1,437,266.  The budget for 2007/08 was £1,403,839. 
 
2.5 Members will recall that in December 2007 the Comhairle agreed to fund additional 

drainage work from the winter maintenance budget to a value of £100k.  This additional 
funding enabled a programme of drainage works to be delivered across the islands which 
together with the ongoing road maintenance drainage programme helped to reduce flood 
risk in a number of areas together with prolonging the life of adjacent road structures. 

 
2.6 A list of the locations where drainage works were carried out is shown in Appendix A of 

this Report. 
 
2.7 Drainage works are currently ongoing in a number of other locations and further 

programmes will be developed over oncoming months.  Those additional works will be 
funded from the Transportation Roads Maintenance Revenue Budget.  However without 
continuing additional funding as in 2007/08 the situation overall will not improve 
significantly in years to come. 

 
2.8 As a result of the additional gritting runs and the drainage works the final outturn for 

winter maintenance costs 2007/08 resulted in an overall overspend of £133k.  The 
overspend will be found from winter maintenance balances from previous years. 

 
 RECOMMENDATION 
 
3.1 It is recommended that the Comhairle note the Report. 
 
Contact Officer: Donald MacRae, 01851 709556 
Background Papers: None 
Appendix: Ditching Charged re Winter Maintenance 2007/08 



Appendix A

REF NO DESCRIPTION VALUE

7695911 Coll and 8 Breasclete £6,286.00

7566555 Steinish, Port of Ness, Galson, Sheshader, Raven's Lane £2,651.00

7695896 South Glason, Keose, Borve, North Dell £1,808.00

7696037 Port of Ness, South Dell-Upper Shader £2,900.00

7643020 flesherin, Knock, Tuimpan, Aird £15,147.00

7643029 Sanny Brae, Tolsta, Gress, Sheshader, Coll, Bakers Road, 
Tuimpan, Knock, PortVoller £4,891.00

7566550 Breasclete, Leurbost-Pentland £4,647.00

7696059 Port of Ness, Galson, Raven's Lane-Steinish £2,475.00

25705 Clisham-Maaruig, Maaruig-Rhenigidale, Strond, finsbay Link 
Road, Grosebay £8,174.00

IDT2707 Drimsdale Township Road, Lochskiport £4,303.00

IDT2707 North Uist - Sollas, Tigharry, Committee Road; South uist - 
Lochmaddly, Grenitote £10,294.00

IDT2707 B888 Carshaval, Locheyenort, Strome Township Road, 
South glendale, Stoneybridge £16,477.00

IDT2707 A865 Gramsdale, Petersport, Uiskevagh £10,706.00

IDT2707/2712 Sollas, Carinish, Tigharry, Baynead, Committee Road £10,302.00

IDT2707 Bayhead £8,505.00
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