
  
 

COMHAIRLE NAN EILEAN SIAR 
TRANSPORTATION SUB-COMMITTEE 

 
 

 
 
Minute of Meeting held in the 
Council Offices, Stornoway, 
on Wednesday 28 May 2008 
at 10.00am   

 
 
PRESENT Mr Donald J MacSween (Chairman)  
 Mr Peter Carlin  
 Mr Martin Taylor   
 Mr John A Maciver  
 Mr John Mackay  
   
APOLOGIES Mr Donald Manford Mr Philip R McLean 
 
 
  MINUTES 

 
The Minute of Meeting of 2 November 2007 was approved. Transportation 

Sub-Committee 
 
 

1 

  TAXI/PRIVATE HIRE CAR LICENSING 
 

  It was agreed that the public including the press be excluded from the Meeting 
during consideration of the following item 2 on the grounds that exempt information 
as defined in Paragraph 6 of Schedule 7A to the Local Government (Scotland) Act 
1973 as amended, namely, information relating to information relating to the 
financial business affairs of any particular person other than the Comhairle 
 
 

Application for a 
Taxi Operators 
Licence 
 
 

2 The Chief Executive submitted a Report relating to an application for a Taxi 
Operator’s License submitted by Mr AB.  The Report stated that objections to the 
application had been received from Northern Constabulary and the Comhairle’s 
Licensing Office.  The Report further stated that the objection from Northern 
Constabulary was received outwith the statutory period for lodging an objection as 
detailed in the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982.  Chief Inspector Philip 
Macrae, representing Northern Constabulary, together with the Chief Licensing 
Officer and the appellant were invited into the Meeting.  Chief Inspector Macrae 
was invited to address the Sub-Committee in relation to the late receipt of the 
objection.  Mr AB was given the opportunity to comment on the admissibility of the 
late objection.  The parties withdrew from the Meeting while the Sub-Committee 
deliberated. 
 
The Chairman, seconded by Mr Peter Carlin, moved that the Sub-Committee do 
not consider the objection from Northern Constabulary as it was received outwith 
the statutory time period. 
 
Mr John Mackay, seconded by Mr John A Maciver, moved as an amendment that 
the Sub-Committee consider the objection from Northern Constabulary, 
notwithstanding it was received outwith the statutory time period. 
 
On the matter being put to the vote, the motion received the majority of votes 
cast, and became the finding of the Meeting. 
 
 



  All the parties were invited into the Meeting and informed of the Sub-Committee’s 
decision. 
 
Mrs Mairi Matheson, Chief Licensing Officer, was invited to address the Sub 
Committee in relation to the objection from the Comhairle’s Licensing Office.  Mrs 
Matheson indicated that the objection related to the information detailed in a letter 
dated 7 April 2008 from Northern Constabulary.  Mrs Matheson indicated that part 
of her objection related to spent convictions and the Sub-Committee were informed 
of the general nature of those convictions. 

   
Mr AB was given the opportunity to address the Sub-Committee on the 
admissibility of the spent convictions.  The parties left the Meeting while the Sub-
Committee deliberated. 
 
The Sub-Committee agreed, in light of the information available to them, to 
hear further details of the spent convictions. 
 
The parties were invited back into the Meeting and informed of the Sub-
Committee’s decision. 
 
Mrs Mairi Matheson addressed the Sub-Committee in relation to her objection to 
the application and invited Chief Inspector Philip Macrae to comment on the terms 
of the police letter of 7 April 2008.  Mr AB was afforded the opportunity of asking 
questions of Mrs Matheson and Chief Inspector Macrae.  Mr AB was invited to 
address the Sub-Committee in relation to his application.  Mrs Matheson was 
afforded the opportunity of asking questions of Mr AB.  Members were afforded the 
opportunity of asking questions of Chief Inspector Macrae/Mrs Matheson and Mr 
AB.  The parties left the Meeting while the Sub-Committee deliberated. 
 
It was agreed, that in light of the information available, and by the nature of 
the applicant’s previous convictions, Mr AB’s application for a Taxi 
Operator’s License would be refused. 
 
 

Application for  
Taxi Drivers 
Licence 
 
 

3 The Democratic Services Manager informed the Sub-Committee that the 
application had been withdrawn. 
 
 

 


