NOVEMBER 2009

Adam Ingram Minister
for Children and Early
Years

In May 1998 the Govern-
ment published “Meeting
the Childcare Challenge” —
A Childcare Strategy for
Scotland. The overall aim
of the strategy was to make
high quality affordable
childcare available in every
area and information on
available childcare. In ad-
dition the Government
promised every eligible 3
and 4 year old child a part
time funded pre-school
education place. The Sure
Start initiative was also
launched around this time
and aimed to help disad-
vantaged families with very
young children.

The Western Isles Child-
care Partnership was
formed in 1999 to take for-
ward this childcare agenda
and celebrated 10 years of
operation in the “Bridge
Centre” Stornoway on the
29™ September 2009. There
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Childcare
Partnership
Celebrates 10 Years

was a lot to celebrate with
89 childminders receiving
support and funding over
the 10 years, three quarters
of the workforce now meet-
ing the requirements of the
Scottish Social Services
Council, 63% of pre-school
provision being delivered
through the medium of
Gaelic and an increase in
pre-school funded hours.
There were numerous dis-
plays showing the work that
has been carried out over
this period and services
available from several part-
ner agencies.

In addition to the develop-
ments in childcare and pre-
school education, the num-
ber of children benefiting
from the Sure Start service
has increased dramatically
over the years. 89 children
accessed the service during
the last financial year. This
service supports disadvan-
taged children and their
families. The range of sup-
port includes: information
on child development, help
with child health issues, be-
haviour, play, sleep prob-
lems and parenting skills.

Adam Ingram, MSP, Scottish
Government Minister for
Children and Early Years
attended the celebrations
and praised the Western
Isles Partnership for all that
they had achieved.

Entertainment for the after-
noon was provided by Oich-
dhe Chiadain, Stornoway

Patricia White, Early Years Service Manager, Bernard
Chisholm, Head of Early Years and Inclusion, Cllr Annie
MacDonald, Chair CCP, Adam Ingram, Minister for Chil-
dren and Early Years, Alasdair Allan, MSP

Primary Gaelic Nursery and
Primary 1 GM, and Laxdale
After School Club.

Stornoway Primary,
Nursery & P1 Gaelic

Laxdale After School
Club

Oichdhe Chiadain
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New Logo, New Name

With a new Early Years ship. Macphee and Amy ship would like to thank
and Early Intervention The new Partnership has Robin Stewart. Clir all those who entered
Strategy taking forward had its inaugural meeting Morag Munro, Chair of the competition and also
an integrated early and pupils of the Education and Chil- Mr Rowlands of the Art
year’s agenda it was Nicolson Institute art de- dren’s Services pre- Department for his assis-
agreed that it would be partment were asked to sented the prize to both  tance.

appropriate for the West-  design a new logo. of the young people at The final version of the
ern Isles Childcare Part- The new Logo is a combi- the 10th anniversary logo can be seen on the
nership to change name  j.tion of the art work of  celebrations. front cover.

to Early Years Partner- two pupils, Ayla The Early Years Partner-

Mr Rowlands, Ayla MacPhe, Cllr
Morag Munro and Amy Robin Stewart

Ayla MacPhee Amy Robin Stewart

Art Competition Winners

All childcare providers in the

Western Isles were invited to

submit artwork for a competi-
tion that was run on the day of
the 10th anniversary celebra-
tions.

All those present on the day

were asked to vote for their )
Above: Second prize art work,

Kirsty MacLeod being presented
The winner was four year old  with her prize by Fiona MacLeod.

favourite picture.

Murray MacDonald who at- . .

. . Below: First prize art work,
tends Croileagan Nis. Murray MacDonald being
Murray was presented with presented with his prize by

his prize by Alison Macleod Alison Macleod.
Early Years Support Officer.

Second prize went to Kirsty
MacLeod age three who at-
tends Sandwickhill School
Nursery.

Kirsty was presented with
her prize by Fiona MacLeod
Early Years Support Officer
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Early Years & Early Intervention Strategy 2009-14

The Early Years and Early Intervention Strategy was approved
by the Combhairle in August 2009.This strategy links to the Scot-
tish Governments Early Years Framework, National and Local
outcomes. The Early Years and Early Intervention Strategy
aims to provide children in the Western Isles with the best start
in life by improving children’s early experiences, identify
those at risk of low achievement, and supporting families and
communities to develop their own solutions to meet children’s
needs.

The Early Years Partnership has had its inaugural meeting and
is in the process of forming 4 working groups to take forward
the strategic objectives outlined within the document.

Further information on the Early Years and Early Intervention
Strategy can be found at

http://www.cne-siar.gov.uk/earlyyears/

The photo shows Adam Ingram Adam Ingram, MSP, Scottish
Government Minister for Children and Early Years, Cllr Annie
Macdonald, Chair of the Childcare Partnership, MSP Alasdair
Allan at the launch of the new strategy on the 29" September.

Sgoil Araich Airaidhantuim
recently moved from their
accommodation in the porta-
cabin into a purpose built
room in the new Clan Mac-
Quarrie hall.

The sgoil araich was officially
opened by Cllr. Agnes Ren-
nie on the 22nd of June.

The children and staff have
settled into the new premises
and are enjoying spending
time in their new garden.

Dates for your diary

Literacy Across Manual Handling Risk Assessment Elementary Food
3 Ezarnmg Hygiene
rd December

9am - 3pm 9th December 10th December 4th & 11th December
Meeting Room LEC lpm - Spm 9.30am- 4pm 9.15am - 12.15pm
4th December 2009 Cothrom Training Centre = Cothrom Training Centre .

Catering Department
9am - 4pm South Uist South Uist

Caledonian Hotel Lews Castle College


http://www.cne-siar.gov.uk/earlyyears/
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Western Isles Early Years Partnership

The new website for Early Years has

now been launched and can be visited Eaily; Yeals Fartnersnip

at: 7 Harbour View
Cromwell Street Quay
Stornoway
Isle of Lewis
HS1 2DF

www.cne-siar.gov.uk/earlyyears

You will find information on policies,

Phone: 01851 822284
Fax: 01851 70 5621
E-mail: c-macleod@cne-siar.gov.uk
www.cne-siar.gov.uk/earlyyears/

grants, family support services, train-
ing and Sure Start.

EARLY YEARS STAFF
Patricia White Early Years Services Manager 01851 8222 81 pwhite@cne-siar.gov.uk
Michelle Campbell Pre School Teacher 01870 603652 mcampbell@cne-siar.gov.uk

01851 822280
01851710619

Alison MacLeod Early Years Support Officer alison.macleod@cne-siar.gov.uk

Fiona MacLeod Early Years Support Officer 01851 70 8672 fiona.macleod@cne-siar.gov.uk

Christina MacLeod Early Years Worker 01851 8222 84 c-macleod@cne-siar.gov.uk

Margaret Morrison Clerical Assistant (P/T) 01851 8222 82 m.morrison@cne-siar.gov.uk

Donalda Campbell Clerical/Admin Assistant 01851 8222 80 donalda.campbell@cne-siar.gov.uk

Mandy Gillies Admin Assistant (P/T) 01851 8222 85 m.gillies@cne-siar.gov.uk

Gillian MacKenzie Clerical/Admin Assistant 01851 8222 83 gillian.mackenzie@cne-siar.gov.uk

Kathleen Libby Admin Assistant (P/T) 01851 822285 kathleen.libby@cne-siar.gov.uk

ARE YOUR DETAILS UP TO

Minimum Wage Enrolments 2010/11

The minimum wage increased

on the 1st of October 2009 to:
16 to 17yrs - £3.57

18 to 21 yrs - £4.83

22yrs+ - £5.80

All voluntary management
committees should ensure
that their staff are not being
paid below the national mini-
mum wage.

For help with any queries re-
garding the National Mini-
mum Wage
contact the
Pay and
Work Rights
Helpline
0800917
2368

Parents are reminded that
they should enrol their chil-
dren in February at their
chosen pre school provider
or school.

Dates for enrolments for
individual schools and set-
tings will be advertised in
the local press at the begin-
ning of 2010.

Children who are three be-
fore 28th February 2011
will be eligible for a funded
pre school place during
2010/11 academic year.

For more information of pre
school funding contact your
local provider or visit
WWww.cne-siar.gov.uk/
earlyyears

DATE?
To enable parents and carers
to choose the most suitable
childcare for their children the
details held on the ChIS data-
base must be up to date and
accurate. A form goes out to
each childcare provider each
year so that the details can be
updated.
Have you completed and re-
turned your form?
Has anything changed since
you submitted your details?
Are you not sure ?
Make sure your details are up
to date.
Contact Margaret Morrison
Tel: 01851 822282
email
m.morrison@cne-siar.gov.uk




