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Population and Migration

2008 Based Population Projections for Scottish Areas

The 2008 based population projections for Scottish Areas were released by the General Register Office for
Scotland in February 2010. The 2008 based projections predict a less severe decline in the population of
the Outer Hebrides than was previously forecasted in the 2002 (-17%), 2004 (-15%) and 2006 (-5.5%)
based projections. By 2031 the populations of most council areas in Scotland are projected to be higher
under the 2008 based projections than under the 2006 based projections.

The main points arising from the projections are as follows:

¢ The population in the Outer Hebrides is projected to decline by -4.1% over the period 2008-2033
with: a 17.4% decline in the 0-15 yr age group; an 11.7% decline in the working age population and
a 23.6% increase in those of pensionable age;

¢ The Outer Hebrides is projected to see a 23% decline in the number of annual births from 261 in
2008/09 to 201 in 2032/33; an improvement on previous 2006 based projections of -38%.

¢ The Outer Hebrides is projected to continue to experience positive net migration (more people
moving here than leaving); thus the anticipated population decline is due to more deaths than births
(negative natural change), the result of a skewed age profile, despite net in-migration.

¢ By 2033, the percentage of the population who are 65+ will have increased to 33.5%;

Change in Age Groups in Outer Hebrides

2008 and 2033 Highlands and Islands: Other area projections are
as follows: Shetland 7.5% decrease; Orkney 12.1%
8 increase; Highland 17.6% increase.
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¢ 0-15 yrs: Nationally, the number of children 0-15 is projected to fall by 1.5% by 2033. The number is
projected to decrease in 20 of the 32 local authorities. The largest percentage decline in this age group is
in Shetland with a fall of 32.5%. In the Outer Hebrides it is projected to decline by -17.4%;

¢ Working Age: The working age population is projected to increase in 15 council areas from 2008-2033 but
increase nationally only by 2.2% over the period. Inverclyde is projected to have the greatest decline in this
age group at -26.3%, while the Outer Hebrides are eighth at -11.7%. The working age includes the change
in womenb6s state pension age from 60 to 65 bet we
both men and women by 2026.

¢ Pensionable Age: The population of pensionable age (taking into account the change in state retirement
age) is projected to increase by 2033 in all council areas and will increase nationally by 31.4%. In 2008
Dumfries and Galloway and Argyll and Bute (both 25%) Outer Hebrides and South Ayrshire (both 24%) had
the highest proportions of people of pensionable age. Aberdeenshire will have the highest increase in
2033 at 64.9% followed by: West Lothian (59.5%); and Shetland (52.2%). The Outer Hebrides is projected
to see a 23.6% increase in this age group from 2008 to 2033; this decline is below the national average
(and 24 other local authorities areas) but this is mainly due to the fact that we already have a significantly
higher proportion of our population in the older age groups.
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Babies First Names 2009 Page 2

General Register Office for Scotland (GROS) have released statistics on the most popular names in 2009. In
the Outer Hebrides the most popul ar boybés names werl|e
names were Chloe, then Emily, Erin, Eva and Katie all joint second.

Jack and Sophie head the lists for most popular babies names in Scotland.

Births, Marriages and Deaths

The General Register Office for Scotland Vital Events releases quarterly and annual figures for births, marriages
and deaths.

Live Births in the Outer Hebrides by The adjacent table shows the percentage
Marital Status of Parents of live births in the Outer Hebrides by the
marital status of the parents. The

percentage of births to unmarried parents

o 128 has, on the whole, increased year on year
ig’ 60 from 26.1% in 2001 to 39.7% in 2008. In
S 40 Scotland the percentage of births to
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- 04 . . . . . . . . and 2008 has been the first year that

births to unmarried parents has risen to
over 50%. This is from 43.3% in 2001, an

Year increase of 6.8%, less than the rise seen
B % Married B % Unmarried in the Outer Hebrides over the same
period which was 13.6%.
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Births, Marriages and Deaths Preliminary Annual Figures 2009

Preliminary figures released by GROS show that the Outer Hebrides had the lowest birth rate 8.7 (rate per 1,000
population) of all the Local Authorities in Scotland, the Scottish average being 11.4. The Outer Hebrides had the
highest death rate (13.4) in comparison to the Scottish average of 10.4.

Life Expectancy in Special Areas in Scotland 2006  -08

GROS released a report on life expectancy in Scotland on 25 March 2010.

The above report on life expectancy shows that
it varies a great deal across the whole of
Scotland. Men in the poorest parts of Scotland
have a life expectancy that is more than 13 gg ]

years shorter than males in the most affluent gg:
communities, while for women it is nine years 76 -
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Mid 2008 Population Estimates for
Settlements

The General Reqister Office for Scotland released mid
2008 population figures for settlements on 30 March
2010. Figures are released biennially. The GROS
estimates that there are currently 5,530 people,
approximately 21.1% of the Outer Hebrides estimated
population, living in the Stornoway settlement. The
adjacent map shows the Stornoway settlement area.

Year Population
2008 5,530
2006 5,740
2004 5,640
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Labour Market

The latest release from NOMIS (Office for

National Statistics) gives the following
unemployment rates for March 2010:
Outer Hebrides 3.9%
Scotland 4.5%
Great Britain 4.2%

The Outer Hebrides continues to have a lower
unemployment rate than Scotland and Great
Britain, since May 2009. The unemployment
rate had been rising consistently since
September 2009, but has dropped to 3.9% in
March from 4.1% in February.

Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings 2009

ASHE 2009 gives UK data on earnings for
employees.

Built Environment

Scottish Government figures show that there were 21
house transactions in the Outer Hebrides in January
2010, 62% higher than a year ago and 28% below the
average for the same month over the last 3 years.

The average house price in the Outer Hebrides is 9%
higher than a year ago at around £93,286. This com-
pares to a Scottish average house price of £149,456 for
the month of January 2010.

Scottish Household Survey 2007/08 Link
Vacant and Derelict Land Survey 2009 Link
Housing Statistics for Scotland 2009 Link

Agriculture Fisheries & Forestry

The Agricultural Census shows that the majority of
occupiers in the Outer Hebrides (78.8%) work less
than half-time, 9.8% of those are 60 and over and
29.7% of those are 40 and under. Only 3.0% of
agricultural occupiers work full time.

Fish Farms Annual Production Survey 2008 Link
Scottish Fisheries and Europe Link
EU Norway Fisheries Talks Link
June Agricultural Census by Geographic Area  Link
Scottish Sea Fisheries Statistics 2009 Link
Climate Change Forests and Forestry Link
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