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GAELIC being our 
children‛s first lan-
guage, we felt that 

Gaelic Medium Edu-
cation was the 
obvious option 
and we are very 
grateful for its 
availability as it 
has benefited 
our children 

immensely.  With 
the government‛s 

backing of Gaelic, we 
expect the language to con-

tinue to prosper and we believe 
GME has given our children 
the opportunity to participate 
in this exciting development.  

Alice Macarthur

I am a fluent Gaelic speaker with three children, 
two in Gaelic Medium Education and one in Cròilea-
gan.  I feel all children should be given this oppor-
tunity, as they are quick to learn languages at this 
age.  A Gaelic help-line would be a good idea for 
parents who have no Gaelic.  

Mary Ann Macdonald

AS a parent of three 
children in GME, I 
would not have chosen 
otherwise for them 
as I feel it is so im-
portant and beneficial 
for them to hold onto 
their first language and at the end of the day they 
will be bilingual.  English is such a strong language 
and we have to ensure that Gaelic gets a fair 
chance.

Mina Nicolson



FOR parents like me, who take the strengthening of our 
Gaelic language seriously, GME is the key.  Both my children 
are in primary school and are not just bilin-
gual.  It goes deeper than that.  I am cer-

tain 
that 
they 
have a 
better 
under-
standing 
of lan-
guage 

and I believe that they will have greater 
confidence when learning other languages 
later in life.  They follow the same curricu-
lum as their English Medium counterparts 
but will be fluent Gaelic speakers as well, 
achieving a fluency that, despite being a 
native Gaelic speaker, I could not have 
taught them.

Catriona Mackenzie

IT  was difficult deciding whether to put the children into 
GME because no one in the family has any Gaelic.  With some 

encouragement from other parents, the 
GME route was decided upon.  My children 
settled in right away and to my delight 
were very quickly fluent speakers.  Home-
work was an initial worry but it became 
clear 
that 
they 
knew 
exactly 
what 
they 
were 
doing, 
and 
trying to teach me added an often hilarious 

dimension to the homework.  They have 
both chosen to carry on GME at the 

Nicolson Institute which gives me confidence that my 
initial decision was a good one.  Linda Law


