Teachers Notes

Basket Making

Traditionally the form of a basket reflected its function.  Baskets were made from materials gathered locally for use in the home and at work.  The styles of baskets evolved for a particular purpose in the working or domestic lives of the people of Scotland, rather than as an act of individual expression or creativity.  Basket making is basically the combining of individual (plant) fibres encompassing willow, rush, roots, bark or pine needles to produce an object which is fixed by no other means than the natural binding of a like material.

Worksheet

Imagine you live in a place where there are no shops and money doesn’t exist… You would have to make all your own clothes and furniture, cut your own peat and grow your own crops.  But how would you carry all your peat and crops back to your house?  You’d have to make yourself a BASKET– and different types of baskets could be used for carrying different things.
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This creel (Cliabh) basket is worn on the back, 

with a band across the chest to hold it in place –
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 this would leave the hands free to do other things, 

like knitting. 

Its special feature is that it would

be STRONG and STURDY so that it could carry

heavy peats and last a long time. 

· What sort of basket would you need to carry something like grain or oats? Think about the size and shape of the basket you would need as well as any special features it would have.

Special features – tightly woven so grain wouldn’t be lost; strong to hold a lot of grain; flat-bottomed so it wouldn’t topple when put down etc

· Can you find the two creels in the exhibition?  Can you think why they both have gaps in the weaving?

Creel 1 – In basket-making display 
Creel 2 – In corner next to Knitting case

The gaps provided spaces to hold the creel so it was easier to lift
· Willow is most often used in basket making because it’s strong and supple.  Can you find THREE other materials that might be used instead of willow?

1
oat straw


2
grasses

3  
field rushes


Answers can be found on the information panels
· These baskets are made from natural resources, like trees and plants.  Can you think why these baskets would be more environmentally friendly than the plastic bags that we use today?

Bio-degradable


Strong (would last a long time)

Valuable (time-consuming to make so would not be thrown away)

· Upstairs there are a number or baskets that were used for different things.  Can you find TWO of them and explain what they were used for?

1 #4 in Agricultural display – to carry peat/seaweed/manure/wool/hay/dairy products

2
Fishing display – to hold fishing lines/buoys etc





This picture shows a basket-maker using his most important tool – his HANDS.  There is no machine or factory that can produce what basket-makers can.  Below are some other tools that would be used:

Knife – to cut the willow

Bodkin – a long, steel tool to feed the willow through the weave

Can you find the wooden frame for making this basket?


Downstairs in display next to Knitting case

· Design and draw a basket.  What would you use it for? School? Sport? Holidays? What would you make it from and what special features would you give it?

