Teachers Notes

Kilt Making

· When wearing a kilt, why do you think a sporran is needed?

No pockets – sporran needed to keep stuff in

· Since Victorian times, certain tartans have become associated with certain clans or families.  Does YOUR family have its own tartan? Draw it in the box below.  If not, design your own tartan pattern, draw it in the box and give it a name.


· Find the tools used to make a kilt – write FOUR of them below.

Needles
Scissors
Measuring tape
  Thread
Thimble



Taylors chalk and wax


Answers can be found in information panel
· Until quite recently, no chemical dyes existed.  Find out what natural materials were used instead to dye cloth different colours.

Natural Materials        =
 Colour




Bog Myrtle


 Yellow




Ladies Bedstraw

 Red




Ragwort



 Dark Green




Lichen



 Dark Red


Examples are in the exhibition case

· On what occasions do we wear kilts nowadays? Usually weddings, Highland dancing, special occasions. Strongly linked to national identity
· What is a sgian dubh?  Where would it be worn? A knife, worn down the side of the sock
· Kilts were often made from Harris tweed. Can you find another item of clothing in the upstairs exhibition that was also made from tweed? Where was it made?  What were the buttons made from?

Jacket in the weaving case (upstairs).  Made in St Kilda

Buttons are made of horn

Answers are in the information panel
Crofts and Sports

· Horn was used to make a wide variety of useful things – can you find some other things upstairs that are made of horn?

Beakers, cups, spoons and combs (can be found in the Blackhouse case, upstairs)

· What modern material might be used today to make these sort of things?

Metal, plastic, ceramic, wood

· Rams horn and wood could also be used to make handles for walking sticks and shepherds crooks.  Look for the examples in the downstairs exhibition.  A lot of work went into carving things like thistles and fish on the handles.  Design your own handle in the box below


Pupils can find examples of designs in the Croft and Sports case downstairs

· Find out the different stages needed to shape a piece of horn and wood and write them down below:

Rams horn is boiled, flattened and squeezed into the desired shape

Wood is sliced, then the handle design is drawn onto its surface and then carved

Answers can be found on the information panel 
