Celebrating Scotland’s Crafts

Knitting and Needlework

· Do YOU knit? Do you know anybody that knits?  What sort of things do they make?

· What is knitting useful for and why?

· Knitting is a popular pastime all over the world and different countries have developed different styles.  Scotland’s most distinctive styles are called “Sanquhar” and “Fair Isle”.  Find examples of these styles and copy their patterns into the boxes below.
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Sanquhar





Fair Isle

· At this time, knitting was done almost constantly and often while something else was being done.  This picture shows women carrying home the peats and knitting at the same time!


· Knitted patterns often included symbols that had a special meaning.  Look carefully in the knitwear exhibition for the HEART, the CROSS and the ANCHOR.  Can you see what these symbols stood for?

· Design your own pattern for a jumper which represents where you live or one which tells a story.  Think about any shapes and symbols to include and think about what colour you’d like it to be.  Write a description of your design to let people know what it is about.

· A lot of work has gone into the making of the Shetland lace shawl so it must have been made for a special event.  Can you guess what it might have been?

· Can you find the knitted underskirt? What is the top part  made from?

· What other things can you find that have been hand-knitted? Remember to look upstairs!

