Teachers Notes

Tweed and Woollen Cloth

This worksheet examines the process of cloth-making from the initial gathering of the wool to the finished product.  Most information can be found on the information panels and cases in the Woollens and Tweed  display in the gallery on the 1st floor. 
How do you turn a SHEEP into a COAT?  Follow the arrows and answer the questions to complete the 10 easy steps!
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1  Gathering
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First, the wool has to be 






gathered from the sheep.





  
How was this done?
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Plucked by hand or sheared





















3  Dyeing








2  Washing

Before chemical dyes existed, natural materials


What sort of things might be

were used. Find out what things were 



in a sheeps wool that would

used to make different colours:




need cleaned out?

Natural Material
  =
Colour




Stones, dirt, peat,  grass











insects, heather etc

Nettle                             Cream

Iris leaves                      Beige

Peat soot                       Yellow

Ladies Bedstraw           Peach

(there are other examples in the Kilt case downstairs)

4 Dyeing







6 Carding







The dye and wool would then be 




Carding was done to straighten 

put in a pot and boiled on top of a fire. 



the wool.  What was added to the 

Find the pot and wool and draw it




wool at this stage and why? 










Grease/butter – to stop the 










wool fibres breaking










Look out for the hand-cards in 









the exhibition and draw them.

7  Spinning











The picture below shows a 











spindle being used to make









the wool into yarn.  What 











else can you find that could











spin wool?











Spinning wheel in loom 










display


8  Weaving

The yarn is woven into material called

 tweed.  It is usually woven on a loom.  

How many looms can you find?

Read the information panel to find

 the name of one of the looms

2

Hattersley

Beart bheag/mhòr
9  Waulking

What was ‘waulking’?

The cloth was moved back and forwards on a table between women until softened and shrunk





Once it had been properly stretched 






and dried, the material was now ready

to be made into a jacket.  Find other things

made from tweed downstairs…

What other things can YOU think of that

Could be made from the tweed? 

There are examples downstairs in the Kilt display

Have you seen the tweed shoes on the “Isle of Lewis” ferry?!

