
From:   

Sent: 24 January 2018 15:21 

To: Cllr.   

Cc: Cllr.  ,  , Cllr.  -  , Cllr.  , Cllr. 

 , Cllr.  , Cllr.  , Cllr.  - Uist , Cllr.  

 , Cllr.  , Cllr.  , Cllr.  , Cllr.  

, Cllr.  , Cllr.  , Cllr.  , Cllr.  

. 

 , Cllr.  , Cllr.  , Cllr.  , Cllr.  

 , Cllr.  , Cllr.  , Cllr.  , Cllr.  

 ,  ,  ,  ,   

Subject: PROPOSED ALL-WEATHER PITCH, CASTLEBAY, BARRA 

 

Dear , 

 

Thank you for sending me a copy of your e-mail below to Councillor  on this subject. 

I do not usually enter into member-to-member debates, but hope to make clear that, rather than 

denying the fulfillment of aspirations, or blocking a proposal, the Comhairle has done its level best to 

ensure that this facility is provided – whether by the community or by the Comhairle. Neither do I 

see any contrast in approach to what are wholly different situations in Stornoway and Castlebay. 

 

The Comhairle has been consistently encouraging of the Barra and Vatersay community in its wish to 

secure an all-weather pitch (AWP), and I have attended not a few meetings myself in Barra in 

support of that aim. The proposal is undoubtedly caught up in the welcome prospect of a new 

Secondary School for Castlebay, and I doubt that anyone would argue that it would not be for the 

benefit of all concerned if an AWP were to be incorporated in a new Castlebay School development. 

That is the reason, and it is the sole reason, for refusal of this application, a position which was 

explained very clearly, and very clearly understood, by members of CBAB, local sports centre users 

and others when I explained the likely necessity to refuse on my last visit to Barra in November 

2017. 

 

The e-mail from  of Technical Services to  summarises our position: the 

preferred option would be to include an all-weather pitch in the scope of the Castlebay School 

redevelopment but otherwise it is the Comhairle’s intention that the AWP be facilitated through the 

transfer of land to the community. As you know, we are awaiting advice from Scottish Futures Trust 

(SFT) as to the level of support SFT may be able to provide for the Castlebay School development, for 

which the Comhairle has provisionally allocated  in its draft Capital Programme. If the SFT 

cannot assist in the provision of a new Secondary School, or the amount which is offered is deemed 

by Members to be inadequate, I shall be the first to recommend to members transfer of this land to 

the community, to enable the project to go ahead. 

 

I must point, however, that the Comhairle sent a draft Lease to  in October 2016 to which 

no response was ever received. It is, of course, entirely for the community and CBAB to proceed in 

the way which it has, but that has never been the only option. 

 



I hope to hear from SFT in the course of this month, and in advance of the Comhairle’s meeting on 

28 February 2018, at which the Capital Programme will be considered. For the reasons set out 

above, that may well determine whether an AWP can be provided within the funding package for a 

new Secondary School development, or whether the provision is best made through other means, 

including through CBAB. 

 

The advice from Technical Services, as I think their correspondence makes clear, indicates no desire 

to block or deny any facility in Castlebay, and indeed confirms that transfer of the land to the 

community may be an option. 

 

I hope that this information clarifies matters. 

 

Best regards 

 

 

 

 

 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 

 

From: Cllr.  

Sent: 24 January 2018 11:54 

To: Cllr.  

Cc:  ; @parliament.uk; Cllr.  -  ;  

 ; Cllr.  ; Cllr.  ; Cllr.  ; Cllr.  ; Cllr. 

- Uist ; Cllr.  ; Cllr.  ; Cllr.  ; Cllr. 

 ; Cllr.  ; Cllr.  ; Cllr.  ; Cllr. 

 ; Cllr.  ; Cllr.  ; Cllr.  ; Cllr. 

 ; Cllr.  ; Cllr.  ; Cllr.  ; Cllr.  

 ; Cllr.  ; Cllr.  ; Cllr.  ; Cllr.  

 ; Cllr.  

Subject: Re: (Case Ref: AM2737) Isle of Barra all- weather pitch 

 

I see this as a matter of contrasts. 

 

The patch of rock and bog envisaged for the most-weathers football court in Barra has been blocked 

by a single letter from Comhairle Technical Services. 

 

This can be contrasted to the proactive and positive approach taken by Comhairle Sustainable 

Development officers in progressing workable arrangements to make the tenancy of 49 -51 

Cromwell Street, which was built for Stornoway Burgh mercantile purposes, suitable for the 21st 

Century mercantile purposes. The Comhairle spent over ninety thousand on remedial works and 

building fabric repairs to bring these premises to a basis standard where a tenant could take the 

building on (with the costs refunded from rental income over the course of the lease). 

 



My point is this. 

How can the Comhairle take such a proactive approach in central Stornoway to make a Stornoway 

Burgh building suitable for the adaptable needs and requirements of mercantile facilities in the 21st 

century and yet deny the young people of Barra the opportunity of having a most-weathers football 

court suitable for the 21st Century. It is not acceptable for the Comhairle to deny the Barra 

community their will and aspiration to provide their youngsters with a most-weathers football court. 

The Comhairle attitude, that the rock and bog patches currently used by our 21st Century Barra 

youngsters were what the 19th Century Barra youngsters had - so let them be happy, must be 

changed. 

 

The proactive approach shown by Sustainable Development officers must be learned by the 

Technical Services officers and their approach must also be to facilitate and provide rather than 

frustrate and prevent. 

 

The Stornoway Burgh building is covered in the Sustainable Development committee report of 

27Sept17 Item 17, and is a good example of a proactive approach and adapting buildings to changing 

business usage. This approach could also be used in Barra to allow a piece of rock and bog to be 

adapted to suit the changing leisure and sport usage and allow the provision of a most-weathers 

football court for the young people of Barra. 

 

I look forward to more contributions for you all on this one. 

 

 

 

 

Sent from my iPad 




