
 
 

 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT To seek the Comhairle’s approval to sell or lease an area of land to the 
Barra Football Club in order to construct an all weather sports facility. 

  
 
COMPETENCE 
 

1.1 The legal and financial considerations are contained in the body of the Report.  The Disposal of 
Land by Local Authorities (Scotland) Regulations 2010 provides guidance to Local Authorities 
on the disposal of assets at below market value. There are no other constraints arising from the 
recommendations of the Report. 

  
 SUMMARY 
 
2.1 The Barra Football Club has been granted planning permission for the construction of an all 

weather playing surface in the area detained in Appendix 1 to the Report, and has approached 
the Comhairle with a view to leasing or purchasing the area. 

 
2.2 There is a history of burden that may be active concerning the area of land highlighted in yellow 

in Appendix 2 to the Report.  This dates back to 1984 when the “Inhabitants of Barra” returned a 
deed to the Comhairle for the area detailed in Appendix 3 to the Report.  The burden stipulated 
that the land had to be used in a certain way i.e. for the purpose of a playing field.  A response is 
awaited from Fields in Trust who has been approached with a view to clarifying whether the 
burden remains active, however the proposed use is unlikely to raise any opposition. 

 
2.3 The market rental/value has not yet been obtained for the site, however, with the proximity of the 

site to the school and the historical transfer history of the land between the “inhabitants of Barra” 
and the Comhairle, it is proposed that discretion is delegated to the Chief Executive, in 
consultation with the Director of Finance and Corporate Resources, to negotiate a 
rental/purchase price that allows for the school’s use of the facility. 

 
2.4 It is proposed that the Comhairle agrees to the sale/lease of the area of land highlighted in 

Appendix 1 to the Report to the Barra Football Club following resolution of any title burden that 
may be attached. 

 
2.5 There is a concurrent Report regarding the potential transfer of land to the Scottish Cooperative 

in immediate proximity to this request, however there is no conflict between them 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
3.1 It is recommended that the Comhairle authorise the Chief Executive, following 

confirmation that any potential title burdens are overcome, to sell or lease the area of 
land as detailed in Appendix 1 to the Report to the Barra Football Club, allowing for 
negotiation on value to include the Castlebay School’s use of the facility, and on such 
terms and conditions as he, in consultation with the Director of Finance and Corporate 
Resources and the Director of Technical Services, deems appropriate.  

 
Contact Officer: Calum MacKenzie, Head of Assets and Infrastructure, 01851 822658  
Appendices: Appendix 1 – Barra Football Club Land Requirement 
  Appendix 2 – Potential Title Burden 
  Appendix 3 – Returned Title from 1984 
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