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EDUCATION, SPORT AND CHILDREN’S SERVICES COMMITTEE:  3 DECEMBER 2019 

GAELIC ENROLMENT STRATEGY 

Report by Director for Education, Skills and Children’s Services 
 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT To update members with regard to Comhairle’s Gaelic Enrolment Strategy  

 COMPETENCE  

1.1 There are no legal, financial, equalities or other constraints to the recommendation being implemented. 

 SUMMARY 

2.1 Gaelic continues to be a strong community language within the Outer Hebrides. 
 
2.2 Appendix 1 to the Report provides information on Gaelic Medium Education (GME) provision and the 

number of Gaelic Schools in the Western Isles. 
 
2.3 The Gaelic Faster Rate of Growth (GFROG) initiative, detailed at Appendix 2 to the Report, has raised 

the bar and all local authorities are expected to do more to promote Gaelic, Language, History and 
Culture. 

 
2.4 Given the strength of GME and the use of Gaelic Language in the Outer Hebrides it is important that the 

Comhairle provides strong leadership locally and nationally for the promotion of Gaelic. 
 
2.5 It is now proposed that the Comhairle provides an increased emphasis on the promotion of Gaelic 

Language, History and Culture.  Consequently, a range of actions are being considered as detailed in 
Appendix 3 and it is proposed that the Comhairle approve these as a basis for Community 
Conversations. 

 
 RECOMMENDATION 

3.1 It is recommended that the Comhairle note the Report and approve Appendix 3 as a basis for a 
Community Conversation and action where appropriate. 

 

Appendices: 1 Schools’ Primary 1 GM intake statistics. 
  2 Gaelic A Faster Rate of Growth update 
  3 Gaelic Language, Heritage and Culture Action Plan 
 
 
 
Contact Officer:   Angus Maclennan, HT eSgoil  Extension No 211031 
 

Background Papers: Gaelic Language (Scotland) Act 2005 
  http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2005/7/contents 

  http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2005/7/section/3 

   Principles of Immersion - Stiùireadh air Gàidhlig mar Sgil Obrach (dreach) 

 https://www.gaidhlig.scot/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/5-Sti%C3%B9ireadh-fastaidh-BnG-

Employment-Guidance.pdf 
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BACKGROUND 
 
 
4.1 Given the current focus on the ‘Gaelic: A Faster Rate of Progress’ (Appendix 1), the Comhairle needs to 

consider how it will respond to this agenda to deliver a significant rate of growth in Gaelic. 
 
4.2 In line with council policy, the Education, Skills and Children’s Services Department is seeking to 

increase the number of pupils undertaking Gaelic medium education.  To achieve this it is proposed to 
have an increased focus on provision for Gaelic for 0-3 years.   

4.3 Gaelic will become the default position for all children entering nursery or primary provision up to P2. 
 
4.4 Consideration should be given to the adoption of GME immersion centres on a similar basis to those 

developed in Wales to support the Welsh language acquisition. 
 
4.5 Oral language ability and the community use of Gaelic will be promoted and supported in all areas and 

the concept of Gaelic First promoted. 
 
4.6 Gaelic language ability should be more strongly promoted in recruitment and greater efforts made to 

promote the language in the workplace.  Where appropriate, the recruitment of staff with Gaelic 
language ability to areas such as Community Learning and Development and Childcare should more 
appropriately reflect the percentage of children in GME. 

 
 
 

 
 


