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6.4 Bùth Bharriagh 

A major priority for Castlebay must be to 

reverse the trend of migration of the 

village’s core from the traditional Main 

Street and village core to the business 

and retail area in Horgh. 

There are a number of vacant 

properties on Main Street, which 

should be occupied to reverse the 

decline of the village core. 

The Bùth Bharriagh is a valuable 

asset to the community. The 

ambition to offer high quality 

Scottish products and tourist 

souvenirs is important to the 

regeneration of Castlebay.  

The Bùth operates from a low cost 

and flexible business space. Such 

spaces, in use, are important to 

the community and to enterprise. 

Where visual quality of buildings is 

poor (as in the Bùth), measures 

should be made to protect 

business and community assets 

alongside cosmetic and 

contemporary improvements to the 

architecture and associated public 

realm. 

Bùth Bharriagh is a local community cooperative of over 50 
producers stocking a wide range of arts and crafts, local fresh 
produce and a wide selection of locally made foods. Whilst the 
aesthetic of the building has been criticised a project of 
cosmetic improvements, care and maintenance would mitigate 
this and create a striking and contemporary addition to the 
built environment. 

Project: Main Street Care & Maintenance 

Concept for aesthetic improvements to the Bùth by installation of contemporary cladding
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Cost £TBC 

Project 
Champion 

CBaB / Bùth Bharraigh

Delivery 
Priority

High (Market driven) 

Funding 
Source 

HIE / CnES / CBaB 
(Funding Apps) 

Migration of the 
Village Core

The Bùth’s role in the community is hugely 
valuable to Castlebay, and as a successful 
business based close to Main Street it can 
contribute to offsetting the migration of 
business from the village core.

Other opportunities for community 
purchase of Main Street properties should 
be identified. Creation of a register of 
candidate buildings is worth consideration.  

The Bùth

6.5 Encouraging development & a 
register of derelict and unused properties 

A number of developments, addressing care 

& maintenance  are ongoing or proposals are 

imminent, (new school development, the 

Horgh replacement hospital, extension to the 

co-op).

However, the built environment of the village 

core and the traditional Castlebay built fabric 

is particularly challenged. In order to reverse 

the trend of migration a strand of the 

approach must be to address the vacancy of 

Main Street (and other) buildings. It has been 

suggested that CBaB develop and facilitate 

access to a register of all derelict and unused 

properties in Castlebay. 

List open for all community groups to 

allow parties with an interest in 

developing a property to consult.  

Register identifies owners, identifies if 

owners have plans for the building and 

crucially identifies if owners would be 

open to a community purchase.  

CBaB experience in developing such 

registers suggests they would be ideal 

champions. 

Successful development occurs 
out with the village core: New 
school development, co-op & 
extension, Horgh hospital 


