
Theme Summary of Responses Comment 

Corporate 
Emissions 

• Commendable aspirations and an impressive reduction in 
emissions 2016/17 to 2019/20.  

• NatureScot welcomes the Comhairle's commitments. Reference 
to land owned or managed by the Comhairle and an indication 
of how the Comhairle plans to meet targets would be helpful e.g. 
estimated savings of 10% a year, every year from 2022.  

• Climate Hebrides CIC welcome the Comhairle’s commitments 
and would further welcome an opportunity to work with the 
Comhairle on resource efficient behaviours training. 

• More streamlined services, efficient use of buildings, renewable 
energy sources on all Comhairle buildings. 

• Streetlights outwith Stornoway should be switched off March to 
September. 

• The waste collection vehicle fleet and HGVs used to transport 
waste through the islands should be among the first to be 
converted to hydrogen.  

• Energy and sustainable materials should be considered in 
procurement to reduce embedded CO2. 

 
The Comhairle’s commitments, aspirations and progress on 
Corporate Emissions were generally welcomed by respondents.  
 
The draft strategy has been amended to incorporate further 
information on the approach the Comhairle will take regarding 
streetlighting, the waste collection fleet and renewable energy 
generation on the Comhairle estate. Delivery of the actions 
identified in the Action Plan will allow the Comhairle to map out 
in further detail the steps which will be taken to meet our 
emission reductions targets. 
 
An updated Sustainable Procurement strategy will ensure 
consideration of Net Zero is embedded with our procurement 
process and that the Comhairle’s procurement supports Net Zero 
targets. 

Public Transport 
 

• Bus cuts force people to drive instead of using more 
environmentally friendly forms of travel as biking and walking 
are not possible in the winter. Electric buses would be ideal. 
 

• There is no mention of a public transport policy to reduce the 
number of car journeys. 

 

• Electric vehicles and public transport are not viable solutions in 
rural communities. 

 

• Maintenance and improvement of public transport is very 
important, particularly given rising fuel prices. Stornoway 
service has not been restored to pre-pandemic level. 

 The importance of public transport was stressed by respondents 
and the draft has been amended to reflect this. 



Waste & Circular Economy 
 
 

• Increasing recycling points on every island would be beneficial. 
 

• Increasing kerbside recycling collections will increase emissions. 
 

• Intervention to collect and flare greenhouse gases at 
Bennadrove Landfill Site should substantially reduce emissions. 

 

• Reducing waste and recycling is important, especially 
considering the impact of transport of waste from Uist to 
Stornoway on vehicle emissions and space on ferry. 

 

• Publishing figures on savings (e.g. landfill tax savings & selling 
clean waste), demonstrations and updated guidance on CnES 
website could encourage more recycling.  

 

• Tool libraries and repair workshops an excellent idea. 
 

• There is no mention of reducing and or utilising food (or 
agricultural waste) for either compost/fertiliser use or energy 
generation. 

 

• Support and lead the islands communities to a Circular 
economy. 

Respondents generally supported the Comhairle’s ambitions on 
Waste & Circular economy.  
 
The introduction of Zero Emissions (hydrogen and electric) Refuse 
Collection Vehicles aims to minimise emissions associated with 
kerbside collections and the transport of waste – the draft has been 
modified to emphasise this.  
 
The draft Strategy commits to developing a Waste and Circular 
Economy Strategy which will set out how the Comhairle will 
support the islands to reduce waste, reuse and recycle and move 
from a linear economy towards a circular economy. 
 



Energy 
 

• Never understood why we are not self-sufficient with wind 
power. 
 

• Smart local energy systems and flexibility could offset grid 
constraints, reducing the cost of energy and fuel poverty, when 
adopted in combination with energy efficiency measures. 

 

• An islander’s assistance scheme to provide financial support to 
enable all households in the OH to switch from fossil fuels to 
renewables should be supported. 

 

• Battery Park power station should be maintained. 
 

• Tidal power and energy storage should be explored alongside 
wind power. 

 

• Concern at the impact of on shore wind turbines on the natural 
environment and tourism. Embedded CO2 from wind farm 
construction not considered. Energy generated on island should 
be used on island and the islands made self-sufficient in energy.  

 

• Maximum community benefit must be realised from proposed 
onshore and offshore wind, and alleviation/elimination of fuel 
poverty prioritised. Export of power off the islands with income 
bypassing those in fuel poverty would be ridiculous. 

 

Respondents generally supported the exploration of a wide range 
of energy solutions to reduce the cost of energy, reduce fuel 
poverty and secure maximum community benefits, although there 
was some concern regarding the impact of on-shore wind.   
 
The Comhairle is committed to working with partners to explore 
and develop energy solutions to reduce the cost of energy, reduce 
fuel poverty and ensure maximum community benefits for our 
islands. An updated Outer Hebrides Energy Strategy will detail how 
the Comhairle will continue to work with partners to maximise the 
potential of our renewable energy resource, focussing on shared 
ownership in onshore and offshore wind, and green hydrogen 
production for heat and transport applications.  
 



Land Use, Land Use Change 
and Forestry  
 
 

• Only peatland is referred to and there is no mention of tree 
planting or blue carbon.  

 

• No reference to the Nature 30x30 commitment and the need to 
address biodiversity loss and climate change as a single problem. 
There is no reference to reducing peat cutting for fuel or 
stopping muir burning. The importance of nature-based 
solutions should be emphasised. The commitment on 
biodiversity in the draft is weak and there should be a clearer 
reference to the importance of nature-based solutions. 

 

• Stop destroying the peatlands. 
 

• NatureScot welcomes development of a Peatland Vision for the 
Western Isles and will work with the Comhairle on development 
and delivery. There is no reference to coastal ‘blue carbon’.  
 

• Muir burning should be made illegal immediately. More large-
scale tree planting and no industrial or commercial new builds 
being permitted without water use being accounted for. 
 

• No reference to crofts and common grazing. Many individuals 
would plant trees if there was a scheme where crofters could 
apply to council for trees but there are currently too many 
barriers. 
 

• Peat restoration commendable and vital; what about limitations 
on the cutting of peat for fuel?  

Further information on tree planting, blue carbon, nature-based 
solutions and biodiversity was requested and the section on Land 
Use, Land Use, Change and Forestry has been updated to 
incorporate this.  
 
The draft Strategy aims to protect and restore our peatlands 
through working with our partners to create and implement a 
Peatland Vision for the Western Isles. 



Industry 
 

• There is a need to consider the effects of tourism and increasing 
vehicles in terms of waste/energy/emissions and how this will 
impact outcomes. 

 

• No mention of the Tourist impact on the Net Zero strategy 
 

• No reference to helping to reduce emission from agricultural 
activities, recycling agricultural waste, or local food production 
strategies to reduce food miles.  

 

• No reference to Planning and Development relating to building 
regulations, securing environmental gains and an integrated 
approach to the environment and socio-economic development 

 

• A whole systems approach balancing the needs of the Comhairle 
with its residents and providing a lead for the local private and 
community, considering fishing, crofting, tourism, economic and 
community development is required. 

 

Reference to the Comhairle’s strategic approach towards net 
zero tourism and planning has also been added following 
feedback from respondents.  
 
 



Climate Change Adaptation 
 

• It would be good to understand more about weather pattern 
changes and the impacts. 
 

• Maybe worth differentiating between resilience and adaptation. 
What impact will climate change have on the local economy and 
how can resilience and adaptation help prepare for these 
impacts? No reference to the fishing industry, for example. 

 

• The definition of climate resilience should emphasise that 
change is anticipated. It would be helpful to add perceived 
opportunities whilst remaining mindful of global challenges. It 
might be helpful to adjust text to say the Comhairle is aiming for 
overall resilience to avoid unrealistic misconceptions.  
 

• The strategy should be for all the islands with equal resources 
attributed. 

 

• Very important to be prepared but being self-sufficient would be 
better. A system that can provide food, medicine, light and 
warmth in the face of emergency should be the highest priority. 
A robust system of growing food is important - engage with 
crofters. 

 

• Rising sea level is the largest climate change threat faced by the 
Western Isles. 

 

• Resilience Strategy must look at a long-time frame to consider 
the effect of rising sea levels. 

 

• It would be helpful to be clear about the important interactions 
between adaptation and mitigation. Emissions reduction 
measures offer opportunities to embed adaptation. Early 
adaptation provides stability and enables emissions reductions 
measures to be maintained. 

Additional information on the weather pattern changes that are 
expected locally, rising sea levels, and potential resultant impacts 
has been added to the draft and definitions of resilience and 
adaptation have been amended, incorporating the feedback 
provided. The Comhairle will continue to work with partners CPP 
Climate Change Working Group to support the islands, including 
local industries, to adapt to climate change.  
 
The draft Strategy commits to the development of a Resilience 
Strategy for the Western Isles, setting out how the Comhairle will 
work with partners to ensure we are as prepared as we can be in 
the event of an emergency, including climate shocks and associated 
impacts.   
 
 



Data & Terminology   • NET ZERO is about OFFSET not about reducing emissions.   
 

• Unclear why the Western Isles has low total emissions compared 
to the rest of Scotland but high per capita emissions.  

 

• An individual island carbon % would be helpful. 

Further analysis of the Western Isles emissions data and a glossary 
has been provided to provide clarification on data and terminology 
used throughout the strategy.  
 

The Climate Change Strategy focuses on reducing emissions as 
much as possible in line with national targets but acknowledges 
that offsets will be required to balance out emissions which cannot 
be prevented and achieve Net Zero.  
 

Individual island carbon footprint data is not currently available 
although this data is being developed for Barra as part of the 
Carbon Neutral Islands project.  
 

 

Partnership-Working & 
Communicating Progress 
 

• It is essential that the Outer Hebrides does everything possible 
to move towards becoming Net Zero Islands. The Comhairle has 
a key leadership role, but all public bodies have responsibility, 
and the Outer Hebrides Community Planning Partnership is well 
placed to co-ordinate. There will be a need for clarity of roles 
and responsibilities around action planning and delivery which 
will require discussion and agreement. 

 

• The performance indicators approach is good and could perhaps 
be expanded eg. Buy-in targets from organisation providing 
essential services and goods, per capita emissions targets. 

 

• There is a brief mention to working with other agencies, but no 
commitment or plan to create these partnerships. 

 

• It would be interesting to chart what’s being done, by who, 
when, and how the public can become involved. Add to that to 
how to make this whole idea 'personal' to people in general. 
Communication is key! 

 

• Far more local support for networking and sharing information, 
case studies and support required. 

Support for partnership-working, performance management and 
communication of progress was generally expressed by respondents. 
 
The Comhairle is committed to continuing to work with the OH CPP 
Climate Change Working Group to coordinate, plan and deliver 
climate change action across the Western Isles, including engaging 
with communities and making information on local climate action 
publicly accessible.  



General  • Good to see the detail 
 

• Whilst there is some alignment between the Carbon Neutral 
Island’s Project themes and the Comhairle’s draft Climate 
Change Strategy, further alignment would be good. 

 
 

• Linking this Climate Change Strategy; the fuel poverty; local heat 
and energy efficiency; Outer Hebrides Energy Strategy; use of 
electricity; and islands wide emissions strategies and 
considering other relevant bodies is essential.  

 

• It would be useful for the strategy to have more mention of 
other local initiatives, and how the strategy aligns with them.  

 

• The strategy focuses on a very narrow set of CnES 
responsibilities, is repetitive, poorly structured and lacks 
sufficient detail.  

 

• The draft Climate Change Strategy is welcomed. The Action Plan 
would benefit from a column with the named individuals job title 
& department. 

 

• This is of the utmost urgency: please carry policies through 
without delay 

 

• The strategic direction and commitments are not clear. 
 

• Should there be two different strategies –corporate and 
regional? It would be good to publish the final draft at the same 
time as the updated 'Outer Hebrides Energy Strategy' and the 
'Local Heat and Energy Efficiency Strategy and action plan'.  

 

• Surely by now the Comhairle should already have a 'route map' 
to Net Zero and be implementing it. 

 

• How will strategies be adapted for local conditions, and the 
changing impacts of climate change over time. Climate Change, 

Other feedback received related to the alignment of the strategy 
with other local initiatives and strategies and the importance of 
delivery and implementation. The strategy has been amended to 
incorporate further information on the strategic context and 
delivery of the strategy. Some respondents expressed the view that 
the strategy was poorly structured and strategic direction unclear. 
The draft has been revised to improve the structure and provide 
greater clarity on the strategic outcomes and commitments.  
 
 
A single Climate Change Strategy with both Corporate and Regional 
Priorities was preferred to provide strategic direction on the 
Comhairle’s response to Climate Change across service areas. The 
draft has been developed considering local circumstances and will 
be reviewed and updated regularly to reflect the changing impacts 
of climate change locally.   
 

A summary of responses to the public consultation will be 
published with a commentary on how the feedback provided has 
been incorporated into the draft strategy.  



food poverty and the energy crisis should be the main concern 
of the Comhairle at this time. 

 

• Hopefully, the analysis of responses will be published. 
 

 


