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Population Estimates
National Records of Scotland (NRS) published 
2021 Population Estimates in July 2022.  These 
estimates take into account the impact of a full 
year of the Covid-19 pandemic.  

The current population estimate for the Outer 
Hebrides is 26,640 as at 30 June 2021; this is an 
estimated increase in the overall population of 
140 persons (0.5%).   24 local authority areas 
(out of a total 32) experienced an increase in 
population.

The estimated increase in population from mid 
2020 to mid 2021 is due to positive net migration, 
a total of 320 for the year.  However, there was 
negative natural change of -190.  This was due to 
362 deaths (13 less deaths than in the previous 
year) and 172 births, (31 less births than in the 
previous year).

Over the same period Orkney had an increase of 
140 persons (0.6%) and Shetland had an increase 
of 70 persons (0.3%).

Over the decade from 2011 to 2021 there was 
a population decrease of 1,050 persons (-3.8%) 
in the Outer Hebrides, in comparison to a 3.4% 
increase nationally. Orkney had a 5.2% increase 
and Shetland had a 1.3% increase over the same 
period.

The Outer Hebrides is estimated to have had 
positive net migration  over the year from the 
Rest of the UK (160) and Within Scotland (170) 
but negative migration Internationally (-10) as 
illustrated in the chart below.
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As in 2017, net migration was positive and was 
the reason that the Outer Hebrides showed the 
second increase in population since the 2011 
Census.  This demonstrates the importance of 
migration in increasing the population of the 
Outer Hebrides as natural change continues to be 
negative.  

The population continues to age, with over 
one in four people (27%) in the Outer Hebrides 
and Dumfries & Galloway aged 65 and over 
(Scot. avg. 20%).  Ten years previously in 2011, 
the percentage aged 65 and over in the Outer 
Hebrides was 22%, while in 2001, it was 20%.

There is an age imbalance with more men than 
women in younger age groups and more women 
than men aged 60 and over.  In the 90+ age group 
there were 219 women in comparison to 133 
men.  This reflects the longer life expectancy of 
females in the Outer Hebrides.
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This is only the second year, 
since the 2011 Census that an 
increase has been estimated 
(increase estimated in 2017).

The pattern of Scotland’s 
population change was different 
this year to previous years. The 
population of the largest cities fell, 
a change from growth in previous 
years. In addition, many rural 
areas which previously had falling 
populations saw an increase in 
population over the latest year, as 
shown in the Outer Hebrides.

https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/
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Population Estimates
The estimates take into account the impact of 
the Covid-19 pandemic.  The change in pattern 
of population change across Scotland may be 
due to a combination of things e.g. people being 
more likely to make long-term moves, such as 
moving from cities to rural areas, people making 
short-term moves, such as students moving from 
their term-time address to their parents’ address, 
people registering a change of address with their 
GP, when the move itself could have taken place 
in the past. For example, people may have wanted 
to check that their GP had details of their correct 
address to ensure that they received details of 
their COVID-19 vaccination appointments. 

Will the pattern continue?

Population change over the last 20 
years.
Over the year from June 2020 to June 2021 
Scotland’s population increased by 13,900 
(0.25%) and is now the highest ever at 5,479,900.  
However, Scotland’s population growth has 
slowed. Deaths outnumbered births by the largest 
number on record. International migration and 
migration from elsewhere continues to be the 
main driver of Scotland’s population growth.

Population growth from 2001 to 2021, for some 
Local Authority areas, is shown in the chart below.

Over the 20 year period East Lothian had the 
highest percentage population change at +21.5%,  
while Orkney had the second highest in Scotland.  
Inverclyde had the lowest at -8.9%, while the 
increase in the Outer Hebrides, although positive,  
was very small at 0.7%.
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It is important for the Outer Hebrides to increase 
its population.  However, the balance of age 
groups within the population is critical.  Along 
with Scotland as a whole, the Outer Hebrides 
is ageing and has one of the highest elderly 
populations.

The chart below shows the population change by 
age groups over the 20 year period 2001 -2021.

Orkney, in contrast to the Outer Hebrides and 
Shetland, had an increase in the 16-24 year age 
group.  The greatest increase, for all island areas, 
is in the older age groups.  The Outer Hebrides 
has had a smaller increase in older age groups as 
it already had a larger elderly population.

The chart above illustrates the population by age 
groups in 2001 in comparison to 2021.  All island 
areas have an increasing ageing population, with 
the 65-74 age group increasing the most.

In the 0-15 age group the Outer Hebrides has 
decreased by 18% from 4,954 to 4,060.  In the 
16-24 age group the Outer Hebrides had a 7% 
decrease from 2,244 to 2,087, while in Orkney 
it increased by 11% from 1,636 to 1,814. The 
biggest increase was in the 65-74 age group in 
the Outer Hebrides which increased by 40% from 
2,706 to 3,776.
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The table above shows the % change in each data 
zone from 2011 to 2021.  As in previous years 
Melbost to the Braighe has the greatest increase 
while Newton to Plasterfield has the greatest 
decrease.  Four data zones have had decreases of 
over 10% during this period. Only 7 out of the 36 
data zones have had an increase in population.  
Growth has happened on the outskirts of  Stornoway 
and in Barra, South Benbecula and North Lochs.

Small Area Population Estimates
National Records of Scotland have published 
published Small Area Estimates (SAPES) for 2021.

Scotland’s 32 Council areas are made up of 6,976 
data zones.  There are 36 data zones in the Outer 
Hebrides.  Most data zones contain between 500 
and 1,000 people.

Over the year to mid-2021, councils which saw 
the largest proportion of their areas increase in 
population were mainly island and rural councils.  
61% of the data zones in the Outer Hebrides had 
an increase while 39% experienced a decrease.  
Orkney had the highest increase in Scotland  
with growth in 66% of its data zones, followed 
by the Outer Hebrides and Shetland.  West 
Dunbartonshire had the lowest at 30%.

The population is ageing  more in rural and island 
areas.  The percentage of data zones in which the 
median age increased over the last decade varied 
from 55% in Dundee City to 97% in the Outer 
Hebrides. The average change was an increase of 
4 years in the Outer Hebrides, Scottish average 
2.1 years.

Over the last year from 2020 to 2021, in the 
Outer Hebrides, the 3 data zones with the highest 
estimated percentage population increase 
(numbers in brackets) were:

• Galson to Swainbost        +3.9% (22)

• Lochboisdale         +3.9% (22)

• Carloway to Shawbost        +3.5% (21)

The 3 data zones with the largest estimated 
population decrease (numbers in brackets) over 
the year 2020 to 2021 were:

• North Manor Park     -2.5% (-15) 

• Gress to Tolsta                    -2.0% (-14) 

• Marybank to Newvalley    -1.6% (-16)

The area with the biggest change was the 
Outer Hebrides. Over the year to mid-
2020, 33% of its data zones increased in 
population. Over the following year, 61% 
of its data zones increased in population.

 r

Data zone name
Total Pop. 

2021
% change 

2011-2021
Newton to Plasterfield 740 -12.1
Eriskay to South Boisdale 472 -11.1
Galson to Swainbost 581 -10.3
Goathill 783 -10.2
North Manor Park 597 -9.8
Coulegrain to Stenish 600 -9.1
Bragar to Brue 664 -8.9
Habost to Port of Ness 720 -8.7
Loch Roag 458 -7.7
Marybank to Newvalley 999 -7.6
North Bayhead (Stornoway) 603 -7.5
Central Stornoway 814 -7.3
Knock to  Bayble 784 -7.0
Barvas to Borve 703 -6.6
Pairc and Kinloch 868 -6.2
North Benbecula 769 -5.8
Loch Boisdale 591 -5.4
Loch Eynort to Iochdar 706 -5.4
North Harris and Scalpay 929 -5.4
South Harris 866 -5.1
Uig and Bernera 744 -4.6
Coll to Back 893 -4.3
Sheshader to Tiumpan Head 590 -3.0
West North Uist to Baleshare 703 -2.8
Gress to Tolsta 694 -2.7
Springfield 603 -2.3
Garrabost 784 -2.2
Tong to Upper Coll 1067 -2.1
Carloway to Shawbost 618 -1.1
Grimsay, East North Uist to Berneray 913 1.0
North Barra 667 1.7
South Benbecula 529 2.3
Vatersay to Castlebay 641 2.7
North Lochs 925 5.1
Newmarket 949 5.4
Melbost to Braighe 1073 22.6

https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/
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Island Area Total pop % u16 % 16-64 % 65+
Barra & Vatersay 1,308 20 55 25
South Uist 1,769 16 57 28
Benbecula 1,298 20 59 21
North Uist 1,616 13 57 30
Harris 1,795 13 55 32
Lewis 18,854 15 59 26

Small Area 
Population 
Estimates
The adjacent table 
shows the broad age 
groups by data zone 
in 2021 for all 36 data 
zones.

There are large 
variations within the 
Outer Hebrides, with 
some data zones having 
a much older profile 
than others.  

Uig and Bernera has 
the smallest percentage 
under 16, at 9%, while 
Melbost to the Braighe, 
Tong to Upper Coll, 
North Benbecula and 
Vatersay to Castlebay 
have the highest at 22%.

Goathill has the 
smallest working age 
population at 51%, while 
Newmarket has the 
highest at 69%.

Newmarket has the 
smallest 65+ age group 
at 13% while Goathill 
has the highest at 37%.

Population in all island 
areas has increased 
over the year, with the 
exception of Benbecula, 
which decreased by 
0.2%. North Uist had the 
highest increase at 2.4%.

Barra, Vatersay and 
Benbecula continue to 
have the highest under 
16 population, while 
Harris has the highest 
elderly.  Harris and 
South Uist also have the 
highest percentage of 
those aged 90+ at 1.7% 
(31 and 30 respectively).

Percentages may not add up due to rounding.

Data zone name Total pop. % u16 % 16-64 % 65+
Vatersay to Castlebay 641 22 57 22
North Barra 667 19 53 29
Eriskay to South Boisdale 472 12 56 32
Loch Boisdale 591 16 57 27
Loch Eynort to Iochdar 706 17 57 25
South Benbecula 529 17 58 25
North Benbecula 769 22 59 19
West North Uist to Baleshare 703 15 54 31
Grimsay, East North Uist to Berneray 913 11 60 30
South Harris 866 12 54 34
North Harris and Scalpay 929 13 56 31
Pairc and Kinloch 868 15 57 28
North Lochs 925 16 56 28
Uig and Bernera 744 9 59 32
Loch Roag 458 13 54 33
Carloway to Shawbost 618 11 59 30
Bragar to Brue 664 14 59 27
Barvas to Borve 703 15 58 28
Galson to Swainbost 581 10 55 34
Habost to Port of Ness 720 15 55 30
Gress to Tolsta 694 14 58 28
Coll to Back 893 16 62 21
Tong to Upper Coll 1067 22 58 20
Newmarket 949 18 69 13
Marybank to Newvalley 999 14 64 22
North Manor Park 597 18 62 19
North Bayhead (Stornoway) 603 12 61 27
Central Stornoway 814 14 62 24
Newton to Plasterfield 740 13 57 30
Springfield 603 16 58 27
Goathill 783 12 51 37
Coulegrain to Stenish 600 14 56 30
Melbost to Braighe 1073 22 60 18
Garrabost 784 16 62 22
Knock to  Bayble 784 15 56 29
Sheshader to Tiumpan Head 590 13 55 32
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Household Estimates
National Records of Scotland published 2021 
Household Estimates in June 2022.  There was an 
estimated increase of 74 households (0.6%) from 
12,849 in 2020 to 12,925 in 2021 in the Outer 
Hebrides, while the Scottish average was a 0.8% 
increase.  

In the long term there was an increase of 336 
households (2.7%) from 2011 to 2021, while the 
Scottish average was a 6.4% increase.

Of all 32 Scottish Local Authorities areas, the 
Outer Hebrides is estimated to have: 

Over the year the percentage of vacant, long term 
vacant and unoccupied exemptions has decreased.  
However,  the number of second homes has 
increased by 20 from 5.3% in 2020.

Average household size in the Outer Hebrides 
decreased from 2.04 in 2020 to 2.02 in 2021. 
From 2011 to 2021 the Outer Hebrides, along with 
Shetland, had the largest percentage decrease in 
household size in Scotland at -6.9%.

Page 3

The biggest relative decrease 
in average household size 
since 2001, occurred in the 
Outer Hebrides, from 2.32 to 
2.02 people per household.

Households in Scotland have increased by 15% 
from 2001 to 2021, while the population has 
increased by 8%. Households have increased in all 
council areas.  Households in the Outer Hebrides 
increased by 14.6% (1,649 households) while the 
population has increased by 0.7% (190). Shetland 
had a 15.9% increase and Orkney had the highest 
increase at 29%.  

Average household size in Scotland decreased 
from 2.27 people per household in 2001 to 
2.19 in 2011, and then to 2.12 in 2021. Average 
household size has generally increased in City of 
Edinburgh and Glasgow City since 2008.

Small Area Household Estimates
NRS also released Small Area Household 
Estimates.  The table below shows the percentage 
of vacant and second homes by island area in 
2021.

South Uist continues to have the highest 
percentage of vacant homes, and Barra & 
Vatersay continue to have the highest percentage 
of second homes.  Barra & Vatersay experienced 
the largest percentage change over the year, as 
vacant and second homes have decreased by 1.3 
and 1.4 percentage points respectively.  South 
Uist has also experienced a 1 percentage point 
decrease in vacant homes.

the highest % of vacant dwellings at 
7.7% (nat avg 3.3%) 

third highest percentage of long 
term empty properties at 4.0%, 
Shetland has the highest at 4.9% (nat 
avg 1.6%) 

the second highest % of second 
homes at 5.7%, Argyll & Bute have 
the highest at 6.1% (nat avg 0.9%) 

second highest % of unoccupied 
exemptions at 3.6%, Orkney highest 
at 4.0% (nat avg 1.7%)

Outer Hebrides had the highest 
percentage of dwellings in Council 
Tax Bands A-C at 77.3% (nat avg. 
59.2%).

Outer Hebrides

Scotland

2.02

2.12

Average household size 2011 and 2021

2.17

2.19

Island Area
Total 

Dwellings
% 

Vacant
% 2nd 
Homes

Barra & Vatersay 786 9.7 13.4
South Uist 1,077 11.0 7.3
Benbecula 648 5.9 3.7
North Uist 1,000 8.7 10.3
Harris 1,185 10.0 11.1
Lewis 10,166 6.9 3.9

https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/households/household-estimates/small-area-statistics-on-households-and-dwellings
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/households/household-estimates/small-area-statistics-on-households-and-dwellings
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The table above shows the percentage of vacant, long-term empty, unoccupied dwelling exemptions and 
second homes for data zone areas.  The highest and lowest percentages are highlighted. The percentage of 
vacant houses varies greatly between data zones with 13% vacant in Habost to Ness and 3% in Newmarket, 
Marybank-Newvalley and Melbost-Braighe.  The percentage of second homes continues to remain highest 
in North Barra and has increased to 16%, while North Manor Park has little or no second homes. Nine out of 
the 36 data zones (25%) have 10% or more of houses vacant, while seven, almost a fifth, of data zones have 
over 10% or more of dwellings used as second homes.  

Data Zone

Occupied 
dwellings 

(%)

Vacant 
dwellings 

(%)

Long-term 
empty 

dwellings 
(%)

Unoccupied 
dwellings exempt 

from paying 
Council Tax (%)

Second 
homes 

(%)
Vatersay to Castlebay 79 11 5 6 11
North Barra 75 9 4 5 16
Eriskay to South Boisdale 76 12 3 9 12
Loch Boisdale 87 9 5 3 5
Loch Eynort to Iochdar 82 12 6 5 6
South Benbecula 89 6 3 3 5
North Benbecula 91 6 4 2 3
West North Uist to Baleshare 80 7 3 4 13
Grimsay, East North Uist to Berneray 82 10 6 5 8
South Harris 75 11 6 5 13
North Harris and Scalpay 82 9 6 2 9
Pairc and Kinloch 80 10 5 5 10
North Lochs 88 8 3 4 4
Uig and Bernera 78 10 4 5 13
Loch Roag 83 11 3 8 6
Carloway to Shawbost 82 9 3 6 9
Bragar to Brue 86 9 4 5 5
Barvas to Borve 87 9 4 5 4
Galson to Swainbost 87 9 5 4 5
Habost to Port of Ness 79 13 6 7 8
Gress to Tolsta 89 6 3 3 4
Coll to Back 91 6 3 3 3
Tong to Upper Coll 93 5 3 2 2
Newmarket 97 3 1 2 0
Marybank to Newvalley 95 3 2 1 2
North Manor Park 96 4 2 2 0
North Bayhead (Stornoway) 94 4 3 1 2
Central Stornoway 89 9 7 2 2
Newton to Plasterfield 92 7 5 2 1
Springfield 94 5 3 2 2
Goathill 94 5 3 2 1
Coulegrain to Stenish 95 4 2 2 1
Melbost to Braighe 95 3 2 1 2
Garrabost 89 7 4 3 4
Knock to  Bayble 89 8 3 4 3
Sheshader to Tiumpan Head 88 6 2 4 6



 Socio Economic Update No. 45

 8

Local Area Migration
National Records of Scotland produce Migration 
indicators which are available for Local Authority 
and Health Board areas.

NINo allocations have decreased greatly in both 
the Outer Hebrides and Scotland in 2020, with a 
60% and 65% decrease respectively from 2019 to 
2020.  At the time of publication figures were not 
available for 2021.

While the percentage of births to non-UK mothers 
remains constant in Scotland over the period, there 
are greater variations in island areas.  While the 
percentage fell in Shetland in 2021, it continues to 
rise in the Outer Hebrides and Orkney.  

There was little change in the number of births to 
non-UK mothers in Scotland from 2019 to 2021, 
however, there was a 46% increase in the Outer 
Hebrides with numbers rising from 13 to 19.

The chart above shows that net migration varies 
from year to year, but has, for most years, been 
estimated to have been negative.  However, 2016-
17 and, in particular, 2020-21 has been estimated to 
have had a large increase in net migration.  In total 
over the period 2010-11 to 2020-21 there was an 
estimated net total of 184 in the 0-15 age group, 147 
in the 16-64 age group and 35 in the 65+ age group.  

As highlighted in the chart above net migration has 
on the whole been positive in all age groups for 
the year 2020-21.  However, as is always the case, 
there is negative migration in the 15-19 year age 
group.  This is a consistent trend, as young people 
leave for university/work opportunities.  However, 
the numbers for the year are lower than in previous 
years.  The same is true in Orkney and Shetland.  This 
is a positive trend as fewer young people leave the 
islands. 
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Net Migration - 15 to 19 age group

The chart shows that estimated net migration in 
the 15-19 age group in the Outer Hebrides has 
decreased from -109 in the year 2010-11 down to 
-31 in the year 2020-21.  This is a positive trend as 
the Outer Hebrides is estimated to have retained 
more from that age group.  Orkney and Shetland 
are also experiencing the same trend, with a 
decrease of 70% and 52% respectively. 

Over the period there was a total loss of 803 people 
in the 15-19 age group in the Outer Hebrides, a loss 
of 502 in Orkney and a loss of 615 in Shetland. 

 

When looking at the difference between male and 
female net migration in the 15-19 age group, the 
chart above shows that there is a greater loss in 
females than males in most years.  The year      2011-
12 was the only year that showed a greater loss of 
males than females. Over the period there was a 
total loss of 477 females and 326 males (151 more 
females than males).

Life Expectancy 2019-21
Life expectancy in Scotland was 76.6 years for 
males and 80.8 years for females in the years 2019-
2021.  Most of Scotland’s council areas experienced 
a fall in life expectancy over the last few years. It 
has decreased by more than 11 weeks for males 
and almost 8 weeks for females since 2018-2020. 
The majority of this fall is due to mortality from 
COVID-19.  Scotland continues to have the lowest 
life expectancy of all UK countries.

Life expectancy was highest in Orkney and lowest 
in Glasgow city for both males and females in 2019-
2021.  

In the Outer Hebrides female life expectancy 
experienced a fall of 0.2 years, while males 
experienced a fall of 0.7 years.  Over the period from 
2010-12 to 2019-21 male life expectancy increased 
by 1.5 years, while female life expectancy increased 
by 2.6 years.

The gap between male and female life expectancy  
in the Outer Hebrides increased from 3.8 years in 
2010-12 to the highest in Scotland at 6.1 years in 
both 2013-15 and 2014-16.  However, although 
it decreased after that, with the decrease in life 
expectancy from 2019-21, it has now widened again, 
slightly, from 4.4 years to 4.9 years.

72% decrease 
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migration in 15-19 
age group in the 
Outer Hebrides from 
2010-11 to 2020-21

-109

-71 -76
-86

-75

-90

-61

-82

-57
-65

-31

-63
-56

-49
-56 -54 -53

-31 -35
-47

-39

-19

-73
-61

-37
-48

-59 -61 -59 -61

-77

-44
-35

-120

-100

-80

-60

-40

-20

0

Net Migration in 15-19 age group 
2010/11 to 2020/21

Outer Hebrides Orkney Islands Shetland Islands

-42 -38
-27

-43

-21

-45

-15

-31
-25 -27

-12

-67

-33

-49
-43

-54
-45 -46

-51

-32
-38

-19

-80
-70
-60
-50
-40
-30
-20
-10

0

Outer Hebrides Male and Female Net Migration 
in 15-19 age group 2010/11 to 2020/21

Males Females

Male life 
expectancy at 
birth 2019-21

77.9

Female life 
expectancy at 
birth 2019-21

82.8

The gap between male and female life 
expectancy at birth  = 4.9 years in 2019-21

Male life 
expectancy at 
birth 2010-12

76.4

Female life 
expectancy at 
birth 2010-12

80.2

The gap between male and female life 
expectancy at birth  = 3.8 years in 2010-12

https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/life-expectancy
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Labour Market
The latest NOMIS update gives employment rates 
from the period July 2021 to June 2022.  There are 
13,300 people employed in the Outer Hebrides 
with the employment rate at 82.4%, greater than 
the national average of 77.1%,  Great Britain was 
78.6%. The highest rate was in Midlothian at 
83.7% and the lowest was in North Lanarkshire at 
69.4%.

Model-based unemployment in the Outer 
Hebrides was at 2.6%, lower than the national 
and UK average of 3.4% and 3.8% respectively.  
Dundee City had the highest rate of 4.8% and 
Shetland Islands the lowest at 2.1%.

The Job Seeker Allowance (JSA) rate (shown in the 
chart below) increased significantly in April 2020 
across all areas.  Glasgow city had the highest 
JSA rate in December 2021 at 5.8%, while Orkney 
had the lowest at 1.9%.   The Orkney Islands 
consistently have the lowest rate.  The Outer 
Hebrides had the 9th lowest out of the 32 local 
authority areas at 3.0%.

   

The latest update from NOMIS gives the following 
JSA claimant rates for September 2022: 

Outer Hebrides            

Scotland                           

Great Britain                      

Shetland Island                   

Orkney Islands  

Over the period JSA in the Outer Hebrides was at 
its highest in May, July and August 2020 at 5.7%.
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Claimant Count September 2017 to September 2022

Outer Hebrides Scotland Great Britain Shetland Orkney

Scotland’s Labour Market:      
People, Places and Regions
The Scottish Government released  a publication 
with information from the Annual Population 
Survey 2021 in September 2022.  The data 
covers the period January to December 2021.

In Scotland between 2019 and 2021, the 
employment rate has decreased while the 
unemployment rate and economic inactivity 
rate have increased for the 16-64 age group. 
Scotlands employment rate was 73.2%.

Some key findings for the Outer Hebrides are as 
follows:
• the highest employment rates were in: 

Midlothian (80.9%); Outer Hebrides (80.5%); 
East Lothian (79.5%)

• the lowest model based unemployment rates 
were in: Shetland (2.5%); Midlothian (2.9%); 
East Lothian and Outer Hebrides (both 3.0%)

• the lowest inactivity rates were in: Midlothian 
(17.3%); East Lothian (17.4%), Outer Hebrides 
(17.6%). The main reasons for inactivity in 
Scotland (22.9%) were long-term sick (29.6%) 
or students (25.9%).

• The largest gender employment gap in favour 
of men was in Glasgow City (14.5 p.p). 
Whereas the largest gap in favour of women 
was in Orkney (31.4 p.p).  It was -2.6 in the 
Outer Hebrides, this gap showing higher 
female employment.

• the highest employment rates for those aged 
50 and over were in: Aberdeen City (50.1%; 
Outer Hebrides (46.4%), East Lothian (45.2%)

Since the release of the 
last publication, in 2021:  
employment in the Outer 
Hebrides has increased; 
employment in 50+ age 
group has increased; 
inactivity rate has decreased; 
unemployment rate has 
decreased, and the gender 
gap has decreased.

2.1%

3.2%

3.7%

1.4%

1.6%

https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/1946157417/report.aspx
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scotlands-labour-market-people-places-regions-protected-characteristics-statistics-annual-population-survey-2021/
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Registers of Scotland
Registers of Scotland released a publication 
in October 2022 for the UK House Price Index 
Scotland. The publication details the volume of 
sales and house prices in local authority areas.

Scotland average house price 
£195,391, August 2022

Outer Hebrides average house 
price £166,373, August 2022

In Scotland, the average house price increased by 
9.7%, while there was an increase of 27.7% in the 
Outer Hebrides from August 2021 to August 2022.

Although this was the highest increase in Scotland 
over the year, the report highlights that the low 
numbers of sales transactions can lead to volatility 
in the series.  It highlights that change in price 
at this level can be influenced by the type and 
number of properties sold in any given period.

Outer Hebrides annual volume 
of sales June 2021 = 38

Outer Hebrides annual volume 
of sales June 2022 = 25

Over the year, there has been a 34% reduction in 
the volume of sales in the Outer Hebrides.  Sales 
in Scotland decreased by 21.2%. In August 2022, 
Edinburgh City had the highest average property 
price at £337,506. In contrast, the lowest-priced 
property price was in East Ayrshire at £129,372.

Gross Disposable Household Income 
(GDHI)
The latest GDHI publication was released in 
October 2022.

In 2020, (GDHI) per head in the UK fell 0.2% 
when compared with 2019; England fell by 0.2% 
and Northern Ireland by 0.5%, while Wales and 
Scotland showed increases of 0.9% and 0.3%, 
respectively.

In 2020, once again, Kensington and Chelsea, 
and Hammersmith and Fulham was the local 
International Territorial Level (ITL3) area with the 
highest GDHI per head (£60,277), nearly three 
times the UK average; Nottingham had the lowest 
GDHI per head at £13,952.

In 2020, the ITL3 local area with the largest 
increase in GDHI per head was Manchester (3.4%), 
the local area with the largest decrease in 2020 
was Westminster (negative 8.6%).

This release shows the impact of the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic on regional GDHI for the 
first time.

In Scotland, in 2020, the Outer Hebrides had the 
15th highest GDHI per head out of the 23 (ITL3)
areas at £19,173.  

The lowest growth over 2019-2020 per head 
of population was in Aberdeen City and 
Aberdeenshire at -1.6%, whilst the highest growth  
was in East and North Ayrshire mainland at 1.8%.  
Growth in the Outer Hebrides was 0.3%.

Over the decade 2010 to 2020 
the Outer Hebrides had the 
highest percentage change in 
GDHI per head in Scotland at 
36.3%, from £14,065 in 2010 to 
£19,173 in 2020.

Again, Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire experienced 
the lowest growth over the period at 16.5%.  
Growth in Scotland was 24.7% and GDHI per head 
was £19,706 in 2020.  Orkney had the 3rd lowest 
growth at 18.9%, and had a GDHI per head of 
£19,159, while Shetland had growth of 26.2% and 
had GDHI per head of £21,395 in 2020. 

£

https://www.ros.gov.uk/about/news/2022/uk-house-price-index-figures-for-august-2022
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/regionalaccounts/grossdisposablehouseholdincome/bulletins/regionalgrossdisposablehouseholdincomegdhi/1997to2020
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Best Islands, Beaches and Seaside Towns
Beaches in the Outer Hebrides continue to amaze.  
The Times rated the best 42 beaches in the world, 
3 were in the UK, 1 in the Outer Hebrides.  From 
Barbados to Traigh na Beirigh, Isle of Lewis.

Travel and Leisure Magazine named their best 
beaches in the UK and the top beach in Scotland was 
Scarista beach in Harris.

The Scotsman readers named the top 13 seaside 
towns to visit in Scotland.  Second on the list was 
Castlebay in Barra.

Lonely Planet picked the best Scottish islands to visit.  
First on the list is Lewis, along with St Kilda.

 

If you have any queries or suggestions regarding 
this bulletin please contact:

Kathleen Shirkie, Research Officer, Communities 
Department, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, Sandwick 

Road, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, HS1 2BW

kshirkie@cne-siar.gov.uk  

This e-bulletin is also available (along with past 
issues) on the Comhairle’s internet/intranet in 

the ‘Fact File’, click below.

Transport Statistics No. 40
Scottish Transport Statistics publication No. 40 was 
published in March 2022.

Public transport journeys in Scotland fell by 70%, 
with 153 million public transport journeys made 
by either bus, rail, air, or ferry in 2020-21. 

Bus remained by far the most commonly used 
form of public transport in 2020-21, with 83% of 
public transport journeys made by bus, 9% by rail, 
5% by air and 3% by ferry.

There were 7 million air terminal passenger 
numbers in 2020, down 76% compared to the 
previous year.  This decrease in numbers was 
also replicated at airport terminals in the Outer 
Hebrides with the percentage decrease in 
passengers from 2019 to 2020 illustrated below.

4.9 million passengers travelled by ferry in 2020 
(including traffic within Scotland and to and from 
Northern Ireland), 53% decrease on the previous 
year.  

There was a 57% decrease in passengers on the 
island ferry routes.

 

The total number of casualties on Scottish roads 
fell 35% between 2019 and 2020 and is at the 
lowest level since records began over 50 years ago. 

48% decrease in 
the number of road 
casualties in the 
Outer Hebrides from 
25 in 2019 to 13 in 
2020.

Stornoway - 67% decrease

Benbecula - 63% decrease

Barra - 60% decrease

2019

Ferry passengers

690,200

2020

Ferry passengers

295,400

FACTFILE

Did you know?

72% of land in the Outer Hebrides is now in 
community ownership - 2021.

24% in Highlands and 4% in Rest of Scotland

Community Ownership in Scotland 2021

https://www.msn.com/en-gb/travel/news/the-world-s-best-beaches-have-been-named-and-these-are-the-3-that-are-in-the-uk/ar-AAWS4Au?ocid=entnewsntp&cvid=27b02511dc8d40f58477a0c250ce86e6
https://www.travelandleisure.com/trip-ideas/beach-vacations/best-beaches-in-the-uk
https://www.scotsman.com/lifestyle/staycation/scotland-staycation-2022-13-of-the-best-seaside-towns-to-visit-in-scotland-as-chosen-by-our-readers-3189939
https://www.lonelyplanet.com/articles/scotland-best-islands
mailto:kshirkie%40cne-siar.gov.uk?subject=
https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/scottish-transport-statistics-2021/
https://www.cne-siar.gov.uk/strategy-performance-and-research/outer-hebrides-factfile/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/community-ownership-scotland-2021/pages/1/
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