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Uist Repopulation Zone – Briefing Note 

The Population Working Group is keen to understand what the community 

think of Uist Repopulation Action Zone Draft Plan and their priorities.  We are 

now consulting the community and engaging with businesses and 

stakeholders to gather views and identify how to deliver actions needed to 

boost migration to Uist of skilled and talented people.  

In the Outer Hebrides declining population levels mean fewer people to 

deliver key public services or to meet gaps in the workforce.  In addition, the 

lack of working age families can threaten the sustainability of essential public 

services like schools which risks families moving elsewhere.  The UK Government’s advisory group, the Migration 

Advisory Committee (MAC), noted “The current migration system is not very effective in dealing with the particular 

problems remote communities experience. If these problems are to be addressed something more bespoke for these 

areas is needed.”  

 

The Scottish Government is developing a national population strategy and practical, deliverable, and evidence-

based migration solutions. Definitive actions have yet to fully emerge as the Government seek new ways of 

attracting people to sparsely populated areas in a fair and balanced way.   

 

A Uist Repopulation Action Zone Draft Plan has been developed by the Population Working Group.  To deliver 

sustainable outcomes at a local level a menu of tools and a targeted inter-agency policy response is needed.   

 

Critical Areas Potential Interventions 

Improved and additional housing Flexibility to utilise Resource Planning Assumption – new and planned 

units across Uists and developer led initiatives 

Serviced plots pilot 

Key worker accommodation 

Empty Home repurposing pilot  

New-entrant crofts and building sites on croft land (Smart Clachan) 

More sustainable jobs Dependent on funding capital investments will bring jobs 

Skills package to support capital investments 

Business support packages (HIE, Business Gateway, CnES) – is more 

needed? 

New initiatives: 

⎯ Strategic Communications Programme 

⎯ “Digital Nomads” initiative 

⎯ Creative and Media Hub 

⎯ Lochboisdale Place-based initiative 

⎯ Uist air-freight pilot 

⎯ “Trial the Isles” initiative 
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Improved critical infrastructure like 

broadband and better transport 

Ferry and Road investment needed (Levelling Up application pending) 

Fibre coverage increases by 2026 

4G infilling programme 

Improved digital solutions needed – what could be done? 

Grid network limited until 2026 

More offshore wind possible off Barra to create operations possibilities 

for Lochboisdale 

Net Zero: Energy Plan to be announced 

Improved access to public services Settlement Officer to facilitate access to public services and reduce 

barriers to enable employment opportunities. 

Improved means of attracting talent and 

keeping people. 

Attracting people to return full time and use of a unified brand identity 

 

To give your views on the Draft Action Plan 

members of the community or stakeholder 

organisations can complete our online survey: 

 

Businesses and organisations: 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/StakeholderURZ 

 

Community Survey: 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/URZsurvey 

 

And we will host events within the community to 

outline ideas within the Draft Action Plan and gather views on priorities and how these can best be implemented. 

 

Community Events  

Afternoon 

2-3.30pm 

Evening 

6.30 – 8pm 

Monday 6 February 2023 

 

Balivanich Hall, Benbecula. 

Tuesday 7 February 2023 Carinish Hall, North Uist. Lochmaddy Hall, North Uist. 

Wednesday 8 February 2023 

 

South End Community Hall, South Uist. 

Thursday 9 February 2023 Iochdair Hall, South Uist. 
 

 

Uist Repopulation Zone Action Plan can be found on the Comhairle nan Eilean website at Uist-Repopulation-

Action-Zone-Draft-Plan (cne-siar.gov.uk)   

 

If you have any queries or questions please contact: David Gourlay/Sandie Dent at info@hallaitken.co.uk 
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