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EDIC CELEBRATES EUROPEAN DAY OF LANGUAGES 2016 

The EDIC Manager was invited by the Modern Languages 
Department of the Nicolson Institute, Stornoway, which is 
the secondary school serving the Isle of Lewis to mark 
European Day of Languages 2016 alongside over 150 
second year pupils and their teachers.  
Activities undertaken to encourage continued interest in and 
demonstrate the importance of language learning included 
‘The Big Language Quiz,’ and use of an online language tool 
depicting useful phrases, words and numbers in the EU’s 24 
official languages and also in Scottish Gaelic.  
Head of the Modern Languages Department, Mrs Brenda 
Smith stated after the event that: “The pupils enjoyed the 
sessions very much and all the feedback had been 
extremely positive. I was really impressed by their high level 
of engagement; they were clearly very interested in the 
various presentations.”  
‘European passports’, a map of Europe, and language 
resources were passed to all of the pupils from the EDIC. 

CPMR ENERGY-CLIMATE AND ISLANDS ADVISER AT COMHAIRLE MEETING 

The Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe (CPMR) 
work together to promote common interests among the EU 
institutions and national governments, and cooperate on practical 
projects with a view to enhancing their assets. 
The CPMR comprises six geographical commissions including an 
Islands Commission which urges European Institutions and 
Member States to pay special attention to the islands, by 
acknowledging permanent handicaps resulting from their insularity 
and implementing policies best suited to their condition. 
The Islands Commission Energy-Climate and Islands Adviser, 
(Alexis Chatzimpiros), was invited to the Comhairle Policy and 
Resources Committee on 5 October where he informed on 
opportunities being addressed by CPMR regarding islands specific 
challenges. Policy positioning on matters of concern include more 
direct support of structural reforms via cohesion policy, island 
proofing of EU policy, possible earmarking of cohesion policy funds 
for islands at national level, and more differentiated and flexible 
state aid for island  sectors facing high territorial impact such as 
business; infrastructure; transport; environment; connectivity; and, 
renewables.http://www.cpmr.org/index.php?act=1 

CPMR Energy - Climate 
and Islands Adviser, (Alexis 
Chatzimpiros) pictured 
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consent to the final agreement offers political leverage to influence the agreement. 
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The Union and the withdrawing Member State have a time-frame of two years to 
agree on withdrawal arrangements. After that, membership ends automatically (with 
or without a withdrawal agreement), unless the European Council (by consensus) 
and the Member State concerned decide to extend this period (Article 50(3) TEU). 
The withdrawal agreement could set out concrete arrangements relating, inter alia, 
to institutional and budgetary matters, and the future status of EU citizens in the 
withdrawing state and its citizens in other Member States. The agreement might 
also include provisions on the departing Member State's future relationship with the 
Union, or these details could be left to a separate agreement, to be negotiated either 
in parallel or after the state’s formal exit. In particular, this second aspect is seen by 
experts as potentially very complex and could require negotiations taking much 
longer than the two-year period (for more details, see the EPRS briefing, Article 50 TEU: Withdrawal of a Member 
State from the EU).  
 Before concluding the withdrawal agreement, the Council needs to obtain the European Parliament's consent 
(Article 50(2) TEU), voting by a simple majority of the votes cast. Whilst the Parliament has no formal role within 
the negotiation process, other than the right to receive regular information on its progress, its right to withhold 

THE UK AND EUROPEAN UNION WITHDRAWAL NEGOTIATIONS  
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Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) support including direct payments and 
SRDP schemes amount to around £4 million per annum for the Outer 
Hebrides. The impact up to 2020 will be reduced as the UK Government 
has given assurances on current schemes running their course and 
beyond as we leave the EU. Long-term impacts would be wholly 
dependent on whether national schemes replace current EU support 
measures, and whether agricultural products will have access to EU 
markets (tariff free or otherwise).  CAP reform has had a demonstrable 
effect on agricultural activity locally; since 2009 there has been a 60% 
reduction in sheep numbers following de-coupling of support from 
production, and a similar fall in the number of producers.  It is clear that 
the industry is highly sensitive to policy changes due to the sector’s 
dependency on support payments to remain viable.  
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BEAST PROJECT PARTNER MEETING IN STORNOWAY 

As  a participant in the Intelligent Energy Europe 
Programme project, Beyond Energy Action Strategies 
(BEAST), Comhairle nan Eilean Siar recently hosted 
partners from seven EU Member States plus Norway: 
Belgium, Italy, Sweden, Cyprus, Spain, Croatia, and Latvia. 
The purpose of the BEAST project is to get countries 
working together to look at practical ways to move ideas for 
sustainable energy developments in their regions from 
vision to reality.  
In their respective countries, partners are taking forward 
projects across the themes of sustainable transport, energy 
efficiency, and alternative energy generation. 
In the Outer Hebrides the BEAST project is underpinning 
work on a new Hebridean Energy Supply Company and the 
deployment of innovative fuel poverty measures.
The visit provided a useful knowledge sharing and 

information exchange opportunity for all partners and local stakeholders involved.  
For more information on the BEAST project please visit: http://www.beastproject.eu/ and see on twitter at https://
twitter.com/BEASTprojectEU  and also see on facebook at https://www.facebook.com/BEASTprojectEU 

BREXIT AND COMMON AGRICULTURAL POLICY SUPPORT UPCOMING EVENTS 

The EDIC has now completed the 
scheduled programme of broad and 
specific events under its 2016 Action 
Plan.  
However we hope to undertake an 
extra specific event at Lews Castle 
College (UHI), on the ERASMUS+ 
Programme and work experience 
opportunities, studying, training, and 
volunteering in Europe and beyond, 
and also to provide information on 
working with any of the EU institutions. 

Savvas Vlachos of the Cyprus Energy Agency, presenting  in 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar Chambers, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis 
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