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EDIC OUTER HEBRIDES EVENTS IN UIST 

We are increasingly relying on electronic networks and 
information systems which has also created more 
opportunities for online fraud and forgery.  
Anyone from individuals to companies and public 
authorities can fall victim to schemes such as identity theft, 
fake bank websites, computer viruses, or industrial 
espionage. The different types of cyber threats are 
depicted in the infographic on the left. 
More than one million people are affected by cybercrime 
every day which costs the global economy more than €368 
billion a year. 
In December, the European Parliament reached an 
informal agreement with the European Council on the first 
ever EU cybersecurity directive. The Network and 
Information Security (NIS) directive aims to harmonise 
cybersecurity laws across Europe and improve cooperation 
on cybersecurity between EU countries. http://
www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/infographics 
Infographic © European Parliament. 

THE TOP THREATS TO ONLINE SECURITY 

The Europe Direct Information Centre (EDIC) held the final EU 
information events programmed for 2015 in Uist, and they took 
place in Lionacleit and Daliburgh community libraries. 

Resources were provided on such matters as EU citizen’s rights, 
doing business in the EU, Scottish MEPs, how to influence EU 
policy, EU funding programmes and how the EU helps differing 
sectors: (holiday makers, creative industry, students, families, 
researchers, over 50s, students). Information and resources were 
also made available on the European Year for Development 2015 
which aimed to raise awareness on the 28 Member States and the 
EUs global development cooperation role and influence.  

Also available were our ever popular free EDIC promotional items, 
European Commission Representation in the UK calendars and 
dedicated EU resources for teacher’s, young people and children.  

EDIC Outer Hebrides will be present at the 2016 Lionacleit & 
Castlebay Secondary School Careers Convention taking place in 
Sgoil Lionacleit on the 9 February 2016.   

http://europa.eu/youreurope/business/index_en.htm
https://www.facebook.com/EDICOuterHebrides?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/EDICOuterHeb
http://europa.eu/youreurope/citizens/index_en.htm
https://europa.eu/eyd2015/en
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Commenting on the Prime Minister’s statement to the House of Commons on the 5 
January 2016 regarding the recent European Council summit and his announcement that 
UK Government ministers would be able to campaign on both sides in the forthcoming 
referendum on the UK continuing it’s EU membership, Europe Minister Humza Yousaf 
said:  
“The Prime Minister’s announcement today that he will permit his own Ministers to 
campaign on either side in the coming EU referendum campaign is deeply worrying and 
could potentially move the UK closer to the EU exit door. It means whatever the outcome 
of the renegotiation the UK Government will not be making a unified case for remaining in 
the European Union. “That is hugely significant, and means that it is more important than 
ever that those who do support Scotland and the UK’s continued EU membership 
make the case as strongly as possible. 
“The Scottish Government will be at the forefront of that argument in the coming 
months. We believe Scotland benefits enormously from being part of the EU and a 
vital export market accounting for almost half of Scottish exports in 2013, worth 
£12.9 billion and directly or indirectly supporting more than 300,000 Scottish jobs. 
“Exit from the EU would pose a direct threat to jobs, investment and international influence. That is why the 
Scottish Government is determined to do all we can to secure a vote which keeps Scotland and the rest of the UK 
in the EU, and protect the benefits we all derive from our place in Europe.” 
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Scotland-s-place-in-Europe-210b.aspx 

SCOTLAND’S PLACE IN EUROPE 

The Netherlands has published the National 
Programme for its Presidency of the Council of 
the EU. 
The Netherlands has based its priorities for the 
Presidency on three principles: a Union that 
focuses on the essentials, a Union that creates 
innovative growth and jobs, and a Union that 
connects with civil society. The National 
Programme outlines the Netherlands’ position 
concerning each individual Council 
configuration and subjects that will arise during the Netherlands Presidency. 
The programme ties in closely with the trio programme of the Netherlands, 
Slovakia and Malta, which applies from 1 January 2016 to 1 July 2017, the period 
during which the Netherlands, Slovakia (which holds the Presidency in the second 
half of 2016) and Malta (in the first half of 2017) comprise the Trio Presidency. 
The main priorities of the trio programme are growth, jobs, freedom, security, 
justice, the energy union, and the Union as a strong global actor. 

Europe Direct Outer Hebrides  

The Commission’s top priority 
is to get Europe growing 
again and increase the 
number of jobs without 
creating new debt.  
Alongside making structural 
reforms, pursuing responsible 
financial management,  
restoration of investment 
levels to overcome the crisis, 
kick-starting jobs and growth 
and sustenance of these jobs 
are all required. The EU’s 
Job, Growth and Investment 
strategy is made up of 3 
mutually reinforcing/related 
dimensions: Investment Plan 
for Europe, European 
Semester and Towards a 
Circular Economy. The link 
below includes  the keynote 
address by 2014 - 2019 
European Commission 
President  Jean Claude 
Juncker. 
http://ec.europa.eu/priorities/
jobs-growth-investment/
index_en.htm 
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JOINT DECLARATION ON EUROPEAN YEAR FOR DEVELOPMENT 
The European Parliament, the Council of the EU, and the European Commission 
signed a Joint Declaration on the European Year for Development 2015 
(EYD2015) recognizing its vital role in supporting development and as a tangible 
example of the EUs commitment to continue its vital role in supporting global 
development.  
The signed document highlights the achievements of EYD2015 in bringing 
development cooperation closer to EU citizens and the youth in particular.  
At the same time, it links the legacy of EYD2015 with the newly-adopted 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development and asks stakeholders to take up the key 
lessons of the EYD2015 and boost the EU's efforts towards the implementation of 
the 2030 Agenda. 

NETHERLANDS TAKES OVER PRESIDENCY OF COUNCIL OF THE EU 

Scottish Government Minister for 
Europe and International 
Development Humza Yousaf, 
pictured.  Image © Wikipedia 

http://ec.europa.eu/priorities/jobs-growth-investment/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/making-it-happen/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/making-it-happen/index_en.htm
https://europa.eu/eyd2015/en/european-union/posts/joint-declaration-european-year-development
http://english.eu2016.nl/latest/news/2016/01/07/national-programme-of-the-netherlands-presidency-of-the-council-of-the-european-union-published
http://english.eu2016.nl/latest/news/2016/01/07/national-programme-of-the-netherlands-presidency-of-the-council-of-the-european-union-published
http://ec.europa.eu/priorities/jobs-growth-investment/plan/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/priorities/jobs-growth-investment/plan/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/priorities/jobs-growth-investment/circular-economy/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/priorities/jobs-growth-investment/circular-economy/index_en.htm

