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SCOTTISH EU FUNDING PORTAL  
The EU Funding Portal is 
an online resource for  
Scottish organisations 
interested in EU funding 
and for international 
organisations wishing to 
work with Scottish 
organisations. 
The EU Funding Portal provides free information to registered users about opportunities from the EU 
Programmes; provides a space to help find partners to work with on new EU projects; as well as a 
resource to explore the types of EU projects Scottish organisations are currently involved in 
delivering. 
The portal is a partnership project between Scotland Europa, Scottish Government, East of Scotland 
European Consortium, and West of Scotland European Forum. 
http://www.funding-portal.eu/ 

This e book provides an overview of the 2007-2013 Programmes and also an introduction to the 
2014-2020 Programmes. Case studies from both the European Social Fund and European Regional 
Development Fund are included to highlight the achievements of both ESF and ERDF over the past 
7 years. 
During 2007-2013 the European Structural Funds supported over 800 projects. As it is not possible 
to include them all in this publication twenty projects have been selected to provide an insight into 
the excellent work of the projects, and the positive impact they have.  
Local projects highlighted include the Isle of Harris distillery which has received ERDF funding 
through the Scottish Investment Bank Loan Fund of £400k to date, with a £2 million investment 

expected over the duration of the project. The creation of 20 
local jobs is expected once the distillery opens in 2015, and 
a boost to the local economy through higher number of 
tourists visiting the area. 
Lochcarnan Community Windfarm has received ERDF of 
£2.1 million and it has been estimated that the turbines will 
generate more than £20 million in their lifetime. 
Uist Wool has received ESF funding of £114,000 to date and  
has supported 31 training and employment participant 
opportunities. 
The introduction to the 2014-2020 Programmes details their 
focus on meeting the targets set by Europe 2020, the 

European growth strategy designed to create a smart, sustainable and inclusive European economy. 
Each Member State has set its own targets so these objectives are met by 2020.  
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00472855.pdf 

EUROPEAN STRUCTURAL FUNDS -  A SMART, SUSTAINABLE AND 
INCLUSIVE SCOTLAND IN EUROPE 
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The fees that banks charge retailers to process shoppers’ payments will be 
capped, under uniform EU-wide rules, further to a recent vote in the European 
Parliament.  
The cap, which will apply to both cross-border and domestic card-based 
payments, should result in lower costs for card users. Interchange fees for 
card-based payments, paid by the retailer's bank to the bank that issued the 
card, are not transparent and differ among EU countries, where in some cases 
they are subject to legislation and in others to decisions by national 
competition authorities. 
These fees are charged by banks belonging to card schemes such as Visa 
and MasterCard (so-called four-party schemes, involving an issuing bank, a 
retailer’s bank, the retailer and the card user) which together control the lion’s 
share of the market.  
Retailers are charged for every card transaction and add the costs to the 

prices of the goods or services they offer. 
"This legislation, combined with the upcoming Payment Services Directive, will establish a level playing field for payments 
across Europe. It should enhance fee transparency, stimulate competition and enable both retailers and users to choose the 
card schemes that offer them the best terms”, stated MEP Pablo Zalba (EPP, ES), who steered the proposal through 
Parliament. 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20150306IPR31705/html/MEPs-put-an-end-to-opaque-card-
payment-fees 

This consultation paper describes and seeks views on changes to the public procurement  
rules in Scotland. These changes largely arise from three new EU Directives concerned 
with Public Procurement, Concessions, and Utilities contracts and must be implemented 
into new Scottish Regulations by 18 April 2016. Some of the changes introduced by the 
Directives are mandatory, and there are also some elements which are discretionary.  
These discretionary elements, and the Scottish Government’s plans to implement these, 
are the main focus of this consultation document.  
The consultation on changes to the public procurement rules in Scotland runs until 30 April 
2015.   
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2015/02/4903 

 
 
 

GOOD NEWS FOR DEBIT AND CREDIT CARD SHOPPERS 

CHANGES TO PUBLIC PROCUREMENT RULES IN SCOTLAND  

Europe Direct Outer Hebrides  

The UK has one of the largest 
creative sectors of the EU worth 
£71.4 billion per annum 
employing 1.68 million people, 
and is ideal for cross border 
small business activity that the 
EU aims to support. 
Creative Europe is the EUs new 
£1.1 billion programme to 
encourage cross border cultural 
interchange by supporting 
European cinema, and the 
audiovisual, cultural and creative 
sectors. The programme 
supports projects involving 
British and other European 
artists, creative cultural and 
audiovisual professionals, and 
organisations in performing arts, 
fine arts, publishing ,films, TV, 
music, dance, interdisciplinary 
arts, heritage, video games 
industry, and fashion.  
There are 2 strands within the 
programme: Culture and Media. 
The Creative Europe Desk in the 
UK provides information and 
advice on Creative Europe 
funding and opportunities. 
Please visit:  
http://www.creativeeuropeuk.eu 

 THE EU IS ALL AROUND 
YOU (CREATIVITY) 

SGOIL AN RUBHA IN THE 2015 EUROQUIZ FINAL 

The Scottish European Educational Trust runs an annual Eu-
roquiz for Primary 6 pupils, which sees teams of four working 
together to broaden their knowledge of Europe.  
Subjects covered include history, geography, sport, culture, 
languages, and the European Union.  
Heats take place in local authorities from January to March, 
with the winning teams from all areas going on to the national 
final which is to be held this year on 11 May, in the Debating 
Chamber of the Scottish Parliament in Edinburgh!. 
Congratulations and best of luck to Sgoil an Rubha, winners 
of the Western Isles heats who are heading to Edinburgh! 
The EDIC visited Sgoil an Rubha P6 in January, and has 
been tasked in providing a further EU refresher prior to their 
departure on 11 May 2015!  
Commiserations to the local runners up (Sgoil a‘ Bhac’) and 
better luck next year to all the local entrants. 
http://www.seet.org.uk/activities/euroquiz.php?d=2015-05 EDIC visit in January 2015 
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