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Comhairle nan Eilean Siar has been awarded Third Prize in the prestigious European Renewable 
Energy Champions League 2013 competition.  The Comhairle went forward, representing Scotland, 
to the League finals and was awarded bronze for its Community Renewables work in the ‘Areas Less 
Than 100,000 population’ category. 
The Renewable Energy Champions League consists of a series of national Renewable Energy 
Leagues involving 10,000 municipalities and representing 100 million inhabitants across Europe.  
Finalists, selected at National level, went forward to be judged by a European Jury consisting of 

energy experts, climate journalists and representatives 
from Non Governmental Organisations and Local 
Authority Networks.  The Comhairle’s submission was 
developed in partnership with Community Energy 
Scotland and outlined the work both organisations have 
carried out in partnership to progress the Community 
Renewables sector in the Outer Hebrides.  This 
includes joint investment of over £2 million pounds over 
the last four years, now bearing fruit as Community 
turbines begin to appear on the skyline in Galson, 
Shawbost, North Tolsta and Lochcarnan. 
The Comhairle’s award was presented at an event in 
Kassel, Germany where there was the opportunity to 

share the Comhairle’s approach with other European 
regions and to hear what is happening elsewhere on the continent.  Commenting on the award, 
Comhairle Leader, Councillor Angus Campbell, said, “I am delighted that the Comhairle’s work in 
promoting Community Renewable Energy has been recognised at this level.  With a massive 
23.5MW of Community electricity generation consented, and some already installed, the Comhairle is 
well ahead of most other areas in this sector.  In large part, this is due to the fact that 50% of the 
island land mass is now in Community ownership with 75% of the island population living on land it 
owns.  Ownership of the land removes any constraint on Community aspiration and the Comhairle 
and Community Energy Scotland are pleased that local Communities have grasped this opportunity 
and are now delivering transformational Renewable Energy schemes in their own townships”. 

COMHAIRLE SCORES BRONZE IN EUROPEAN CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 
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The Conference of the Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR), of which the 
Comhairle is a member, recently held its 41st General Assembly (and cele-
brated its 40th birthday) in St Malo, Brittany, France.  CPMR is an influential 
European Think Tank and Lobby Group and its Islands Commission is of 
particular importance to the Comhairle as this is where the specific case for 
islands is made to the European Parliament.  The Islands Commission is 
currently working on State Aid relaxations for the islands, particularly in the 
area of airlines and airports, and is a vigorous promoter of the ‘Article 174’ 
provision which enables special measures for islands, mountains and 
sparsely populated areas.  Mr Jean-Didier Hache is Executive Secretary of 
the CPMR Islands Commission and, with a second home in Benbecula, is 
no stranger to the Outer Hebrides. 

HAPPY 40th 
BIRTHDAY, 

CPMR! 

Champion’s  league winners line up  
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EUROPEAN DAY OF LANGUAGES, 2013 
Stornoway Primary school invited 
the Europe Direct information 
centre—Outer Hebrides to join 
with them in celebrating the 
European Day of Languages on 
26 September 2013. The pupils of 
P6B, whose teacher can speak 
FOUR languages, had been busy 

with the pupils learning to recite ‘hello my name is…’ in the 24 
official languages of the EU. 
We were really impressed with their hard work! 
We also had fun identifying the flags of the 28 EU Member 
States, naming their capital countries and  the language(s) 
spoken in that country.  We then worked together on some 
interactive games and quizzes that demonstrated that 

language learning is fun and the acquisition of new languages 
useful. 
All the children were presented with a  Europe Direct canvas 
bag of freebies and resources relating to Europe which can be 
used in the classroom next session, when they will study 
Europe as a topic. 
The P6B teacher was also presented with an Activity Guide 
specifically for teachers based on the highly acclaimed book: 
‘The Mystery of the Golden Stars.’ 
We have been invited back to the school to celebrate 
European Languages with the rest of P6 who are busy 
finalising a bar graph demonstrating how many languages are 
spoken by families across the entire School. 
Click here to sample the common languages of the EU. 

THE SINGLE MARKET DEBATE 
Your chance to influence the future 
23 September to 23 October 2013 
The Single Market is all about bringing down barriers and simplifying rules. The aim is to empower EU 
citizens – individuals, consumers and businesses – to make the most of direct access to 28 countries 
and 506 million people. Thanks to the Single Market, EU citizens benefit from lower prices, a wider 
choice of products and services, a larger presence on the world stage and more business 
opportunities. 
Single Market Month, an initiative from the European Parliament, the European Commission and other 
European institutions, runs from 23 September until 23 October 2013. It will bring citizens and EU 
policy-makers together online to discuss progress made so far, the challenges that remain and ideas 
for the future. 
In concrete terms, EU citizens are invited to: 
• Submit ideas on this website which can then be shared, commented and voted on; and, 
• Take part in thematic online chats with policy-makers and experts. 
Single Market Month is divided into four thematic weeks (JOBS, SOCIAL RIGHTS, BANKS and E-
COMMERCE).  The Month will close with a Euronews TV debate at the European Parliament in 
Strasbourg on the 23rd of October. 

 

COMENIUS REGIO 2014-2020 
The Comhairle has partnered with Council of Gers, France in the Comenius 
Regio Project which will promote the interests of Gaelic and Occitan (a mi-
nority language spoken in Southern France  This unique partnership will in-
clude exchanges of experience and best practice by a variety of means.  
The project represents an excellent opportunity to raise the profile of Gaelic 
and promote the aims of the Comhairle’s Gaelic Language Plan 2013-17.   


