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The Highlands and Islands European 
Partnership of which the Comhairle is a member 
held their second technical assistance workshop 
in Stornoway, regarding ’ Lessons Learned from 
the 2007 - 2013 Convergence Programmes in 
the Highlands and Islands'. 
 

The aim of the project is to evaluate the lessons 

learned in the Highlands & Islands Convergence 

Programmes 2007-2013, so that these lessons can inform the planning process for 

2014-2020, including alignment with European Agricultural Fund for Regional 

Development, and the European Fisheries Fund.  It will investigate which aspects of 

delivery and implementation of the 4 funds worked well and not so well, in areas such as 

delivery mechanisms, geographical coverage and impact, ease of participation and 

administrative process.  It will also provide recommendations for shaping future strategy 

for the region, taking into account limited availability of funding. The project has received 

funding from the Scottish Government. There are another 2 workshops to be held, the 

next one being in Shetland, and the final one being in Argyll. 

Stornoway Technical Assistance Workshop 

€UROZONE 

 
€1 = £0.86 
€1 = $1.33 
 
Source: European Central 
Bank 29th August 2013 

The UK Government is carrying out a review of the 
EU’s competences, (the power to act in particular areas 
conferred on it by the EU Treaties). It is important that 

Britain has a clear sense of how our national interests interact with the EU’s roles, 
particularly at a time of great change for the EU. 
  
Government departments will consult Parliament and its committees, business, the 
devolved administrations, and civil society to look in depth at how the EU’s 
competences work in practice. Our European partners and the EU institutions will also 
contribute to the review, and it will examine issues that are of interest across the EU, 
seeking to improve understanding and engagement. 
 
Government departments will then report on areas of competence and 
their findings will be published during the course of the review. This 
short guide and glossary to EU law explains some terms and concepts 
commonly used in reference to EU law. 

Review of the Balance 
 of Competences 
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European Structural Funds 2014 – 2020 Programmes 

Following the European Commission  
proposals for the 2014-20 European 
Structural and Investment (ESI) funds, 
the Scott ish Government have 
developed plans for the future 
S t r uc t u r a l  Funds  Ope ra t i ona l 

Programmes and Partnership Agreement. They 
undertook a consultation on 14 May 2013 http://
www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0042/00422469.pdf to seek views 
from stakeholders on the development of these 
programmes, and proposals for governance and delivery 
arrangements. The majority of respondents were 
supportive of the proposals, and the more strategic 
approach deemed best to address Scotland’s key 
challenges. 
 
A number of respondents requested sustainable 
transport as a thematic objective including CnES, who 
shared common concerns regarding youth employment 
policy, and infrastructure. CnES and others requested 

further clarification on the remit and membership of the 
PAMC (Partnership Agreement Monitoring Committee) 
and SDPs (Strategic Delivery Partnerships) sector 
representation, and of particular concern to the 
Comhairle, geographical representation. 
 
The Comhairle’s response emphasised a need for 
flexibility  so that EU funds could address not only 
Scottish priorities, but also its regional and our local 
specific sub-regional priorities and challenges. Despite 
the Highlands and Islands receiving Transition Status a 
final decision has yet to be made regarding separate 
programming which the Comhairle and HIEP are 
urgently lobbying for.    
 
The analysis of responses report can be found here 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0043/00430030.pdfresponses 

The Scottish Government will respond to the outcomes 
of this consultation together with the results from the 
shadow SDPs in the Autumn. 

European Market Visits 
the Islands 

Islanders enjoyed getting to 

sample a taste of European 

traditional foods and craft works 

at the European Continental 

Market which visited Stornoway 

from the 30th of July to 3rd of 

August in Perceval Square.  

Professional continental market 

traders from France, Belgium, 

Italy, Spain, Holland, Poland 

and many more countries wore 

traditional costumes, selling 

high quality products including 

Brittany biscuits, olives, Italian 

nougat, delectable cheeses, 

sausages, tartiflette, charcuteri

e, fresh bread and croissants. 

Training for Harris Tweed Weavers Starts Again  

As consumer demand for Harris Tweed 
continues to grow, a new training programme 
has been developed to ensure traditional 
skills are maintained within the industry.  
 
The training opportunities, focus on the 

sustainable growth of the industry, and project funding includes assistance from 
the  European Social Fund. Training includes loom maintenance skills, and 
general maintenance of the Griffiths loom. The Programme is also looking for 
participants interested in undertaking tweed darning skills. 
 
Workshops are also planned for Autumn offering guidance to Craft and Artisan 
businesses working with Harris Tweed. These workshops will offer support in 
using the Harris Tweed brand and ensuring correct use of the Orb Mark on 
products. 
 
There will also be an opportunity for new weavers to participate in a twelve week 
weaver training programme. Starting on Monday 16th September 2013, this 
course is accredited by SQA at SVQ Level 1 
(Manufacturing Textile Products) with planned 
progression to Level 2.  
 
For further details on these training courses 
and workshop, please contact St Lennan’s 
Youth Services Centre, 22- 24 Point Street, 
Stornoway, HS1 2XF. Tel 01851 822715 e-mail 
chris.campbell@cne-siar.gov.uk  

Famous weaver Donald John MacKay, Luskentyre pictured  


