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EUROPEAN COMMISSION WHITE PAPER ON THE FUTURE OF EUROPE 

As announced by President Juncker in his 
State of the Union speech of 14 September 
2016, which was welcomed by the EU-27 
leaders at the Bratislava Summit of 16 
September 2016, the Commission has now 
presented a White Paper on the future of 
Europe in order to launch the debate ahead 
of the Rome Summit marking the 60th 
anniversary of the EU. 
The White Paper is the European's 
Commission contribution to the Rome 
Summit, the moment when the EU will 
discuss its achievements of the past 60 years 
and commencing the process of deciding on 
the future of the Union for the EU27.  
To encourage this debate, the European 
Commission, together with the European 
Parliament and interested Member States, 
will host a series of 'Future of Europe 
Debates' across Europe's cities and regions. 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-17-
385_en.htm 

The latest State of the Economy report has been published by Scotland’s Chief Economist 
Dr Gary Gillespie. 
The report sets out the key trends in the Scottish economy in the second half of 2016, and 
the outlook for the coming year.  
The report highlights the following six points: 
Forecasts for the Scottish economy remain positive with Scottish Government growth 
forecasts of 1% and 1.3% in 2016/17 and 2017/18;  
The Scottish labour market has remained resilient with the unemployment rate falling over 
the past year;  
Scottish productivity has continued to grow and has now closed the gap with UK levels; 
Following the EU referendum growth rates remain below trend; 
The outlook for the oil and gas industry may improve through 2017; and, 
Since the EU referendum, the Scottish Government’s Consumer Sentiment Indicator has 
fallen to its lowest levels since the survey began in 2013. 
For more information please see here and read the latest State of the Economy report. 
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ECONOMY OUTLOOK POSITIVE 

https://beta.gov.scot/publications/state-of-the-economy-march-2017/
http://news.gov.scot/news/economy-outlook-positive
https://www.facebook.com/EDICOuterHebrides?ref=h
https://twitter.com/EDICOuterHeb
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Ever since the Brexit referendum EU citizens in the UK and UK 
nationals living in other EU countries face uncertainty about their 
ability to stay where they are.  
The British Government has so far refused to guarantee the 
rights of EU nationals.  
Following reports of administrative barriers, MEPs are 
increasingly concerned that EU citizens’ right to stay in the UK 
are not being fully respected.  
They held a debate on the issue on 1 March and will also 
organise hearings to gather evidence.  
On 1 March the House of Lords voted in favour of an 
amendment to guarantee the rights of EU citizens, yet since the 
Brexit referendum the UK Government has so far refused to 
offer any formal reassurances to the 3.1 million EU citizens living in the UK, insisting it could harm its effort to 
secure the rights of the 1.2 million UK nationals estimated to be living in other EU countries.  
There is a growing number of reports that it is increasingly difficult for EU citizens to apply for citizenship and that 
some living in the country for years have even been asked to leave. http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-
room/20170224STO63945/brexit-parliament-looks-into-rights-of-europeans-living-in-the-uk 

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LOOKS INTO RIGHTS OF EUROPEANS LIVING IN THE UK 

Europe Direct Outer Hebrides  

Bacteria found in humans, animals and food continue to show resistance 
to widely used antimicrobials, says the latest report on antimicrobial 
resistance (AMR) in bacteria, by the European Food Safety Authority 
(EFSA) and the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC). 
This year, the publication of the report is accompanied by a data 
visualisation tool, which displays data by country on antimicrobial 
resistance levels of some bacteria found in foods, animals and humans. 
The findings underline that AMR poses a serious threat to public and 
animal health.  
Infections caused by bacteria that are resistant to antimicrobials lead to 
about 25,000 deaths in the EU every year. 

 

EU REPORT: ANTIMICROBIAL RESISTANCE REMAINS HIGH  SPECIFIC INFORMATION EVENT 

Our next event will take the form of a 
specific event assisting Sgoil an Rubha 
with their Europe topic and preparation 
for the Western Isles local heats 
regarding the Euroquiz. 
This quiz is run annually by The 
Scottish European Educational Trust 
for primary 6 classes across Scotland. 
If you would like the EDIC to visit your  
school please do not hesitate to get in 
touch. Contact details are on the front 
of the newsletter. 

APPRENTICESHIPS ARE CHANGING 

As part of the annual Skills Development Scotland 
(SDS) Scottish Apprenticeship Week, Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar is hosting a series of events to 
demonstrate how apprenticeships work for 
businesses, individuals and the economy.  
There is commitment to supporting more Modern as 
well as the introduction of Foundation and Graduate 
Level Apprenticeships. One of the aims is to 
encourage employers to take on apprentices.  
The week which runs from 6 to 10 March 2017 will 

also showcase the successes of apprentices who have chosen to get a job, get paid and get qualified to develop 
their careers. 
EU funding from the European Social Fund assists towards the appointment of Peripatetic Assessors and Internal 
Verifiers for Scottish Apprenticeships. 
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http://www.cne-siar.gov.uk/press/170228a.asp
http://www.cne-siar.gov.uk/press/170228a.asp
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/scientific_output/documents/4694.pdf
http://www.seet.org.uk/
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/interactive_pages/AMR_Report_2015
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/interactive_pages/AMR_Report_2015

