
 
 

For a Free Home Fire Safety Check Contact:  
Highlands & Islands Fire & Rescue Service  

Call Free On: 08000 12 13 12 or visit www.hifrs.org 

 

Highlands & Islands  
Fire & Rescue Service 

Have a ‘Fire Safe’ Winter 

     Candles 
You can stop candles from starting a fire by taking a   
few simple precautions: 

 
• Always use a proper candleholder and make sure the 

candle fits firmly inside it. 
• Keep them away from curtains, furniture, and 

anything else that can catch fire.  
• Always put the candleholder on a heat resistant 

surface like a ceramic plate. This is especially 
important for 'tea lights'.  

• Never leave candles unattended or go to sleep when 
they are alight.  

• Keep candles out of the reach of children and pets 
never try to move a candle once it is lit.  

You should take extra care to prevent fire in the cold winter months. Alcohol continues to 
be the single greatest contributory factor to people dying in accidental house fires in 

Scotland. The winter months can bring extra fire hazards such as candles. Here are some 
top tips to keep you, your family and your home safe from fire. 

 

 
 
       
  

A working Smoke Alarm gives you those precious life saving minutes to put your Fire Action 
Plan in place to get you and your family to safety. 
FIT ONE TODAY – TOMORROW MAY BE TOO LATE! 

Don't fuel fire with alcohol. 

Many people think nothing of coming home after a night out and 
having another drink, lighting a cigarette or cooking some food. 

The advice is clear – don’t get so drunk that you can’t take care 
of yourself, your family or your home.  In a bid to reduce the 
number of accidental alcohol related fires, people are being 
advised to: 

• buy food on the way back from the pub, rather than 
attempting to cook when you get home      

• make sure all cigarettes are properly extinguished before 
you go to sleep 

• ensure you have a working smoke alarm installed as this 
will greatly increase the chances of escaping if fire breaks 
out in the home 


