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(LFRMP) 2022–2028 

 

     

   

Notice is hereby given that Comhairle nan Eilean Siar has made a determination in 
respect of the Outer Hebrides Local Flood Risk Management Plan (LFRMP) 
2022–2028. 
 
The Comhairle has determined under section 8(1) of the Act, and in consultation 
with the SEA Gateway, Historic Environment Scotland, Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency and Scottish Natural Heritage, that the Plan is unlikely to have 
significant environmental effects and therefore a full strategic environmental 
assessment is not required. 
 
A copy of the Determination and Screening Report is available for public inspection 
at the Council offices in Stornoway, Tarbert, Balivanich and Castlebay or on the 
Comhairle’s website at https://www.cne-siar.gov.uk/media/7597/oh-lfrmp-
screening-determination.pdf 
 

 

https://www.cne-siar.gov.uk/media/7597/oh-lfrmp-screening-determination.pdf
https://www.cne-siar.gov.uk/media/7597/oh-lfrmp-screening-determination.pdf


Ag Obair Còmhla airson nan Eilean  COMHAIRLE NAN EILEAN SIAR  Working Together for the Western Isles 

 

COMHAIRLE NAN EILEAN SIAR 
Sandwick Road, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis HS1 2BW 

Rathad Shanndabhaig, Steornabhagh, Eilean Leòdhais HS1 2BW 
 

 

SEA Gateway Team 
Scottish Government 
2‐H (South) 
Victoria Quay 
Edinburgh 
EH6 6QQ 

telephone direct line  :  01851 822658 
e‐mail  :  calum.mackenzie@cne‐siar.gov.uk  
fax  :  01851 705349 
writer  :  Calum Mackenzie 
our reference  :  CMK/CM 
your reference  :   
date  :  15 December 2022 

 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
SEA  SCREENING DETERMINATION  FOR THE  LOCAL  FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT PLAN  FOR THE 
OUTER HEBRIDES CYCLE 2 
 
I refer to your letter dated 27 April 2022 outlining the responses from the Consultation Authorities 
to the screening report that was submitted on 30 March 2022,  in relation to the Outer Hebrides 
Local Flood Risk Management Plan (LFRMP) 2022–2028. 
 
Having reviewed the responses, the Consultation Authorities are in agreement with the Comhairle’s 
findings and decision making.  Therefore, on 7 December 2022, the Comhairle made a determination 
under Section 8(1) of the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 that the Outer Hebrides 
Flood  Risk Management  Plan  is  unlikely  to  give  rise  to  any  significant  environmental  effects.  
Therefore, the Plan will not be subject to a Strategic Environmental Assessment. 
 
A copy of the screening determination will be available for inspection during normal office hours at 
the  Council  Offices,  Sandwick  Road,  Stornoway,  HS1  2BW  and  on  the  Comhairle’s website  at 
www.cne‐siar.gov.uk.   An  advert will  also  be  placed  in  the  Stornoway Gazette  to  publicise  the 
screening determination. 
 
In accordance with Section 10(1) of the Act, a copy of the screening determination is enclosed, and 
I would be obliged if you could forward this on the Consultation Authorities. 
 
If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact me on the above number. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Calum Mackenzie 
Head of Property and Infrastructure 

Enc 
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STEP 1 – DETAILS OF THE PLAN 

 

   

Responsible Authority: 

 

 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar (CnES) 
 

  

Title of the plan: 

 

 

Outer Hebrides Local Flood Risk Management Plan (LFRMP) 
2022 - 2028 

  

What prompted the plan:  

(e.g. a legislative, regulatory or 

administrative provision) 

 

 
The Flood Risk Management (Scotland) Act 2009, which 
transposes the EU Directive (2007/60/EC) on the 
assessment and management of flood risks 

  

Plan subject:  

(e.g. transport) 

 

 
Flood Risk Management 

  

Screening is required by the 

Environmental Assessment 

(Scotland) Act 2005.  

 

Based on Boxes 3 and 4, our view 

is that: 

 

      An SEA is required, as the environmental effects are likely 

to be significant: Please indicate below what Section of the 

2005 Act this plan falls within  

 

            Section 5(3)                Section 5(4) 

 

    An SEA is not required, as the environmental effects are 

unlikely to be significant:  Please indicate below what 

Section of the 2005 Act this plan falls within  

 

            Section 5(3)                Section 5(4) 

 

  

Contact details: Donald John MacDonald (d.j.macdonald@cne-siar.gov.uk) 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
Assets, Finance & Resources 
Council Offices 
Balivanich, Isle of Benbecula, HS7 5LA 

  

Date: 30 March 2022 
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STEP 2 – CONTEXT AND DESCRIPTION OF THE PLAN 

 

   

Context of the Plan:  

The production of a LFRMP for the Outer Hebrides is a requirement of the Flood 

Risk Management (Scotland) Act 2009 and provides a local plan for the 

management of flood risk, developing in more detail the proposed actions from 

the national plan prepared by SEPA.   

 

The LFRMP covers all the Outer Hebrides and aims to establish long term, 

sustainable and positive effects in relation to the impacts of flood risk in relation 

to climatic factors, population and human health and material assets. 

 

The LFRMP is part of a framework of flood risk strategy, i.e.: 

• The National Flood Risk Plan has identified the main flood hazards and 

impacts, set out objectives for reducing risk and best combination of 

measures to achieve this. 

• The Outer Hebrides LFRMP sets out in more detail how these measures will 

be carried out and what the timescales may be. 

• Some of the measures in the LFRMP may then result in future proposed 

works which could have significant environmental effects, although these 

would be subject to their own further environmental assessments. 

 

The LFRMP influences national plans as information gathered may better inform 

higher level actions included in future National Flood Plans. 

 

The LFRMP has a role to play in other plans such as the Council’s Development 

and Corporate Plans, planning policies and climate change strategies, as well as 

plans associated with other organisations such as SEPA’s River Basin 

Management Plan. 

 

The LFRMP aims to promote sustainable development through the reduction of 

flood risk to people and property. 

 

The LFRMP may have a positive effect on material assets through the protection 

of existing material assets from flooding including the built environment, 

transport network and community facilities. 

 

The LFRMP should also streamline the Development Planning application process 

and support a better integrated and informed decision making process in relation 

to flood risk. 

 

  

Description of the Plan: The LFRMP identifies the hazards and risks of flooding, most notably coastal and 

fluvial flooding, and sets out objectives for reducing flood risk and management 

of overall flood risk within the identified area with the most sustainable 

combination of measures. 

 

The objectives of the FRMP are to reduce overall flood risk in the most sustainable 

way, including to: 

 

• Ensure local Planning, Development and Emergency Plan procedures take full 

account of flood risk. 
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• Raise awareness of flood risk issues and measures which can be taken to 

reduce flood risk. 

• Gather further information to assess flood risk. 

• Develop possible physical works which could be taken in the future to reduce 

flood risk. 

• Cover flood risk in longer term climate adaptation plans. 

 

The LFRMP addresses flood risk.  The aim will be to have a significant positive 

impact through reducing flood risk and associated positive impact on climatic 

factors, population and human health, and material assets. 

 

The LFRMP is updated on a 6 year cycle, this cycle will run from 2022 to 2028.   

 

  

What are the key 

components of the 

plan? 

 

The key components of the plan are: 

• Measures that aim to avoid increasing flood risk, for example, measures 

related to planning. 

• Measures that protect from flooding using traditional engineering methods. 

• Measures that prepare for flooding should it occur (e.g. flood warning, 

awareness raising, emergency response plans). 

• Longer term plans for adaptation to climate change impacts. 

 

  

Have any of the 

components of the plan 

been considered in 

previous SEA work? 

 

 

The proposed actions for the Outer Hebrides FRMP also form part of SEPA's 

national flood plan which has had an SEA carried out in June 2021. 

 

The actions in the new plan also further develop actions in the current Outer 

Hebrides LFRMP which was SEA screened in 2015. 

   

In terms of your 

response to Boxes 7 and 

8 above, set out those 

components of the plan 

that are likely to require 

screening: 

 

The Local Flood Risk Management Plan sets out the direction and longer term 

aims for the Comhairle with regard to current and future flood risk and climate 

change impacts.  Delivery of these aims with physical works, if directed by 

Councillors, would be done as part of the Council’s future Capital Funding 

Programmes and through the planning application process.  

 

Of the actions identified in the plan only The South Ford Flood Risk Management 

Project is detailed and direct enough to have potential impacts which, at this 

stage, require consideration for environmental effects.   The Project will 

undertake an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) in relation to the specific 

proposals.   

 

The proposed South Ford project comprises of various flood risk protection and 

management works to the South Ford Area between the Isle of South Uist and 

the Isle of Benbecula including:  recharge of the Gualan Island, the Liniclate Dune 

Management Scheme and a flood protection bund. 
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The Gualan Island is a long and narrow sandy island running along the west of the 

South Ford Area and provides natural protection to the local low lying South Uist 

and Benbecula coastlines form storm waves.  The island ridge is to be recharged 

with sand and shingle ridge sourced within the South Ford Area to help restore 

and improve flood risk protection. 

 

The Liniclate Dune Management Scheme will look to restore and strengthen the 

dune ridge at Liniclate to preserve the dune ridge and improve existing flood 

protection here. 

 

Further to this a flood protection bund will be constructed to a low lying area 

along the Liniclate coastline just east of the dunes, adjacent to a surface water 

drainage channel, to provide further enhanced flood protection. 

 

The South Ford Project is covered further in Step 3 below. 
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STEP 3 – IDENTIFYING INTERACTIONS OF THE PLAN WITH THE ENVIRONMENT AND  

CONSIDERING THE LIKELY SIGNIFICANCE OF ANY INTERACTIONS (Box 10) 

 Environmental Topic Areas Explanation of Potential 

Environmental Effects 

Explanation of Significance 

Plan Components 
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Flood Studies   -  -    -  

Flood studies will have no physical 

impact on topic areas.  Information 

gathered may lead to future actions 

with the following impacts/effects: 

 

Potential positive impacts on: 

Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna, 

Population and human health, 

Water, Climatic factors, Material 

Assets and Cultural Heritage. 

 

Potential negative effects on: 

Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna, 

Population, Water. 

 

 

Flood studies will not involve any 

physical works so will not have any 

direct positive or negative impacts. 

 

Outputs from the studies will be used 

to direct future actions and give 

opportunities for benefits to 

Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna, 

Population and human health, 

Water, Climatic Factors, Material 

Assets, Cultural Heritage through 

identifying sustainable flood risk 

reduction actions where possible. 

 

Outputs will also give positive effects 

on Council policy and procedures 

related to flood risk, development 

and climate change. 

 

Potential negative effects would be 

expected to be limited to short term 

impacts during any future 

construction work, but any future 

schemes involving works would be 

assessed individually as they are 

developed. 
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Planning and 

Resilience 
  -  -    -  

Actions will have no physical impact 

on any issues.  Direction may be 

given on future actions with: 

 

Potential positive impacts on: 

Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna, 

Population and human health, 

Water, Climatic factors, Material 

Assets and Cultural Heritage. 

 

Potential negative effects on: 

Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna, 

Water. 

 

These actions will not involve any 

significant physical works so will not 

have any direct positive or negative 

impacts. 

 

Actions will result in input into 

Council policy and procedures related 

to flood risk, development and 

climate change to give opportunities 

for positive effects, or minimising of 

negative effects, to Biodiversity, Flora 

and Fauna, Population and human 

health, Water, Climatic Factors, 

Material assets, Cultural Heritage 

through identifying sustainable flood 

risk and procedures.  

The South Ford 

Flood Risk 

Management 

Project 

  -  -   - - - 

Potential for negative impacts on 

biodiversity, flora and fauna, and 

Water during the construction 

works.  Longer term impacts will be 

neutral. 

 

Potential positive Population and 

human health impacts through 

reduced flood risk and improved 

safety  for residents and road users. 

The scheme will require the 

excavation and reuse of sand and 

shingle from within the site area by 

mechanical means which will impact 

on biodiversity, flora and fauna and 

water during the construction works.  

Opportunities for improvements to 

these topic areas will be reviewed as 

part of the scheme feasibility and 

design work. 

 

On completion biodiversity, flora and 

fauna and water will be restored or 

improved along the scope of the 

project.  The Scheme will provide 

improved flood protection to the 

benefit of the population and human 

health in adjacent areas against 

coastal flooding by storm waves.    
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STEP 4 –  STATEMENT OF THE FINDINGS OF THE SCREENING 

    

Summary of interactions with the environment 

and statement of the findings of the Screening: 

(Including an outline of the likely significance of any 

interactions, positive or negative, and explanation of 

conclusion of the screening exercise.)  

Following consideration of the findings set out above, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar does not expect the 

anticipated environmental effects of the Outer Hebrides Local Flood Risk Management Plan to be significant.  

 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar therefore concludes that a SEA is not required in this instance. 

 

  

When completed send to: SEA.gateway@scotland.gsi.gov.uk or to the SEA Gateway, Scottish Government, Area 2H (South), Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ. 
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Completion guidance (Please delete before submission) 
 

Link to SEA Guidance: http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2013/08/3355  
 

Box 1 Name of the organisation that is responsible for the plan. 

Note: The responsible Authority is any person, body or office holder exercising 
functions of a public Character. Where more than one authority is responsible 
for a plan they should reach an agreement as to who is responsible for the SEA. 
Where an agreement cannot be reached, the Scottish Ministers can make the 
determination (Extract from SEA Guidance: Glossary (Page 50)). 

Box 2 Name of the plan.  

Note: The 2005 Act applies to plans which relate to matters of a public 
character. The term ‘plan’ within guidance also covers policy, programme and 
strategy (Extract from SEA Guidance: Glossary (Page 50)). 

Box 3 In terms of screening, knowing why a plan is being produced is one of the key 
components in understanding whether the plan falls into Section 5(3) or 5(4) of 
the 2005 Act.   

Box 4 The 2005 Act outlines the sectors as agriculture, forestry, fisheries, energy, 
industry, transport, waste management, water management, 
telecommunications, tourism, town & country planning and land use. 

Box 5 As well as briefly describing what the plan is intended to do and how it will 
achieve it, it is important to outline whether the plan sits within a hierarchy and 
its relationships with other plans and policies. 

Schedule 2 part 1 of the 2005 Act details criteria relating to a plan setting a 
framework for projects and other activities, and influencing other plans 
including those in a hierarchy. 

In terms of screening for likely environmental effects, knowing the context of a 
plan and where it will sit in a hierarchy of other plans is a key component in 
understanding the likely scope and remit of the plan and where the most 
appropriate assessment should take place. The description of the context 
should build on the information provided for Box 3 and contain sufficient 
information to allow those reading the screening report to understand the role 
of the plan in the wider policy context.  Brief descriptive information such the 
relationship of the plan with overarching policy, links with other plans, and the 
influence on and from overarching ambitions or objectives should be 
considerations.  This type of information can help paint a clear screening picture 
and whether an SEA of the plan is suitable in the circumstances.    

Box 6 The description of the plan being screened has to contain sufficient information 
to allow those reading the notification to understand the objectives of the plan 
and how the Responsible Authority aims to deliver them.  This may differ 
between spatial plans, policy based plans and aspirational plans (or a mix of 
these). The description should include: 
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• The focus and direction of the plans – Including the ‘powers’ it will have, 
the direction, status and importance it may bring, the ‘targets’ it will set, the 
legislation it will initiate, etc. 

• Its spatial scope - i.e. will it be nationally, regionally or locally focused, will 
there be specific area, location or boundary outlined. 

• Its temporal scope – i.e. will it be introduced for a set period of time before 
the next iteration?  

• The individual components of the plan – Including policy areas and plan 
components that it will cover (e.g. the sectors covered in a plan, specific 
technologies that will be considered, any new restrictions to be introduced, 
or measures that could be considered intrinsic mitigations). 

• Any new powers the plan may be given or may give to other activities 

• The vision, objectives and aims of the plan where these are clear. 

It may also prove helpful to include other information in a summary, such as 
whether the plan is expected to improve or strengthen the current approach, 
the reason the plan is being prepared, who it would apply to and the timescale 
for delivery. This type of information should build upon that provided for Box 5 
and can help paint a clear picture of whether screening is suitable in the 
circumstances.    

Box 7 Information included in this section should clearly set out the components of 
the plan (e.g. policy areas covered or the relevant likely sections of the plan) 
and allow the reader to see which components of the plan are being considered 
in the screening process.  

Box 8 Are you confident that all significant environmental effects arising from this plan 
have already been covered in earlier SEA work? 

Most plans sit in a wider policy hierarchy, influenced by and/or influencing other 
plans and policies within the hierarchy.  In many cases, previous SEA work is 
likely to have been undertaken on other plans and policies, and these may be 
of relevance to the consideration of the likelihood of significant environment 
effects associated with the development of the plan. 

These assessments may have considered components of the plan, and in 
some cases, there may be the possibility of screening out certain components 
of a plan as these have been previously assessed (e.g. through SEA of an 
overarching policy, or  assessment of a previous plan that includes several 
components duplicated within the current plan).  It is essential to have full 
confidence that components have been previously assessed, to an appropriate 
level, prior to its removal from further consideration. Even a small deviation 
from previously assessed policy, changes in the sensitivity or knowledge of 
environmental receptors affected, and length of time since assessment are 
likely to result in the need for new assessment. 

Information included in this section should clearly identify the plan components 
and refer to the previous assessment work undertaken to demonstrate that they 
have been ‘captured’ in the SEA process in accordance with the requirements 
of the 2005 Act and the satisfaction of the Consultation Authorities.  
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Box 9 Based upon the content of Boxes 7 and 8, this section should identify the 
components of the plan that require screening.  These components can then 
be taken forward into the next section of the screening process. 

Box 10 Is the plan, and its components, likely to have potential interactions with the 
environment, either direct or indirectly? 

The next step in this approach is identifying the potential for interactions of the 
plan with the environment.  A table such as that provided could aid in identifying 
the likely interactions of the policy and its components against each of the 
environmental topic areas set out in Schedule 2 of the 2005 Act.  This step is 
aimed at helping Responsible Authorities to demonstrate compliance with the 
requirements of the 2005 Act and transparency in reaching their conclusions of 
the screening process.   

Note that the Responsible Authority should refer to and, where appropriate, 
address the criteria outlined within Schedule 2 of the 2005 Act in determining 
the likely significance of effects on the environment.  Therefore, it is 
recommended that the Responsible Authority consider the probability, duration, 
frequency, reversibility, magnitude and spatial extent of any potential effects; 
the cumulative and transboundary nature of effects; the value and vulnerability 
of the area(s) likely to be affected; and risk to human health and the 
environment; amongst others.  Further explanation of the criteria detail in 
Sections 1(a) – 1(e) and 2(a) – 2(g) is provided in the Scottish Government’s 
SEA Guidance (Section 3.3: Making a Screening Determination, Available at 
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2013/08/3355/3).  

Note the 2005 Act does not distinguish between positive and negative 
environmental effects and either, if significant, could trigger an SEA.   

Box 11 Upon consideration of the previous sections, a Responsible Authority should 
make a finding on whether there is the likelihood of significant environmental 
effects associated with adoption of the plan.   

The information in this section should provide a summary of the likely 
interactions of the plan with the environment, and conclude whether the 
Responsible Authority consider that an SEA is required or not.   

If likely significant effects are identified by a Responsible Authority, then an 
SEA must be undertaken and the decision to do this advertised.  The 
information presented at screening and Consultation Authority views on this 
can also help to inform the next stage of the SEA process (Scoping).  Similarly, 
if no significant effects are identified a determination to that effect must be 
undertaken and then advertised. 

 

 



 

 

Victoria Quay, Edinburgh  EH6 6QQ 

www.gov.scot      

 

Local Government and Communities Directorate 

Planning and Architecture Division 

 

 

T: 07501497462   
E: SEA.Gateway@gov.scot  

 

 

 

 
Donald John MacDonald, 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, 
Baile a' Mhanaich, 
Beinn na Faoghla, 
HS7 5LA 

 

___ 
 

01720 - Screening - Comhairle nan Eilean Siar - Outer Hebrides Local Flood Risk 
Management Plan (LFRMP) 2022 – 2028 

27th April 2022 
 
Dear Donald, 
 
With reference to the Screening document you submitted on 30th March 2022. 
 
The Consultation Authorities have now considered your screening request as per Section 9(3) 
of the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005.  I have attached the individual 
letters from the Consultation Authorities, outlining their views and opinions. 
 
Please note, these are the views and opinions of the Consultation Authorities on the likelihood 
of significant environmental effects arising from the plan or programme and not a judgement 
on whether an SEA is required. It is therefore for the Responsible Authority to determine 
whether an SEA is required in the circumstances.  Where possible the Consultation Authorities 
may have offered supplementary information and/or advice for you to consider, which you 
should find helpful.     
 

As the Consultation Authorities have now notified you of their views, you should now refer to 
the 2005 Act to consider your next step. You should of course take into account the advice 
offered by the Consultation Authorities. 
 

You should note, as per Section 10 of the 2005 Act, that within 28 days of your determination 
about whether an SEA is required or not, a copy of the determination and any related 
statement of reasons must be passed to the Consultation Authorities. This may be done via 
the SEA Gateway. 
 
If you have any queries or would like me to clarify any points, please call me on 
07501497462. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Clare Donnelly 
SEA Gateway Administrator 

mailto:SEA.Gateway@gov.scot


 

Historic Environment Scotland – Longmore House, Salisbury Place, Edinburgh, EH9 1SH 
 
 
Scottish Charity No. SC045925 
VAT No. GB 221 8680 15 
 

 

 
 
Dear Donald John MacDonald 
 
Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar - Outer Hebrides Local Flood Risk Management Plan 
(LFRMP) 2022 - 2028 
 
Screening Report 
 
Thank you for your consultation which we received on 30 March 2022 about the above 
screening report. We have reviewed this report in our role as a Consultation Authority 
under the above Act, in accordance with the requirements of Section 9(3).  In doing so 
we have used the criteria set out in Schedule 2 for determining the likely significance of 
the effects on the environment. 
 
Historic Environment Scotland’s view 
In light of the information and reasoning set out within the screening report, we agree 
with your view that there are unlikely to be significant environmental effects for the 
historic environment. 
 
Historic Environment Scotland’s comments 
We understand that this Local Flood Risk Management Plan (LFRMP) will act as the 
delivery plan for the Outer Hebrides Local Plan District Flood Risk Management Plan 
(FRM). We note that you are of the view that as the FRM has been subject to full 
environmental assessment significant effects on the historic environment as a result of 
the LFRMP are unlikely. We are content to agree with this view.  
 
Next steps 
The Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 requires you as the Responsible 
Authority to determine whether an environmental assessment is required. You must then 
notify the Consultation Authorities within 28 days of making this determination. This 
maybe done via the SEA Gateway (sea_gateway@gov.scot). 
 
We hope our advice is helpful to you in making this determination. Please feel welcome 
to contact us if you have any questions about this response. The officer managing this 

By email to: sea_gateway@gov.scot 
 
 
Donald John MacDonald 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
Assets, Finance & Resources 
Council Offices 
Balivanich 
Isle of Benbecula 
HS7 5LA 

Longmore House 
Salisbury Place 

Edinburgh 
EH9 1SH 

 
Enquiry Line: 0131-668-8716 
Switchboard: 0131 668 8600 
HMConsultations@hes.scot 

 
Our case ID: 300057672 

Your ref: 01720 - Screening 
13 April 2022 

mailto:sea_gateway@gov.scot
mailto:sea_gateway@gov.scot
mailto:HMConsultations@hes.scot


 

Historic Environment Scotland – Longmore House, Salisbury Place, Edinburgh, EH9 1SH 
 
 
Scottish Charity No. SC045925 
VAT No. GB 221 8680 15 
 

 

case is Andrew Stevenson who can be contacted by phone on 0131 668 8960 or by 
email on andrew.stevenson2@hes.scot. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Historic Environment Scotland  
 

mailto:andrew.stevenson2@hes.scot


 

 

 

Stilligarry, Isle of South Uist HS8 5RS 
Stadhlaigearraidh, Uibhist a Deas, HS8 5RS 

01870 620238   nature.scot 

NatureScot is the operating name of Scottish Natural Heritage 

 

 

Donald John MacDonald 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 

 

By email only to sea.gateway@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 

cc:        sea.gateway@sepa.org.uk 

sea.gateway@hes.org.uk 

sea.gateway@snh.gov.uk 

 

26 April 2022 

 

Dear Donald John 

 
Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005: Western Isles Council – Outer Hebrides 
Local Flood Risk Management Plan (LFRMP) 2022-2028 - Screening Determination.  
 
I refer to your screening consultation submitted on 30th March 2022 via the Scottish Government 
SEA Gateway in respect of the above plan. In accordance with Section 5(3) of the Environmental 
Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005, I have considered your screening report using the criteria set out 
in Schedule 2 for determining the likely significance of effects on the environment.  
 
I note that actions proposed in the in the Outer Hebrides LFRMP also form part of SEPA’s national 
flood plan, which has already been subject to SEA. We are content that the LFRMP can be 
screened out.  
 
Please note that this consultation response provides a view solely on the potential for the strategy 
to have significant environmental effects. We cannot comment on whether or not the plan or 
programme meets other criteria determining the need for SEA as set out in the Act. 
 
Should you wish to discuss this screening determination, please do not hesitate to contact me on 
0131 314 4182 or via SNH’s Gateway at sea.gateway@snh.gov.uk  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Johanne Ferguson 
Operations Manager, Outer Hebrides 
Johanne.ferguson@nature.scot 

mailto:sea.gateway@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:gateway@sepa.org.uk
mailto:sea.gateway@hes.org.uk
mailto:sea.gateway@snh.gov.uk
mailto:Johanne.ferguson@nature.scot
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Donald J. MacDonald - TS

From: sea.gateway@sepa.org.uk
Sent: 22 April 2022 13:09
To: SEA_Gateway@gov.scot
Cc: SEA_GATEWAY@nature.scot; SEA.gateway@hes.scot; sea.gateway@sepa.org.uk
Subject: 01720 - Screening - Comhairle nan Eilean Siar - Outer Hebrides Local Flood Risk 

Management Plan (LFRMP) - SEPA response 4862

PUBLIC 

 
Send email to: sea_gateway@gov.scot 

 
Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 
01720 - Screening - Comhairle nan Eilean Siar - Outer Hebrides Local Flood Risk Management Plan (LFRMP) - 
Screening report 
 
Thank you for consulting SEPA on this Screening Report by way of your email of 31 March 2022. 
 
In accordance with Section 9(3) of the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 we have reviewed the 
screening report using the criteria set out in Schedule 2 of the Act. In regard to our main areas of interest (air, 
water, soil, human health, material assets and climatic factors) we agree with the conclusions of the screening 
report that the proposed PPS in its own right is unlikely to have significant environmental effects as any potential 
effects have already been assessed at a higher level. 
 
Although we are of the view that significant environmental effects are unlikely, it is for the Responsible Authority to 
make a formal determination taking into account the consultation responses received.  
 
If you would like to discuss this consultation response please do not hesitate to contact me by email or via our SEA 
Gateway at sea.gateway@sepa.org.uk.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Susan Haslam 
Cc: 
sea_gateway@nature.scot 
sea.gateway@hes.scot 
sea.gateway@sepa.org.uk 
 
Disclaimer  
The information contained in this email and any attachments may be confidential and is intended solely for the use 
of the intended recipients. Access, copying or re-use of the information in it by any other is not authorised. If you are 
not the intended recipient please notify us immediately by return email to postmaster@sepa.org.uk. Registered 
office: Strathallan House, Castle Business Park, Stirling FK9 4TZ. Under the Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 
2000, the email system at SEPA may be subject to monitoring from time to time. 


