
What is GOPR: 
 
The Getting Our Priorities Right (GOPR) framework 
is a crucial part of Scotland's child protection 
system. It provides guidance and tools for 
practitioners working with children and families 
affected by parental substance misuse. 

Key Aims: 
Promote the safety and well-being of children: GOPR 
prioritises ensuring children's safety and development, 
even when their parents struggle with substance use. 
Early intervention and prevention:  The framework 
emphasises early identification and support for 
families at risk, aiming to prevent harm before it 
occurs. 
Joined-up working: GOPR encourages collaboration 
between different agencies and professionals involved 
in a child's life, fostering a holistic approach to 
support. 
Empowering families: The framework the importance 
of supporting families to address recognises substance 
misuse and build their capacity to care for their 
children. 

. 

 
 Core Principles: 

Child-centered: All decisions and actions should prioritise the 
best interests of the child. 
Proportionality: Interventions should be proportionate to the 
identified risk and tailored to the individual needs of the child 
and family. 
Partnership: Effective collaboration between professionals, 
families, and communities is essential. 
Information sharing: Sharing relevant information safely and 
securely is crucial for coordinated support. 
Support for recovery: Parents struggling with substance misuse 
should be offered support and opportunities for recovery. 

  

Impact and Challenges: 
 
GOPR has been credited with improving outcomes 
for children affected by parental substance misuse. 
However, challenges remain, such as ensuring 
consistent implementation across Scotland and 
adequately resourcing services. (see learn more 
link 2.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Learn more  
 

1. Parental substance misuse and social worker 
intervention | Iriss 

 
2. GETTING OUR PRIORITIES RIGHT (GOPR) - 

gov.scot (www.gov.scot)  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conclusion: 
The Getting Our Priorities Right framework is a 
vital tool for safeguarding children and supporting 
families in Scotland. By prioritising early 
intervention, collaboration, and family 
empowerment, GOPR strives to create a safer and 
more nurturing environment for vulnerable 
children. 

Key Components: 
Assessment and planning: Practitioners use a structured 
approach to assess risks and develop support plans for children 
and families. 
Information sharing and consent: Clear guidelines are provided 
for sharing information safely and ethically, respecting families' 
rights. 
Working together:  collaboration between child protection 
services, adult support services, and other relevant agencies. 
Training and development: Ongoing training is provided to 
ensure practitioners have the skills and knowledge to implement 
the framework effectively. 

7 Minute Briefing 

1 2 

3 

4 

7 

6 

5 

Getting Our 
Priorities Right 

Framework 
(GOPR) 

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://www.iriss.org.uk/resources/esss-outlines/parental-substance-misuse-and-social-worker-intervention___.YzJlOmNvbWhhaXJsZW5hbmVpbGVhbnNpYXI6YzpvOmY2NjRhMWZlYWU0YmNiNDY5ZjNhYzI1Yjc0ZWJkMmY2Ojc6ZWQwOTpkZGEwNGYyZmIzOGZiMjY0Y2YxNTZiZDgwMWQ4MDEwYjRiNzk2MDk3NGY2MGUwZjVjZTZjMGJhZTRkMmU5MTNmOnA6RjpG
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://www.iriss.org.uk/resources/esss-outlines/parental-substance-misuse-and-social-worker-intervention___.YzJlOmNvbWhhaXJsZW5hbmVpbGVhbnNpYXI6YzpvOmY2NjRhMWZlYWU0YmNiNDY5ZjNhYzI1Yjc0ZWJkMmY2Ojc6ZWQwOTpkZGEwNGYyZmIzOGZiMjY0Y2YxNTZiZDgwMWQ4MDEwYjRiNzk2MDk3NGY2MGUwZjVjZTZjMGJhZTRkMmU5MTNmOnA6RjpG
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://www.gov.scot/publications/getting-priorities-right-gopr/pages/1/___.YzJlOmNvbWhhaXJsZW5hbmVpbGVhbnNpYXI6YzpvOmY2NjRhMWZlYWU0YmNiNDY5ZjNhYzI1Yjc0ZWJkMmY2Ojc6YzRkZDoyNjhmMDhjZjYyODYyNDc4MDA1ZmNlN2FiYmU0YTgwNjFjNGFjYWM3MDEzNDMzZGZhNWIwODdjNzljNDIzZTcyOnA6RjpG
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://www.gov.scot/publications/getting-priorities-right-gopr/pages/1/___.YzJlOmNvbWhhaXJsZW5hbmVpbGVhbnNpYXI6YzpvOmY2NjRhMWZlYWU0YmNiNDY5ZjNhYzI1Yjc0ZWJkMmY2Ojc6YzRkZDoyNjhmMDhjZjYyODYyNDc4MDA1ZmNlN2FiYmU0YTgwNjFjNGFjYWM3MDEzNDMzZGZhNWIwODdjNzljNDIzZTcyOnA6RjpG
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://www.gov.scot/publications/getting-priorities-right-gopr/pages/1/___.YzJlOmNvbWhhaXJsZW5hbmVpbGVhbnNpYXI6YzpvOmY2NjRhMWZlYWU0YmNiNDY5ZjNhYzI1Yjc0ZWJkMmY2Ojc6YzRkZDoyNjhmMDhjZjYyODYyNDc4MDA1ZmNlN2FiYmU0YTgwNjFjNGFjYWM3MDEzNDMzZGZhNWIwODdjNzljNDIzZTcyOnA6RjpG
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://www.gov.scot/publications/getting-priorities-right-gopr/pages/1/___.YzJlOmNvbWhhaXJsZW5hbmVpbGVhbnNpYXI6YzpvOmY2NjRhMWZlYWU0YmNiNDY5ZjNhYzI1Yjc0ZWJkMmY2Ojc6YzRkZDoyNjhmMDhjZjYyODYyNDc4MDA1ZmNlN2FiYmU0YTgwNjFjNGFjYWM3MDEzNDMzZGZhNWIwODdjNzljNDIzZTcyOnA6RjpG
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://www.gov.scot/publications/getting-priorities-right-gopr/pages/1/___.YzJlOmNvbWhhaXJsZW5hbmVpbGVhbnNpYXI6YzpvOmY2NjRhMWZlYWU0YmNiNDY5ZjNhYzI1Yjc0ZWJkMmY2Ojc6YzRkZDoyNjhmMDhjZjYyODYyNDc4MDA1ZmNlN2FiYmU0YTgwNjFjNGFjYWM3MDEzNDMzZGZhNWIwODdjNzljNDIzZTcyOnA6RjpG
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://www.gov.scot/publications/getting-priorities-right-gopr/pages/1/___.YzJlOmNvbWhhaXJsZW5hbmVpbGVhbnNpYXI6YzpvOmY2NjRhMWZlYWU0YmNiNDY5ZjNhYzI1Yjc0ZWJkMmY2Ojc6YzRkZDoyNjhmMDhjZjYyODYyNDc4MDA1ZmNlN2FiYmU0YTgwNjFjNGFjYWM3MDEzNDMzZGZhNWIwODdjNzljNDIzZTcyOnA6RjpG

