
 

At its meeting on 5 December 2017 the Education, Sport and Children’s Services Committee considered the business referred to 
below.  The Committee has approved the recommendations detailed for approval by the Comhairle.  Where the Committee has 
exercised delegated powers or used the conditional delegation provisions for any item, this is stated. 
 
Items marked with an asterisk* were considered with the press and public excluded from the Meeting. 
 

Item Title Agenda 
Number 
 

Committee’s Decision 

Minute of Meeting of 
26 Septmeber 2017   
 

1  The Minute of Meeting of 26 September 2017 was approved. 

Declaration of 
Interest 
 

2  Mr Charlie Nicolson declared an interest in Item 17 as a Member of the High Free 
Church. 
 

Performance 
Management 
2017/18: Quarter 2 
 

3  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle continue to scrutinise Business Plan 
performance through Interplan and through engagement with the Performance 
Monitoring Presentation. 
 

Support for Local 
Sports Councils 
 

4  It was agreed to recommend that, subject to approval of the 2017/18 Budget, the 
Comhairle approve continued support for the local Sports Councils through devolving 
£13k to the Lewis and Harris Sports Council and £8.5k to the Uist and Barra Sports 
Council from the 2017/18 Sports and Games Budget. 
 

Care Inspectorate 
Report - Fostering 
and Adoption 
Services Action 
Plans Progress 
Report 
 

5  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhaire: 
 
(1) note the improvements which have been made in Fostering and Adoption 

Services since the October 2016 Inspection Report; and 
 
(2) note the proposed action contained in Appendices 1 and 2 to the Report. 
 

Supported 
Residential 
Accommodation for 
Young Adults (The 
Old House) – 
Update 
 

6  It was agreed to recommended that the Comhairle agree that: 
 
(1) the role of ‘The Old House’ accommodation unit, Lewis Street, Stornoway 

would continue to be Housing Support for young people aged 16-26; 
 
(2) operational responsibility for the ‘The Old House’ would be undertaken by the 

Children’s Services Manager (Action for Children) as part of the Children’s 
Services Partnership Model of delivery. The Children’s Services Manager 
(Action for Children) would undertake the role of Residential Manager and 
report to the Comhairle’s Children’s Services Manager (Resources); 

 

(3) ‘The Old House’ revenue budgets relating to staffing and equipment costs 
would continue to be within the Education and Children’s Services Department 
Budget; 

 

(4) full managerial and financial responsibility for the Old House would transfer 
from the Development Department to the Education and Children’s Services 
Department at an appropriate time in the following year and this would be 
decided up on by the Directors of the two Departments; 

 

(5) service responsibilities as set out in paragraph 6.1 of the Report be approved; 
and 

 

(6) operation of the facility and arrangements presented in this Report would be 
reviewed after a period of one year by the relevant Directors and a Report 
brought back to the November 2018 series of Comhairle Meetings. 

 
Severe and 
Complex Provision 
at Sandwick 
Learning Centre – 
Update 
* 
 

7   It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle:  
 
(1) note the Report; and 

 
(2) request that the Director of Education and Children’s Service review the 

provision and produce a further progress Report to the April 2018 series of 
meetings; and  
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(3) include Sandwick Learning Centre Complex Additional Support Needs 
provision for audit as part of the Whole Service Validated Self-evaluation in 
April 2018.  

 
e-Sgoil Progress 
Update and 
Economic Impact 
Assessment 
 

8  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report and the Economic 
Impact Assessment Report and request that the Director of Education and Children’s 
Services submits a further Report to the June 2018 series of Meetings. 
 

Eilean Siar National 
Improvement 
Framework 
Improvement Plan 
2017-18 Update 
 

9  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report. 

Eilean Siar Insight 
Local Measures 
2016-17 

10  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report. 

Expanded Eligibility 
for Clothing Grants 
 

11  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) increase the family income threshold for Clothing Grant applications to 

£20,000; 
 
(2) revise the application process to mirror the application process in place for 

Education Maintenance Allowances; and 
 
(3) review the family income threshold for Clothing Grant applications if it 

generates in excess of 100 new applications in the 2018/19 school year. 
 

 
Primary School 
Cashless Catering 
 

12  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note: 
 
(1) the milestones detailed in the Report that need to be met to enable the 

Smartcard Project to progress; and 
 
(2) the obstacle detailed in the Report needs to be overcome before the Short 

Term Proposals in the body of the Report can be actioned. 
 

Post-Inspection 
Progress Report: 
Stornoway Primary 
School 
 

13  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the findings of the 2017 review 
visit to Stornoway Primary, including the key strengths and the main points for action. 

Post-Inspection 
Progress Report: 
Sgoil nan Loch 
 

14  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the findings of the review visit to 
Sgoil nan Loch, including the key strengths and the main points for action. 

Northern Alliance 
Regional 
Improvement 
Collaborative 
 

15  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the governance arrangements and 
related information for the Northern Alliance Regional Improvement Collaborative. 

Internal Whole 
Service Validated 
Self-Evaluation 
2018 
 

16  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle authorise the Director of Education and 
Children’s Services to undertake a Whole Service Validated Self-evaluation in April 
2018 and contract with consultants as appropriate. 
 

Corporate Pitches 
and School Lets 
 

17  It was agreed, insofar on the interests as the Committee were concerned, to 
recommend that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) note the arrangements for School Lets and School Pitch Hire;  
 
(2) agree the Director of Education and Children’s Services be authorised to grant 

free access to School Sports Facilities to appropriate agencies, charities and 
third sector organisations working with ‘at risk’ and vulnerable young people 
and that the Scheme of Delegation be amended accordingly; and 

 

(3) agree that the Director of Education and Children’s Services submit a Report 
detailing the financial implications of Free School Lets for U16’s to the 
February 2018 series of meetings. 

 



 
Participation in 
Education and 
Children’s Services 
Decision Making by 
Children and Young 
People 
 

18  It was agreed to recommend the Comhairle agree:  
 
(1) to establish an Area Youth Forum in each of Barra, Uist and Harris and that the 

Director of Education and Children’s Services Service be authorised to 
establish Area Youth Fora in Lewis to reflect communities; 

 
(2) that the Fora be supported by Community and Lifelong Learning Development 

(CLLD) Officers and that each Pupil Council appoint two representatives to 
their local Fora;  and 

 
(3) that the Comhairle’s Youth Champions will meet with the Area Youth fora to 

ensure that the views and concerns of young people are articulated and taken 
into account in the prioritisation of Reports and at Committee. 
 

Town Hall Letting 
Policy and Charges 
2017/18 
 

19  It was agreed to recommend the Comhairle approve: 
 
(1) the Revised Charges to be effective from January 2018 detailed in Appendix 1 

to the Report; and 
 
(2) the revised Town Hall Letting Policy at Appendix 2 to the Report. 
 

Chief Social Work 
Officer Annual 
Report 2016/17 
 

20  It was agreed to recommend the Comhairle: 
 
(1) note the position in relation to Social Work Services during 2016/17 as outlined 

in the Report; 
 
(2) approve the Chief Social Work Officer Annual Report for 2016/17 at Appendix 

1 to the Report;  and 
 
(3) approve the submission to Scottish Government of the Annual Report 2016/17. 
 

Specialist Mainland 
Placements for 
Children 2017/18 
 

21  It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the interests of the Committee were concerned, 
that the Comhairle note the financial position for Specialist Mainland Placement for 
2017/18. 

Education 
Governance: Fair 
Funding to Achieve 
Excellence and 
Equality in 
Education – 
Consultation 
Submission 
 

22  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the consultation response. 

Empowering 
Schools: A 
Consultation on the 
Provisions of the 
Education 
(Scotland) Bill 
 

23  It was agreed to recommend the Comhairle agree that, subsequent to further 
consultation and taking on board the views of Members, the Comhairle authorise the 
Chief Executive and the Director of Education and Children’s Services be authorised to 
submit a response to the Scottish Government by 30 January 2017. 
 

Whole Service 
Transformational 
Change Curriculum 
Redesign 
 

24  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Presentation. 

Reports Outstanding 
 

25  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report. 

 


