es

ute
rH
eb
ri d

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar
Development Department

T
h eO

Socio Economic Update No 37
May 2018

N

					
ational Records of Scotland published mid 2017 population estimates on 19 April 2018. Mid
year estimates are produced annually and relate to the 30th June of the year covered. Births
and deaths are estimated using data from the civil registration system and are virtually complete.
Estimates of migration are produced using best sources available including GP registrations and
survey information.

The population in the Outer Hebrides is estimated
to have increased over the year primarily because
of net migration, which was 155, a large increase
in comparision to net migration in mid-2016
which was -67.
This helped to counteract
negative natural change (deaths minus births)
which was -111 due to 351 deaths and 240 births.
Over the decade from 2007 to 2017 there was
a population decrease of 160 persons (-1.0%),
in comparison to a 4.9% increase nationally.
Orkney had a 6.9% increase and Shetland
had a 3.3% increase over the same period.
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Scotland
has
experienced
positive
net
migration. However, there has been a reduction
of 25% in migration over the last year.
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The Outer Hebrides is estimated to have experienced
positive net migration from the rest of the UK (147)
and overseas (11), but negative migration within
Scotland (-3), as illustrated in the adjacent chart.
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The Outer Hebrides, along with Argyll
and Dumfries & Galloway, had the
percentage of those aged 65 and over
in comparison to the Scotland average

Net Migration
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Scotland’s population was 5,424,800, the highest
ever and an increase of 20,100 (0.4%) from
the previous year. However, this is a smaller
increase than that seen in the year to mid2016 which saw an increase of 31,700 (0.6%).

Natural Change and Net Migration
Outer Hebrides 2007 to 2017

percentage

The current population estimate for the Outer
Hebrides is 26,950 as at 30 June 2017; this represents
an increase in the overall population of 50 persons
(0.2%) from mid 2016 to mid 2017. This is the first
year since the 2011 Census that the Outer Hebrides
is estimated to have had an increase in population.
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ational Records of Scotland published 2016 based population projections on 28 March 2018.
Population projections are produced every two years and are based largely on past trends. These
projections concentrate on the results over the next 10 years to 2026.

The 2016 based projections concentrate on the
results over the next 10 years to 2026, although
projections have been produced for the next
25 years to 2041. However, projections this
far ahead become increasingly uncertain.
The projections predict a 4.8% decrease in the
population of the Outer Hebrides over the next
10 years from 26,900 in 2016 to 25,616 in 2026.
However, the population of the Outer Hebrides is
projected to decrease by 14% over the next 25 years
from 2016 to 2041, the largest decline in Scotland.
Components of projected population change
2016-2041 by 5 year period
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Population projections for the Outer Hebrides
continue to show a large downward trend, especially
with those aged 16 to 24 (-14%) and those aged 45
to 64 (-11.5%), while those aged 75 and over will
increase (22.6%), as illustrated in the chart below..
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The projection for the population aged 75 and
over in the Outer Hebrides is a 23% increase
from 2016 to 2026 (Scottish average +27%).
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The Outer Hebrides is projected to continue to
experience a small level of positive net migration
(more people moving here than leaving); thus the
anticipated population decline is due to more deaths
than births (negative natural change), despite net inmigration. The chart above illustrates this decline.
The population of the Outer Hebrides is projected
to decrease by 4.8% over the period 2016 - 2026,
the largest projected
percentage decline in
Scotland (Inverclyde -3.8%, Argyll & Bute -3.4%).
The Outer Hebrides is expected to have a
negative natural change of -4.8% over the
period 2016 to 2026 while net migration is
positive at 0.4%. Therefore, the decline in the
population is due to negative natural change.
The decline in broad age groups from 2016 to 2026
is as follows: a 7% decline in the 0-15 yr age group,
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The population of Scotland is projected to rise
from 5.40 million in 2016 to 5.58 million in
2026, and to continue to rise to 5.69 million in
2041 – an increase of 5% over the 25 year period.
Two-thirds of
are projected
change (more
at population
concentrated

Scotland’s council areas (22)
to experience negative natural
deaths than births). Looking
decline nationally, it is mainly
in the west of Scotland.

Those council areas projected to experience
decline are: East Ayrshire (-0.2%), West
Dunbartonshire (-0.7%), South Ayrshire (-0.9%),
Dumfries & Galloway (-1.5%), North Ayrshire
(-2.1%), Argyll and Bute (-3.4%), Inverclyde
(-3.8%) and the Outer Hebrides (-4.8%).

A settlement
is defined to be a group of
National
of Estimates
Scotland for
published
Mid-2016Records
Population
Settlements
and Localities
Mid-2016
Population
Estimates
for high density postcodes whose combined
Settlements and Localities on 12 March 2018. population rounds to 500 people or more.
They are separated by low density postcodes.
Settlements and the localities within them are
A locality is either a settlement or a portion
designed to represent the populated, built-up
of a settlement of 500 people or more,
areas of Scotland. Over 90% of people in Scotland
corresponding to a distinct town or city within a
live within a settlement, yet settlements account
settlement. These are defined based on previous
for just over 2% of Scotland’s area. Glasgow City
locality boundaries and local authority input.
has only 0.1% of its population living outside of
a settlement while, in the Outer Hebrides 70% The table below gives population details
of the population live outside of a settlement. on the settlements in the Outer Hebrides
The maps show the settlement boundaries.

Settlement

Total
Population

Aged
Under 16

% Under
16

Aged
16-64

% Aged
16-64

Aged 65 % 65
%Male /
& over & over % Female

Balivanich
Stornoway

530
7,440

118
1,200

22%
16%

337
4,530

64%
61%

75
1,710

Balivanich Settlement

14%
23%

50/50
48/52

Stornoway Settlement

The following table gives population details on the four localities in the Outer Hebrides; Balivanich,
Stornoway, Sandwick and Newmarket, Laxdale and Marybank and the maps show the locality boundaries.
The Balivanich settlement and locality have the same boundary.
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Locality

Total
Population

Aged
Under 16

% Under
16

Aged
16-64

% Aged
16-64

Aged 65 % 65
%Male/
& over & over % Female

Balivanich
Stornoway
Sandwick
Newmarket,
Laxdale &
Marybank

530
5,070
740
1,630

118
725
150
325

22%
14%
20%
20%

337
3,032
448
1,050

64%
60%
61%
64%

75
1,313
142
255

Balivanich Locality

14%
26%
19%
16%

Sandwick Locality

Newmarket, Laxdale & Marybank Locality
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Stornoway Locality

50/50
47/53
48/52
51/49

N

ational Records of Scotland published Estimates of Households and Dwellings in Scotland, 2017
in May 2018. These estimates are published yearly and are used mainly for informing council
decisions about housing need and the provision of services.

Nationally there has been an increase of 269,000
households (12%) over the last 16 years. After
falling from 2008 onwards, new build completions
have increased for the first time since 2014. Over
the year the number of households has increased
in all council areas except the Outer Hebrides.

However, in the long term the 2017 Household
Estimates identified an increase of 880 households
(7.4%) from 2007 to 2017.

One person households are the most common
type of household, representing over one third of
households. Census records show that in 1961
only 14% of households were 1 person households,
by the time of the 2011 Census 35% of households
were 1 person households.

Of all 32 Scottish Local Authorities areas, the
Outer Hebrides is estimated to have: the highest
% of vacant dwellings at 8.3% (nat avg 3.1%); the
second highest % of second homes at 5.4%, Argyll
& Bute have the highest at 6.8% (nat avg 1.0%).

The average household size in the Outer Hebrides
has decreased from 2.27 in 2007 to 2.05 in 2017,
the largest decrease (-9.6%) in Scotland. The
chart below shows the decline in average
household size for island areas and Scotland over
the decade.
Average Household Size 2007 - 2017

Average hhold size

2.35
2.3
2.25
2.2

% Vacant Dwellings & Second Homes 2017
10
8
Percentage

This is partly because of Scotland’s ageing
population, as older people are more likely to live
alone or in smaller households. There is also an
increase in young adults living with their parents
over the last decade instead of forming their own
households.

The number of dwellings has increased by 115
(0.8%) over the year and has increased by
821(5.9%) from 2007 to 2017.
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Small area household estimates contain
information on the number of dwellings in each
area, along with the numbers and percentages
that are occupied, vacant, second homes, are
occupied and exempt from paying council tax
and that are receiving ‘single adult discount’.
The percentage of vacant and second homes in
2017 by island area are shown below:
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2.05
2
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Outer Hebrides

Shetland

Orkney
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In the Outer Hebrides the 2017 Household
Estimates identified a decrease of 146 households
(-1.1%) from 2016 to 2017, while the Scottish
average was a 0.7% increase. The number of
households has increased in every local authority
area except the Outer Hebrides.
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Island Area

Barra & Vatersay
South Uist
Benbecula
North Uist
Harris
Lewis
Stornoway HMA*

Total
Dwellings % Vacant

777
1,067
657
994
1,171
10,054
6,074
3,980

Rural Lewis HMA*
* Housing Market Area

10
11
10
10
11
7
6
10

% 2nd
Homes

12
8
3
9
12
4
2
6

Total Dwellings

% Occupied

% Vacant

% 2nd Homes

Vatersay to Castlebay

Data Zone

356

80%

10%

10%

North Barra

421

76%

11%

13%

Eriskay to South Boisdale

324

77%

12%

12%

Loch Boisdale

333

82%

13%

5%

Loch Eynort to Iochdar

410

84%

10%

6%

South Benbecula

245

89%

6%

4%

North Benbecula

412

86%

12%

2%

West North Uist to Baleshare

449

81%

8%

11%

Grimsay, East North Uist to Berneray

545

82%

11%

8%

South Harris

585

75%

11%

14%

North Harris and Scalpay

586

81%

10%

10%

Pairc and Kinloch

545

80%

11%

9%

North Lochs

461

88%

8%

3%

Uig and Bernera

490

76%

12%

12%

Loch Roag

281

83%

12%

5%

Carloway to Shawbost

341

82%

9%

9%

Bragar to Brue

373

87%

9%

4%

Barvas to Borve

381

89%

8%

3%

Galson to Swainbost

348

84%

11%

5%

Habost to Port of Ness

431

83%

10%

6%

Gress to Tolsta

329

90%

5%

5%

Coll to Back

414

93%

3%

4%

Tong to Upper Coll

481

93%

6%

2%

Newmarket

433

95%

4%

Marybank to Newvalley

466

95%

4%

North Manor Park

343

96%

3%

1%
1%
1%

North Bayhead (Stornoway)

391

92%

7%

2%

Central Stornoway

589

90%

8%

2%

Newton to Plasterfield

405

94%

4%

1%

Springfield

303

96%

3%

2%

Goathill

422

91%

8%

0%

Coulegrain to Stenish

309

94%

6%

0%

Melbost to Braighe

472

94%

5%

1%

Garrabost

364

90%

7%

4%

Knock to Bayble

373

89%

9%

3%

Sheshader to Tiumpan Head

309

86%

9%

5%

Highest % highlighted in green, lowest % in red, figures may not add up due to rounding

The chart above gives some of the information available at data zone geography for 2017. The data
shows that the percentage of vacant dwellings in data zone areas varies greatly from 13% in Lochboisdale
to 3% in Coll to Back, North Manor Park and Springfield.
The highest percentage of second homes is found in South Harris at 14% while Goathill and Coulregrein
to Steinish data zone areas have 0%.
The highest number of dwellings are in the Central Stornoway data zone at 589 and the Loch Roag area
has the lowest number of dwellings at 281.
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Labour Market
The latest NOMIS release shows that employment rates in the Outer Hebrides have increased
slightly. The employment rate was 83.6% from January to December 2017 while Scotland was 77.5%
and Great Britain was 78.4%. The self employment rate in the islands has fallen slightly to 8.5%
in the Outer Hebrides and was also 8.5% in Scotland and 10.6% in Great Britain. Although the
JSA rate (shown in the table below) is continuing to decrease it varies greatly between men and
women. The rate for men is 2.8% (Scot.avg. 3.6%) while the rate for women is 0.7% (Scot.avg. 1.8%).
The economic inactivity rate has decreased slightly to 16.4% (Scot.avg. 22.5). The percentage
of those on long-term sick is higher in the Outer Hebrides at 36.8% (Scot.avg. 27.5%).

Outer Hebrides
Scotland
Great Britain
Shetland Island
Orkney Islands

1.8%
2.7%
2.2%
0.9%
0.8%

The JSA rates continue to remain low in
all areas. JSA rates in most areas are at
almost half the rate they were in April
2010. In April 2018 Shetland had 130
claimants, Orkney had 110, while the
Outer Hebrides had 280.

JSA Claimants April 2010 to April 2018
5
% working age claiming JSA

The latest release from NOMIS (Office
for National Statistics) gives the
following Job Seeker Allowance (JSA)
claimant rates for April 2018:

4.5
4
3.5
3
2.5
2
1.5
1
0.5
0
Outer Hebrides
Shetland

Scotland
Orkney

Great Britain

It should be noted that under Universal Credit a broader span of claimants are required to look for
work than under Jobseeker’s Allowance. As the Universal Credit service is rolled out in particular
areas, the number of people recorded as being on the Claimant Count is therefore likely to rise.
The Labour Market Briefing was published in January 2018 and covers the following topics: Summary
of main and youth labour market statistics, trends by gender and youth employment and analysis
of underemployment, unemployment by duration and economic status by disability based on data
from quarterly LFS. The information covers the year December 2016 to December 2017.
The total number of claimants in the Outer Hebrides has decreased by 10% over the year. This has
resulted in a -0.2% change in percentage points in the claimant count rate over the period. Over the
same period in Scotland there was an increase of 6% in the claimant count and a 0.1% percentage3
point increase in claimant count rate.
In the 16-24 age group there were 40 people claiming JSA in December 2017, this is a reduction of
10 people over the year. The rate was 1.8% in December 2017, a change of -0.4 percentage points
over the year. Over the same period in Scotland there was a decrease of 405 people in the 16-24 age
group and a 0.1% change on year in percentage points.
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Regional Employment Patterns in Scotland
Regional Employment Patterns in Scotland was published in May 2018.There is considerable variation in
employment rates for those aged 16-64 across Scotland’s local authorities.
In 2017, the highest employment rates were seen in; Orkney Islands (88.3 per cent), Shetland Islands (82.7
per cent), Aberdeenshire (82.3 per cent) and the Outer Hebrides (81.1 per cent).
The lowest rates were seen in: Dundee City (65.4 per cent), Glasgow City (66.0 per cent), North Ayrshire
(68.1 per cent) and East Ayrshire (71.0 per cent).
Compared with 2007, the employment rate increased in 18 local authorities, decreased in 13 local authorities
and remained constant in 1 local authority.

Employment Rate in Island areas 2007 to 2017
100

Number
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60
40
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2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Outer Hebrides

Orkney

Shetland

Scotland

In 2017, the highest women’s employment rates were in; Orkney Islands (85.8%), Shetland Islands (83.8%),
Highland (80.0%) and the Outer Hebrides (78.1%).Whereas for men the highest employment rates were
in Orkney Islands (90.7%), Aberdeenshire (88.6%), the Outer Hebrides (83.9%)and West Lothian (82.3%).
Local authorities where the employment rate increased between 2007and 2017 for both men and women
were: Aberdeenshire, Clackmannanshire, Dumfries and Galloway, Fife, Inverclyde, the Outer Hebrides,
Orkney Islands, Renfrewshire and West Lothian.
The local authority areas with the highest youth (16-24) employment rates in Scotland in 2017 were Orkney
Islands (88.6 per cent), Midlothian (80.2 per cent) and the Outer Hebrides (73.7 per cent).
The areas with the lowest youth employment rates during this period were Glasgow City (45.2 per cent), East
Dunbartonshire (50.8 per cent) and Stirling (50.9 per cent).
The local authorities with the highest employment rate for those aged 50 years and over were; Shetland
Islands (50.3 per cent), Orkney Islands (46.9 per cent) and Highland (46.1 per cent).
In 2017, the highest economic inactivity rates were seen in Dundee City (32.3 per cent), Glasgow City (30.0
per cent) and North Ayrshire (26.2 per cent). The lowest rates were seen in Aberdeenshire (14.7 per cent),
Highland (15.4 per cent) and the Outer Hebrides (16.4 per cent).
Page 8

T

he Office for National Statistics published Regional gross value added (balanced approach)
in December 2018. This is available at three geographical levels (region, sub-region and
local area).

Gross value added (GVA) is a
measure of the increase in the
value of the economy due to
the production of goods and
services.
This release has been produced
using the “balanced estimate”.
This is the first time that ONS
have produced regional GVA
based on this method.
This method is being used
to take into account the
strengths of both the income
and production approach
to produce a new balanced
measure, therefore avoiding
confusion from having two
different estimates of the same
thing.
At a regional level in 2016,
London had the highest GVA
per head at £46,482 while Wales

had the lowest at £19,140.
Scotland was £24,800, while
England was 27,108.
All capital cities showed strong
growth, Cardiff highest (5.7%),
London (5.1%) and Edinburgh
(4.6%). Belfast had the lowest
growth (2.3%).
There
are
179
NUTS
(Nomenclature of Units for
Territorial Statistics) areas.
GVA per head increased in 157
of the 179 areas between 2015
and 2016. Falkirk had the 3rd
highest percentage increase in
the UK at 6.5%. Hounslow and
Richmond upon Thames (had
the highest at 8.2%.
There was one Scottish area
in the top 10 NUTS3 areas Edinburgh City and one in the
bottom 10 - East Ayrshire and

North Ayrshire mainland.
As in previous years and as
illustrated in the chart below,
in 2016 the Outer Hebrides had
the 4th lowest GVA per head in
Scotland.
Over the year 2015-16 the Outer
Hebrides had a 0.5% decrease
(Scot.avg. 2.4% increase). Only
two areas in Scotland showed
a decease over the year, Outer
Hebrides and Aberdeen City
and Aberdeenshire, a decrease
of 1.8% over the year.
Over the decade from 2006 to
2016 the Outer Hebrides had
the lowest increase in GVA
per head in Scotland at 5% in
comparison to Shetland which
had the highest increase at
42% over the same period. The
Scottish average was 24%.

GVA per head by NUTS 3 area, Scotland, 2016
East Ayrshire and North Ayrshire mainland
East Dunbartonshire, West Dunbartonshire and Helensburgh & Lomond
East Lothian and Midlothian
Outer Hebrides
Scottish Borders
North Lanarkshire
Dumfries & Galloway
South Lanarkshire
Inverclyde, East Renfrewshire and Renfrewshire
Caithness & Sutherland and Ross & Cromarty
Clackmannanshire and Fife
Falkirk
West Lothian
Orkney Islands
Angus and Dundee City
Lochaber, Skye & Lochalsh, Arran & Cumbrae and Argyll & Bute
South Ayrshire
Inverness & Nairn and Moray, Badenoch & Strathspey
Perth & Kinross and Stirling
Shetland Islands
Glasgow City
Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire
Edinburgh, City of

15,376
16,359
16,880
17,276
18,298
19,279
19,494
19,629
19,691
19,956
19,980
20,457
21,005
21,164
21,681
22,690
23,375
24,237
25,579
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Productivity
Regional and sub-regional productivity in the UK
was published in February 2018.
The data in this release is classed as experimental.
The release provides estimates for measures
of labour productivity (GVA per hour worked
and GVA per filled Job) using a balanced GVA
approach. Productivity matters because increasing
productivity is critical to increasing economic
growth in the long-run.
GVA per hour worked divides GVA by the total
hours worked by the workforce in the sub-region;
while GVA per filled job apportions GVA to the
number of jobs in the sub-region.
London, Aberdeen, Edinburgh and West of England
City Regions all had productivity above the UK
average in 2016. North Eastern Scotland is one of
the highest ranking UK NUTS2 sub-regions. There
are no Scottish regions in the lowest ranking.
Edinburgh had the highest labour productivity in
2016 at 12% above the UK average. Aberdeen City
and Aberdeenshire, which had the highest labour
productivity during the previous decade to 2015, is
now second in the list, with a productivity level 11%
above the UK average.
Six of the 23 NUTS3 regions in Scotland had labour
productivity above the UK average in 2016, while
14 out of the 23 regions were above a UK (excluding
London) average.

£ thousand per head

25,000

The lowest productivity levels were found within
the Highlands and Islands area of Scotland or in
the rural regions bordering England. The lowest
ranking 5 NUTS3 areas in Scotland for GVA added
per hour worked were:
•

Orkney

•

Dumfries & Galloway

•

Outer Hebrides,

•

Scottish Borders

•

West Lothian

Gross Disposable Household Income
The latest release on Regional Gross Disposable
Income was published by the Office for National
Statistics on 24 May 2018. In 2016, of the 179
NUTS3 (Nomenclature of Units for Territorial
Statistics) local areas, Kensington and Chelsea and
Hammersmith and Fulham was the NUTS3 area with
the highest GDHI per head at £58,816. Nottingham
has the lowest GDHI per head at £12,232.
The Outer Hebrides had the lowest GDHI per head
in the Highlands and Islands area and the 5th lowest
out of the 23 NUTS 3 areas in Scotland. GDHI in
the Outer Hebrides was £16,479 in 2016, (a 0.1%
decrease since 2015) in comparison to the Scottish
average of £18,231, as illustrated in the chart below.

Gross Disposable Household Income per Head
2006 to 2016

20,000
15,000
10,000
5,000
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Outer Hebrides

Orkney Islands
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Shetland Islands

Scotland

Scottish House Condition Survey 2014-2016

Social Tenants in Scotland 2016

ocal authority analysis is available from the
Scottish House Condition Survey. The key
results were published in February 2018. The trend
continues to be downward with both levels of fuel
poverty and extreme fuel poverty decreasing, both
in the Outer Hebrides and in Scotland on average.

The second annual publication on Social Tenants
in Scotland was published in February 2018. It
provides a range of statistics on social tenants and
social rented housing in Scotland, covering topic
areas such as stock, household characteristics,
housing flows and rents and income levels.

L

However, the Outer Hebrides continues to have
one of the highest levels of fuel poverty and
extreme fuel poverty in Scotland along with some
of the lowest average household income in both
owner-occupies and social housing. Some key
findings below:
•

Second highest level of fuel poverty at 56%,
Scot. Avg. 31%, Orkney highest at 59%

•

Second highest level of extreme fuel poverty at
22%, Scot. Avg. 8%, Orkney highest at 26%

•

Highest level of fuel poor social housing
households at 64%, Scot.avg. 35%

•

Fourth highest percentage of older households
in fuel poverty at 66%, (Scot.avg. 45%)

•

Second highest percentage of fuel poor owneroccupied households at 53%, Scot.avg. 29%

•

Highest (equal with Orkney) percentage of
owner-occupied households in extreme fuel
poverty at 24% (Scot.avg. 9%)

•

Third highest level of extreme fuel poor older
households at 32% (Scot.avg. 13%)

•

Third highest level of extreme fuel poor social
housing households at 19% (Scot.avg. 6%)

•

2nd highest percentage of dwellings below the
tolerable standard (BTS) at 5% (Scot.avg. 2%)

•

Key findings for the Outer Hebrides are as follows:
•

Number of dwellings in Housing Association
stock as at March 2016 - 2,253

•

Social stock as a proportion of all dwellings 15% (total dwellings 14,588 in 2016)

•

Age of social rented households 2013-2016:

•

•

Under 35 - 20%

*

35-59 - 48%

*

60 plus - 32%

Household composition 2013 - 2016:
*

Household with children - 25%

*

Working age adult household - 49%

*

Older households - 26%

Proportion of social rented by economic status
2013-2016:
*

Looking after home/family - 6%

*

Retired - 22%

*

Unemployed - 7%

*

In education - 8%

*

Unable to work due to injury - 8%

Average reported household income:

Proportion of adults by country of birth
2013 - 2016:

*

*

Scotland - 76%

*

Rest of UK - 20%

*

Rest of EU - 4%

*

Rest of the World - 1%

*
*

•

*

9th lowest in Scotland at £24,900 (Scot.avg.
£26,700)
4th lowest in owner-occupied households
at £27,200 (Scot.avg. £31,600)
6th lowest in social housing at £15,800
(Scot.avg. £16,800)
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Trip Advisor Travellers’
Choice Awards for Beaches
2018
Luskentyre beach is once again
appearing in the Trip Advisor
top 10 awards. Luskentyre was
placed at number 2 in the top
10 UK beaches by Trip Advisor
travellers for 2018.
It was the only Scottish beach
to make the list in which
Bournemouth Beach in Dorset
was named as number 1.

“Must be one of the top
5 beautiful beaches in
the world!”

PrivateFly Top 10 Scenic
Landings 2018
The beach landing at Barra
airport has been voted the
second best scenic approach in
the world in a poll run by charter
plane company, PrivateFly.
Donegal (Ireland) was voted in
first place.

“The whole experience
is just fabulous. Such a
stunning view coming in
to land on the beach. You
must do this trip at least
once in a lifetime.”

World Craft City Status
The Outer Hebrides is the
first region of the UK and
only the second in Europe to
be awarded World Craft City
status.
The Outer Hebrides are
being recognised for a
centuries-long production
of Harris Tweed.

“This award recognises
that the skill and craft of
the current generation
of weavers, mill workers,
designers and makers for
whom Harris Tweed cloth
and Harris Tweed products
are not just made by their
hands, but also courses
through their blood.”

If you have any queries or suggestions regarding this bulletin or would like to unsubscribe,
please contact:
Kathleen Shirkie
Research Officer, Development Department
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, Sandwick Road, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, HS1 2BW
kshirkie@cne-siar.gov.uk
This e-bulletin is also available (along with past issues) on the Comhairle’s internet/intranet
in the ‘Fact File’, click below.

FACTFILE
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