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1. SPECIES PROFILE

Common Name:

Corn Bunting.

Scientific Name:

Miliaria calandra.

Description:

Similar in size and colour to a Skylark,
but with a heavy beak. Song is a
distinctive jingling ratfle, often delivered

from a fence or overhead wire.

UK Biodiversity Status:
UK Priority Species

Statutory Protection:

Within the Western Isles populations are
resfricted to the west coast of the Uists and
Barra. The corn bunting is protected under
the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981,
Schedule 1 of the Wildlife (Northern
Ireland) Order 1985 and the EC Birds
Directive.

Associated Habitats and
Species:

In general, the corn bunting is found

on arable land. Little is known about

the ecology of the species outside

the breeding season, but its breeding
behaviour has been well studied. Corn
buntings begin nesting later than most
other species, with the first eggs at the end

of May. Two or even three broods may
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2. OBJECTIVES AND TARGETS

be reared in a good season. The nest is

usually placed outside the growing crops
on uncultivated areas of the machair,
which are dominated by hogweed or
marram grass. For much of the season the

males occupy conspicuous song perches.

Outside the breeding season, flocks of
corn buntings roost in marshland or in
patches of marram grass. Such patches
of vegetation have decreased markedly
and if birds are constrained by the
distance they can fly from a roost to feed,
a reduction in roost sites will limit the

availability of winter food sources.

The corn bunting is closely associated with
other priority habitats, machair, cereal field
margins and neutral grassland. It shares
many of the conditions enjoyed by other
priority species, species of conservation

concern and those classified as of local

inferest such as Great Yellow Bumblebee
Bombus distinguendus, Corncrake Crex
crex and Skylark Alauda arvensis.
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1. CUNNTAS GNE

Ainm Cumanta:

Gealag-bhuachair.

Ainm Saidheansail:

Miliaria calandra

Cunntas:

Coltach ann am meud agus dath ri
Uiseag, ach le gob tfrom. Tha an +oran
aice furasta aithneachadh, seorsa de
ghliongadaich, gu fric bho shuas air

feansa no uéir.

Inbhe Bith-iomadachd na RA:
Priomh Ghné na RA

Dion Reachdail:

Anns na h-Eileanan Siar tha direamhan

air an cuingealachadh gu taobh siar nan
Uibhistean is Bharraigh. Tha o’
ghealag-bhuachair air a dion fo Achd
Fiadh-bheatha is Dithcha 1981, Paipear-
faice 1 de Ordugh Fiadh-bheatha (Eirinn a
Tuath) 1985 agus Riaghailt Eun an EC.

Arainnean agus Gnéithean
Co-cheangadilte ris:

San fharsaingeachd, tha o’
ghealag-bhuachair air a faighinn air
talamh-aitich. Chan eil moran lorg air
eag-edlas na gné taobh a-muigh na
seusan briodaidh, ach chaidh iomadh
sgrudadh a dhéanamh air a modh
briodaidh. Tha a” ghealag-bhuachair nas
fhaide gun tdiseachadh o' neadachadh

na o’ chuid as motha de ghnéithean eile,
leis o’ chiad vighean aig deireadh o’
Chesitein. Faodaidh dha no eadhan i ail
a bhith aca ann an seusan math. Mar as
trice tha an nead air taobh a-muigh barr
atha o’ fas air pairtean den mhachair
nach eil air an iteach, agus air a bheil
moran odharain is murain. Airson moran
den tseusan bidh na h-edin thireann air

spirisean seinn glé fhaicsinneach.

Taobh a-muigh na seusan briodaidh,
chithear sgaothan den ghealag-bhuachair
ann am boglach no muran. Tha na mirean
den thasbheatha sin air lighdachadh

gu mdr agus gun chothrom aig na h-edin
sgéith ro fhada air falbh bho spiris airson
biathadh, bidh lughdachadh anns na
laraichean sin o’ ciallachadh nach bi
uimhir de dh'diteachan aca airson biadh

geamhraidh.

Tha dluth cheangal aig o’ ghealag-
bhuachair ri priomh arainnean eile,
machair, oirean achaidhean arbhair
agus talamhfedir neo-phairteach. Tha

i a’ mealtainn moran shuidhichidhean
co-ionann ri priomh ghnéithean eile,
gnéithean le cudrom gléidhteachais
agus an fheadhainn den tsedrsa le vidh
ionadail mar an Seillean Mor Bombus
distinguendus, an Traon Crex crex agus
an Uiseag Alauda arvensis.
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2. AMASAN AGUS CUIMSEAN

Phoios (left fo right):
Corn bunting; Creat yellow bumblebee shares
many of the conditions required by the corn

bunting; Machair - one of the habitats associated

with the com bunting.
Dealbhan (cli gu deas):

Gealagbhuachair; Tha an tseilean mor feumach

air moran shuidhichidhean co-ionann ris o’
ghealag-bhuachair; Machair — aon dhan na
h<rainn a tha cocheangailte ris an gealag-

bhuachair.
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Corn buntings became extinct on Lewis
and Harris in the 1980’s. Chances of
recolonisation of these islands are seen as
unlikely due to lack of suitable habitat and
changes in agricultural practice.

The corn bunting is a sedentary bird with
a restricted established population on
the Uists, associated with crofted land.
These birds tolerate cooler summers and
much higher rainfall than other British

populations.

An estimated 120 - 140 ferritorial males
were recorded during survey work in
2004. Birds are spread erratically from
Berneray to Vatersay, with the core

population on South Uist.

1983 1995

Figure 1 shows the trend in territory numbers
on each island. The counts refer fo study
areas on the machair and are not complete
island counts. However, the counts do
represent a large proportion of the total
population. The Uists’ corn bunting decline
correlates with the preponderance of arable
silage. In recent years, crofters have moved
increasingly away from traditional reaper-
binder harvesting of ripe corn to arable silage
stored in plastic bales. The availability of

a seed source is therefore greatly reduced
when arable silage is made - see Section 4
for more detail.

[Source: RSPB)

@ Total
North Uist
Benbecula

@ South Uist

2002 2004

Tha Dealbh 1 a’ sealltainn o’ ghluasad
ann an direamhan arainn air gach
eilean. Chan eil na h-agireamhan o’
gabhail a-steach ach cearnaidhean
sgrodaidh air a’ mhachair agus chan

e direamhan iomlan nan eilean. Ach,
tha na h-gireamhan a’ riochdachadh
tomhas mor de na h-edin a tha ann gu
h-iomlan. Tha ceangal eadar crionadh
na gealag-bhuachair sna h-Uibhistean
agus na tha ann de fheurtioraidh. Anns
na bliadhnachan mu dheireadh, tha
croitearan mean air mhean air falbh bho
bhuain coirce abaich le inneal-buana-
ceangail traidiseanta gu feurfioraidh air
a stéradh ann am béilichean plastaig.
Mar sin chan eil faisg vimhir de chothrom
air siol bho fheurfioraidh - faic Earrann

4 airson tuilleadh fiosrachaidh.
(Bho: RSPB)




3. INBHE LATHAIREACH

Chaidh o’ ghealag-bhuachair & bith an
Leddhas is na Hearadh anns na 1980an.
Chan eil moran dochais gun till i dha na
h-eileanan sin ri linn cion arainn agus
atharrachaidhean ann an ddighean

aiteachais.

Cha bhi o’ ghealag-bhuachair o
déanamh méran gluasaid, agus tha
aireamhan beaga dhiubh stéidhichte anns
na h-Uibhistean, co-cheangailte ri talamh
croitearachd. Fuilingidh na h-edin sin

samhraidhean nas fhuaire agus barrachd

uisge na feadhainn eile ann am Breatainn.

Bha mu 120-140 edin fhireann air an
claradh sna h-eileanan ann an sgridadh
a rinneadh an 2004. Tha edin sgapte

an siud ‘s an seo bho Bhedrnaraigh gu
Bhatarsaigh, leis na h-direamhan as motha
an Uibhist a Tuath.

T ha direanhan
bEa g A han
gﬁia/@ g
bhtiachair

StEid hichte anns
na h=Ulibhistean ,
co—ChEan g@//%z

ri talambh

croifearachd. .

Phoios (left fo right):

Corn bunting; Skylark, an associated species;
The corn bunting is commonly found on arable
land.

Dealbhan (cli gu deas):

Gealagbhuachair; Uiseag, gné a tha

cocheangailte; Tha a’ ghealag-bhuachair
bitheanta air a faighinn air talamh-gitich.
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4. ECOLOGY AND
MANAGEMENT

On Tiree the populafion became extinct
very rapidly following large changes in
agricultural practice, notably the switch
away from oat and barley production.
There is a possibility that this could be
mirrored on the Western Isles.

Birds are associated with cultivated
machair, where cereals grown for winter
cattle fodder provide grain. Tradifional
reaper-binder harvesting of ripe corn fed

to cattle onthe-sheath is, however, being

Corn bunfings require plenty of seeds FB//" 4S5 ars
to eat throughout the year; insects in ' 7
summer for chicks to eat; undisturbed @SSOC’,/'(L%EKI,

uncultivated machair or dunes to nest in
until late summer (one of the latest nesting /L)/'7L/1 CLLL/?L/'I/QJLEd

birds); open landscape (avoids wooded

farmland). ma.Chair, tOhEre

Loss of winter seed sources, impacts of

pesticides on abundance of chick food CeEreals g[‘O 1M

invertebrates and earlier harvesting
operations may all have contributed to /fOf‘ inter cattle

declines in population.

/oa‘,a’,gr Arovide
J/

replaced by green-harvested arable
silage, stored in black bales. This may
reduce the availability of winfer grain to
com buntings both on stubbles and at

livestock feeding stands.

Analysis shows that corn bunting
presence has been maintained at sites
where fraditional harvesting practices

are dominant, but lost from areas where
cereals are now mostly harvested as
arable silage. However, there is always
some corn left fo ripen and harvest as seed
for the following years arable silage crop.
The quantities and location of these seed
areas need to be established. Fieldwork
is assessing grain availability and corn
bunting occurrence at livestock feeding
stands, to test whether corn fed on-the-
sheath to cattle is richer in grain and able
to support more feeding corn bunfings

than arable silage.

6 WESTERN ISLES LOCAL BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN
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4. EAG-EOLAS AGUS
RIANACHD

Ann an Tiriodh bhasaich na h-edin a-mach
gu fior luath an déidh atharrachaidhean
mora ann an obair diteachais, gu
sdnraichte an gluasad air falbh bho bhith
a’ cur coirce is edma. Dh'thaodadh an
dearbh rud tachairt anns na h-Eileanan
Siar.

Tha edin co-cheangailte ri machair
aitichte, far am faigh iad gran bho arbhar
a chaidh a chur airson fodair geamhraidh
do chrodh. Ach tha feurfioraidh air a
bhuain ann an ddigh uaine agus air a
storadh ann am béilichean dubha o'

dol an dite coirce abaich air a bhuain

le innealbuana-ceangail fraidiseanta a
bhiodh air a thoirt do chrodh
anns-an-sguab. 'S ddcha cuideachd nach
bi uimhir de chothrom aig o' ghealag-
bhuachair air gran geamhraidh ann an

asbhuain agus ionadan biathadh stuic.

Tha mion-sgrudadh o’ sealltainn gu
bheil o' ghealagbhuachair fhathast air
laraichean far a bheil barrachd de na
doighean buain traidiseanta, ach tha i air
falbh & cearnaidhean far a bheil arbhar
air a bhuain mar fheurfioraidh. Ach, tha
beagan coirce air fhagail an-cdmhnaidh
airson abachadh gus am faighear siol
airson feurfioraidh na h-ath bhliadhna.
Feumar faighinn a-mach cait a bheil an
siol sin agus co mheud achadh mar sin

a tha ann. Tha obairlaraich a’ déanamh

measadh air na tha ann de ghran agus
den ghealag-bhuachair aig ionadan
biathadh stuic, gus dearbhadh a bheil
barrachd gréin agus comas air barrachd
ghealagan-bhuachair a bheathachadh aig

coirce air a thoirt air an sguab do chrodh.

Feumaidh o’ ghealag-bhuachair pailteas
sil ri ithe tron bhliadhna; meanbhfhridean
as tsamhradh dha na hiseanan; poran no
feur neo-ghluaiste anns an neadaich iad
gu deireadh an tsamhraidh (aon de na
h-edin as fhaide gun neadachadh); talamh
fosgailte (bidh i o' seachnadh tuathanas le

craobhan).

'S ddcha gu bheil call diteachan le

siol geamhraidh, buaidh puinnsean-
bhiastagan air na tha ann de
neo-dhruim-altachain airson biadh do na
hiseanan agus obair foghair nas traithe

air cur ris @’ chrionadh ann an direamhan.
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airSon //40[1, air
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chrodh.

Opyposite fop): Com bunfing.

Opposite (botiom): Birds are associated with
cultivated machair where cereal crops are grown.
Left: Cereals grown for winter catfle fodder
provide grain for cornbuntings.

Mu choinneimh (gu h<rd): Gealagbhuachar.
Mu choinneimh (gu hosal): Tha éoin co-
cheangailte ri machair air diteach for a bheil
arbhar air a chur.

Cli: Tha arbhar a chaidh a chur airson fodair
geamhraidh do chrodh, a déanamh gran don
ghealag-bhuachair.
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The corn bunting is a characteristic resident
species of lowland arable farmland and
is one of the few British species largely
dependent on cropped land. It was once
widespread, but is now largely restricted
to coastal areas. Its distribution is curious
with the bulk of the population found
across southern and eastern England but
with small outlying groups as far away as
Cornwall, the Western Isles and north-east
Scotland (Buchan).

Its numbers and distribution have been
declining in some areas since the last
century and steadily, in most places,
since the early 1970s, a trend which
appears to be continuing. The results of

the Common Bird Census suggest that

there was a 76% decline in the breeding
population between 1968 and 1991.
In addition, a decline of 32% in its British
range between the two breeding atlas
periods (196872 and 198891) has led

to further fragmentation of the remaining
high-density areas and the loss of the
species from many areas such as Devon,
Shetland, and parts of the West Midlands
and south-east England. The Farmland
Bunting Survey, organised by the BTO

in 1993, recorded only around 20,000
ferritories remaining in Britain, with no
confirmed breeding in Wales. None
were found breeding in Northern Ireland
during the 1988-91 atlas survey. In recent
years the species has become extinct

on islands such as Tiree due to changes
in agricultural practice. The species is
declining over much of north-west Europe
but remains common and widespread in

southern Europe.

The UK Action Plan for Corn Bunfing

Miliaria calandra can be viewed at:

(UK Biodiversity Group Tranche 2 Plans,
Volume | Page 85)



http://www.ukbap.org.uk/ukplans.aspx?id=8

5. SUIDHEACHADH
BITH-IOMADACHD

Tha o' ghealag-bhuachair den ghné a
bhios a’ comhnaidh air talamh-aitich iosal
agus s i aon den bheagan ghnéithean
Breatannach a tha an urra gu mor ri
talamh le barr. Bha i air a faicinn an
iomadh dite uaireigin, ach a-nis tha i cha
mhor air a cuingealachadh ris an oirthir.
Tha sgaoileadh annasach aice leis o’
chuid as motha de na h-ireamhan air
am faighinn air feadh ceann a deas agus
ceann an iar Shasainn ach le buidhnean
beaga iomallach cho fada air falbh ris o’
Chorn, na h-Eileanan Siar agus iarthuath
na h-Alba (Bochan).

Tha na h-gireamhan agus an sgaoileadh
aice air a bhith a’ dol sios ann an cuid

de chearnaidhean bhon linn a dh'fhalbh
agus mean air mhean, sa chuid as motha
de chearnaidhean, bho thoiseach nan
1970an, le coltas gu bheil sin o' leantainn
fhathast. Tha coltas bho thoraidhean
Cunntas nan Eun Cumanta gu robh
crionadh 76% anns na h-gireamhan
briodaidh eadar 1968 agus 1991. A
thuilleadh air sin, tha crionadh de 32%
san raon aice am Breatainn eadar an
da vine briodaidh aflas (1968-72 agus
1988-91) air leantainn gu tuilleadh
sgapaidh air na tha air fhagail de

chedrnaidhean le moran edin agus call na
gné bho iomadh cearnaidh mar Devon,
Sealtainn, agus pairtean de na Midlands
an lar agus ear-dheas Shasainn. Cha do
chlaraich an Suirbhidh Gealag-bhuachair
Fearann Taca, a rinn am BTO ann an
1993, ach mu 20,000 drainnean air
fhagail am Breatainn, gun bhriodadh

idir air a dhearbhadh sa Chuimrigh. Cha
deach gin a lorg o briodadh an Eirinn a
Tuath ré sgridadh atlas 1988-91. Anns
na bliadhnachan mu dheireadh tha o’
ghné air a dhol & bith ann an eileanan
mar Tiriodh ri linn atharrachadh ann an
ddighean giteachais. Tha o’ ghné o’
crionadh thar moran de iarthuath na
h-Edrpa ach tha i fhathast cumanta agus

pailt ann an ceann a deas na h-Edrpa.

Chithear Plana-gniomha na RA airson na

Gealag-bhuachair Miliaria calandra aig:

www.ukbap.org.uk/ukplang

(Planaichean Cuibhreann 2 Buidheann
Bith-iomadachd na RA, Leabhar 1,
Taobh-duilleig 85)

7T ha na
h—airéamhan
@34,L§’ an
5’81@0//5@[1/1 aiC.&
air a bhith a’
aol 0S8 ann
an Cioid dAe
CheEarnaid hEan

bhon linn a

a A%A(L/M...

Phoios (left fo right):

Corn bunting; Tradlional reaperbinder harvesting
of cereals provides grain for com bunfings.
Dealbhan (cli gu deas):

Gealagbhuachair; Tha arbhar air a bhuain le
inneatbuana-ceangail raidiseanta a déanamh

gran don ghealog-bhuachair.
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http://www.ukbap.org.uk/ukplans.aspx?id=8

Loss of traditionally cultivated machair.

Lack of winter foraging areas and
change in agricultural pracfices.

Lack of nesting habitat.

Increased use of herbicides and
pesficides.

Climate change.

Supplementary winterfeeding is
currently being carried out for the
species in the Western lsles.

Some prescriptions under ESAs
could directly enhance corn bunfing
populations.

Opportunity o target more precisely
under new agrienvironment schemes
such as the Rural Stewardship
Scheme (RSS). Suitable RSS options
include Extensive mown grassland,
Open grazed grassland, Species-
rich grassland, Grass margins,
Conservation headlands, Extensive
cropping, and Unharvested crops.

Opportunity fo support traditional and

organic crofting.

Potential of growing Biofuel grass
crops may provide additional habitat
and food supplies for birds linked to
arable agriculture.

Funded schemes for corncrake
management indirectly enhance

the environment for corn bunfings.
Opportunity o direct this to the
advantage of corn buntings without in
any way altering its effectiveness for
comcrake. RSPB is working on a plan
to do this on their reserves.

Opportunity fo encourage and
enhance the local production of seed
corn and minimise the need to import
seed while at the same time benefiting
the species.




6. NITHEAN A THA
A’ TOIRT BUAIDH AIR
A’ GHNE

\I' Call machrach air diteach san ddigh
thraidiseanta.

/" Cion giteachan solair geamhraidh
agus atharrachadh ann an ddighean
aiteachais.

V' Cion arainnean neadachaidh.

\// Barrachd puinnsean-usan is
puinnsean-bhiastan gan cleachdadh.

I Atharrachadh cliomaid.

T ha biatbadh-
35&/14/1/"&/[1/1

lfaSachail 81@
AdbEanamh an—
Ara Sta airSon

N
Ha gﬂi annsS na

A’g//gakan —/alr.

7. COTHROMAN AGUS
OBAIR LATHAIREACH

' Tha biathadh-geamhraidh leasachail
ga dhéanamh an-drasta airson na
gné anns na h-Eileanan Siar.

\[/ Dhthaodadh cuid de ordaighean fo
ESAan agus RSS leasachadh neo-
dhireach a dhéanamh air direamhan
na gealag-bhuachair.

7" Cothrom air cuimseachadh nas
cinntiche fo sgeamaichean ra
diteachais-arainneachd mar an
Sgeama Stivbhartachd Duthchail
(RSS). Tha roghainnean RSS
freagarrach o’ gabhail a-steach
Talamhedir air a spealadh, Talamh-
feair le ionaltradh fosgailte, Talamh-
fedir le iomadh sedrsa lus, Oirean
feair, Oitirean gléidhteachais, Moran
cur barr, agus Barr nach deach a
bhuain.

7" Cothrom air taic a thoirt do
chroitearachd traidiseanta agus
fasbheairteach.

1S docha gun toir comas a bhith o’
cur barr fedir Bioconnaidh arainn
agus biadh eile do edin co-
cheangailte ri diteachas.

' Tha sgeamaichean maoinichte airson
rianachd an fracin o’ déanamh
leasachadh neo-dhireach air an
arainneachd don ghealag-bhuachair.
Tha cothrom ann seo a stitireadh
gu buannachd nan
gealagbhuachair gun atharrachadh
sam bith a dhéanamh air o’
bhuannachd don traon. Tha RSPB ag
obair air plana gus seo a dhéanamh
air na téarmannan aca.

/" Cothrom air misneachadh is
leasachadh air cur sil gu hionadail
agus nas lugha feuma air siol a
cheannach a-steach cuideachd o' toirt
buannachd don ghné.

Opposite: Supporting fradliional crofting practices
can benefit com buntings.

Left (top): Funded schemes for comcrake
management indirectly enhance the environment
for corn buntings.

Left (bottom): Com bunting

Mu choineamh: Tha faic do dhoighean gnathail

croitearachd na bhuannachd don ghealag-
bhuachair.

Cli (gu hard): Tha sgeamaichean maoinichte
airson rianachd an fracin a’ déanamh
leasachadh neo — dhireach air an drainneachd
don ghealag-bhuachair.

Cli (gu hriosal): Gealag-bhuachair
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8. ACTIONS

ABBREVIATIONS:

BRISC Biological Recording in Scotland,
cC Crofters Commission
CnES Comhairle nan Eilean Siar

Curracag Western Isles Natural History Society

RSPB Royal Society for the Protection of Birds

SAC Scottish Agricultural College

SCF Scottish Crofting Foundation

SEERAD Scottish Executive Environment & Rural Affairs Department
SNH Scottish Natural Heritage

SWT Scottish Wildlife Trust

WESTERN ISLES LOCAL BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN



8. GNIOMHAN

BRISC
CC

CnES
Curracag
RSPB
SAC

SCF
SEERAD
SNH
SWT

Claradh Bith-edlasach an Alba

Ughdarras nan Croitearan

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar

Comann Edlas Nadair nan Eilean Siar
Comann Rioghail Dion nan Eun
Colaiste Aiteachais na h-Alba

Urras Croitearachd na h-Alba

Roinn na h-Arinneachd & Chbise
Dualchas Nadair na h-Alba

Urras Fhiadh-bheatha na h-Albg




Donald PF, Hines P, Jackson P, Dustow
J, Hepburn |, Albon GF and Jervis S

(1996) Numbers, distribution and habitat
associations of Corn Buntings on the Quter
Hebrides and Tiree in 1995. Scottish Birds
18:170-181.

Donald P F, Wilson JD, Shephard M (1994)
The decline of the Corn Bunting. British Birds
87:106-132.
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9. IOSRACHADH

Donald PF, Hines P, Jackson P, Dustow
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Opposite: Loss of traditionally cultivated machair
can affect the species.

Left (top): Comn bunting

Left (bottom): In the Uists, the species is
associated with croffland.

Mu choinneimh: Faodaidh call machrach air
aiteach san doigh thraidiseanta buaidh a” thoirt
air a ghne.

Cli (gu hard] Gealag-bhuachair.

Cli (gu hriosal): Anns na h-Uibhistean tha a ghné

cocheangailte i talamh croitearachd.
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